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CHAG PURIM SAMEACH

During the month of March, our Religious School
community celebrated the holiday of Purim in many
ways. As Rabbi Joel explained to our students, there
are four important mitzvot that we are commanded to
observe with the holiday of Purim (and they all begin
the Hebrew letter "mem"”): Megillah (we must listen to
and/or read the story of Esther), Mishloach Manot
(participate in the giving of gifts to friends and family),
Mesibah (celebrate with a festive meal or party), and

Matanot Le’evyonim (tzedakah to those in need).

March 2024
Adar I/11 5784

Upcoming Events:

Sunday, March 31:
NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Thursday, April 4:
Midway Gala Celebration,
6:30pm

Friday, April 5:
Shabbat Together, 5:30pm

Sunday, April 7:

Jr Kadima + Kadima Passover
Event, S5pm

MUSY Event: 7:30pm

Saturday, April 16:
Family Shabbat Services, 9:30am

Sunday, April 14:
Gesher/Pre-K in session, 9am
USY Spring Convention weekend

Sunday, April 21 -
Tuesday, April 30:
PASSOVER BREAK

NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Monday, April 22:
Passover begins at sundown
Seder 1

Tuesday, April 23
Seder 2

Tuesday, April 30:
Passover ends at sundown
Yizkor

Wednesday, May 1:
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL RESUMES



Gesher (Pre-K) Update

Morah Leora Cohen

It was so nice to see our Gesher students this March. This month, we celebrated the

holiday of Purim by learning about the story of Esther and her Uncle Mordechai. Students

learned about how Esther won the contest to become the Queen of Persia and to marry

King Ahashverosh. Because of her position at Queen, she was able to save the Jewish

people. We also ate some yummy hamantashen!

Kindergarten Update
Morah Alyssa Silberman

Our Kindergarten group focused on
learning about the story of Purim this past
month. Students worked hard to create their
very own Megillat Esther scroll and even
had the chance to work with some helpful
Sixth Grade students to complete this
project. It was such a nice way to connect
with older students in the Religious School
community.

We also had the chance to invite our
grown ups to join us one Sunday class to
create our own Hamantashen - students and
grown ups rolled out the dough to make
circles. They then placed some jam or
chocolate in the center. Finally, they made

the circles into triangles.

Ist Grade Update

Morah Lori Bookspan
Morah Michelle Kettner

First Grade had so much fun this March!
Students learned all about the holiday of
Purim and focused on the mitzvah of giving
Mishloach Manot, gifts that include a snack
and juice. Students created special Mishloach
Manot containers that were in the shape of
Hamantashen. We read the book, Barnyard
Purim, by Kelly Terwilliger, to hear a funny
Purim Spiel (a silly story that tells the Purim
Students about King

story). learned all

Ahashverosh, Queen Ester, Haman, and

Mordechai. Students also learned the Hebrew
letter Pey for Purim, and the Hebrew letter
Vav for Vashti.



2nd Grade Update

Morah Melissa Barry and Morah Haviva Samuels
Morah Jessica Meltzer and Morah Caroline
Danziger

March has been a busy month for our 2nd
Grade students. Our students worked on
learning the story of Purim and created
puppets to help retell the story. We also
created a Megillah by placing the story into a
special roll.

In Hebrew, students are moving through
the Hebrew alephbet. They can put together
one, two and three syllable words and can
recognize many letters and vowels. We have
also been impressed by how the students are
able to recognize letters in the prayerbook
during Tefila. As a reminder, we strongly
encourage students to continue the learning
at home. It can be hard for our students to
recognize letters and vowels - the more they

practice, the easier it becomes!

3rd Grade Update

Morah Melissa Barry and Morah Haviva Samuels
Morah Jessica Meltzer and Morah Caroline
Danziger

The month of March was such an important

and special month for our Third Grade
students. We dedicated this month for
preparation for our Kabbalat Siddur

Ceremony. On Sunday, March 17th, students
celebrated this occasion by teaching our
family and friends all about the Torah. It was
an incredibly special day and we feel so lucky
to have celebrated with our family and
friends!

Students also learned about Purim and
discussed situations when they had to act
courageously - whether that was doing
something scary, like jumping off a high dive
or speaking up for someone being hurt.

In Hebrew, we encourage our students to
practice their Hebrew letters and vowels at
home! Just like we practice reading in English,
Hebrew becomes easier if we practice for as

little as five minutes a day.
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4th Grade Update

Morah Ellen Marcus and Dr. Evita Sokol
Lauren Belferder, Rebecca Slavsky and
Morah Cila Klingher

During the month of March, our Fourth
Grade students continued their exploration
of the Jewish holidays by going into a more
in-depth look at the story of Purim - the
They

various mitzvot associated with this holiday

megillat Esther. learned about the

and created Mishloach Manot for each other
and important people in their lives.

In Hebrew, students continued to move
through the prayer service and also learned
to read some Purim songs in Hebrew. We
hope that students are feeling more
confident in their knowledge of Hebrew
letter and vowel combinations. Please
remember to continue at home. Practicing for

five minutes a day makes such a differencel!

5th Grade Update

Morah Ellen Marcus and Dr. Evita Sokol
Lauren Belferder, Rebecca Slavsky and
Morah Cila Klingher

Fifth Grade continues to explore the life
cycle in their Judaics classes. Our Tuesday
students have learned about the rituals for
someone converting to Judaism and had the
opportunity to speak with a congregant who
went through the process.

Our Wednesday class is taking a deeper
look at the story of the 12 spies found in the
fourth book of the Torah, the Book of
Numbers/BaMidbar. They are working to
create a courtroom case as to whether or
should move

not the People of Israel

forward from the desert and into the
Promised Land.

In Hebrew, our Fifth Grade students are
moving through the prayer service. Our
Wednesday class has learned about the
Amidah and created their own family tree to

connect to this special prayer.



6th Grade Update

Morah Tanya Altman
Morah Miriam Hertzson

Our 6th Grade students continue to move
through their Torah books and this month of
March, we have finally begun working on our
Parasha Projects! Students are learning out
their specific Torah portion and figuring out

a way to teach it to our community!

7th Grade Update

Morah Chari Nacson
Mr. Marty Hirschfield

Our 7th Grade continues to build on their
conversational Hebrew with Morah Chari and
are starting to speak in full sentences.

In Mr. H's class, students are learning
about the role of being an activist and how
this role was seen in various leaders during
World War II.

Students also watched the movie, Freedom
Writers, in the month of March. They
discussed the difficulties of prejudice and as

it relates to us as Jews.

Tichon: Hebrew High School Update

Rabbi Joel Levenson, Leora Cohen, and Shira Yaron

Our Tichon students joined together in March to celebrate Purim with the Midway

Sisterhood. They worked together to bake many, many hamantashen.

Our Shinshin, Shira Yaron, recently returned from Israel. She created several lessons to

share her story of her friends and family and how they have been affected by the events of

October 7th.

We are looking forward to our final sessions of Tichon in the month of April.



SCENES FROM RELIGIOUS SCHOOL




SCENES FROM RELIGIOUS SCHOOL




SCENES FROM RELIGIOUS SCHOOL




SCENES FROM RELIGIOUS SCHOOL




SCENES FROM RELIGIOUS SCHOOL




