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Havdalah - sharing our light!
During the month of February, our Religious School

community came together for a havdalah experience

followed by ice skating. While the havdalah service is

quite short, no more than ten minutes, the experience

of joining together, outside of a public ice skating

venue, was quite impactful. I hope that this experience

reminds us that as Jews and a community, we can shine

and bring light to our communities. I encourage all of

you to find your light and share it with your family,

friends, and community.  

Friday, March 1:
Shabbat Across America

Saturday, March 2:
Family Shabbat Services, 9:30am

Sunday, March 3:
JR. Kadima, 5-6:30 pm
USY: 7:30-9pm

Sunday, March 10:
Kadima, 5-6:30 pm
USY: 7:30-9pm

Friday, March 15:
5th Grade Family Shabbat, 6pm

Saturday, March 16:
Family Shabbat Services, 9:30am

Sunday, March 17:
Gesher/Pre-K in session, 9am
3rd Grade Kabbalat Siddur,
6:30pm

Saturday, March 23:
Purim begins - community
megillah reading, 8pm

Sunday, March 24:
Megillah reading, 10:30am
Purim Carnival, 11am-1pm

Sunday, March 31:
NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Upcoming Events:



1st Grade Update

   First Grade had so much fun this February!

Gathering as a community with our friends in

Kindergarten and Gesger, we have enjoyed

singing and learning Hebrew words for the

song, “David Melech.” We also celebrated

Havdalah with our older friends in Fourth and

Fifth Grade. 

   In class, students learned the mitzvot of

tzedekah and Bikkur Cholim (visiting the sick).

We read “Bear Feels Sick” by Karma Wilson

and Jane Chapman. We also had our “Souper

Bowl” Sunday Mitzvah day where we made

cards and decorated soup bowls to bring to a

sick friend of relative. 

    

Morah Lori Bookspan
Morah Michelle Kettner

Kindergarten Update

   Our Kindergarten group continued to

explore the weekly holiday of Shabbat this

month. Students are excited to create their

own Shabbat candles, Kiddush cups, and

Challah plate. 

      Each week, one student has been taking

home the special class Shabbat box and

writing about their experience in our

Shabbat journal. It is so wonderful to hear

about all of the learning and sharing our

students are doing with their families at

home! 

Morah Alyssa Silberman

Gesher (Pre-K) Update

It was so nice to see our Gesher students this February. This month, we celebrated

Shabbat and learned about the 10 commandments, which was read from the Torah during

Shabbat. Students read the book, “No Rules for Michael.” We then talked about how we

need rules to help us learn how to behave and treat our friends. 

Morah Leora Cohen



3rd Grade Update

    The month of February has been short, but

filled with so much learning! Third Grade has

now started our unit to prepare for our

Kabbalat Siddur Ceremony that will be held

on Sunday, March 17th. Students are

practicing the lines for our special play that

we will be presenting at the Kabbalat Siddur.

This service is so incredibly special and we

cannot wait to celebrate with family and

friends next month!

    Students are also looking at the story of

creation through artwork - we will be making

a special art project to depict one of the days

of creation out of tape. 

    In Hebrew, we encourage our students to

practice their Hebrew letters and vowels at

home! Just like we practice reading in English,

Hebrew becomes easier if we practice for as

little as five minutes a day. 

Morah Melissa Barry and Morah Haviva Samuels
Morah Jessica Meltzer and Morah Caroline
Danziger

2nd Grade Update

    Our 2nd Grade students have learned so

much this month. They finished their Shabbat

unit, practiced the special blessings

associated with the weekly holiday and

created a book to take and use at home.

    Students continued with their Torah

portion unit and have discussed the sibling

rivalry of Jacob and Esau and learned about

the importance of the special birthright

blessing.

    In Hebrew, students are strongly

encouraged to continue the learning at home.

It can be hard for our students to recognize

letters and vowels - the more they practice,

the easier it becomes!  

    

Morah Melissa Barry and Morah Haviva Samuels
Morah Jessica Meltzer and Morah Caroline
Danziger



5th Grade Update

    Fifth Grade continues to explore the life

cycle in their Judaics classes. Our Tuesday

students have learned all of the rituals

associated with Bar and Bat Mitzvah, from

reading from the Torah to putting on Teffilin.

We have discussed what it means to be a

responsible member of the community. Our

Wednesday students learned about the

rituals for someone converting to Judaism

and had the opportunity to speak with a

congregant who went through the process.

    In Hebrew, our Fifth Grade students are

moving through the prayer service. Students

are starting to recognize three-letter root

combinations, called a Shoresh, in different

prayers. They are also learning the different

parts of a service.   

Morah Ellen Marcus and Dr. Evita Sokol
Lauren Belferder, Rebecca Slavsky and 
Morah Cila Klingher

4th Grade Update

    While February has been a quick month,

we have tried hard to get in so much

learning. Our Fourth Grade students

explored the weekly holiday of Havdalah and

created items to take home so that each

student can celebrate with their families. We

went into depth on what it means to

celebrate the holy day of Shabbat from the

routine of the week. By creating this

separation, we become more aware of the

specialness of rest. 

    In Hebrew, students are learning to

master the Hebrew letter and vowel

combinations. There has been quite a lot of

review - please remember to continue at

home. Practicing for five minutes a day

makes such a difference! 

Morah Ellen Marcus and Dr. Evita Sokol
Lauren Belferder, Rebecca Slavsky and 
Morah Cila Klingher



7th Grade Update

Our 7th Grade continues to build on their

conversational Hebrew with Morah Chari and

are starting to speak in full sentences. In Mr.

H’s class, students are learning about the role

of being an activist and how this role was

seen in various leaders during World War II. 

Morah Chari Nacson
Mr. Marty Hirschfield

6th Grade Update

Our 6th Grade students continue to move

through their Torah books and will hopefully

begin their Parasha Projects soon. They also

continue to learn about Israel. They have

tested their knowledge through games like

Jeopardy. 

Morah Tanya Altman
Morah Miriam Hertzson

Tichon: Hebrew High School Update

Our Tichon students joined together in January to look at the holiday of Tu B’Shvat from a

more spiritual perspective. They met with our Shinshin, Shira Yaron, to explore what it means

to be Jewish and American and the complexities of identity.

We are looking forward to our volunteer program on Tuesday, February 13 from 5pm-7pm.

As a reminder: all participants must sign up and fill out permission slips in order to attend.

We are also looking for parent volunteers to help with transportation!

Rabbi Joel Levenson, Leora Cohen, and Tali Medwed
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