Shtisel Explained: Class #1

"Hair Covering: Tichels, Shaitels and what about unmarried women?"
Questions:
1.) Why did Devorah (a17wi i77v) get so upset that a few strands of hair were out?
2.) Why do the married women cover their hair when they go to sleep?
3.) What is up with Ruchami's hair covering compromise?
4.) Ts it required for Elisheva to cover her hair as a widow?
5.) If exposed hair is immodest, why don't unmarried women cover hair? What is with Ruchami and Esti's hair
style versus Libi?

1. Babylonain Talmud, Ketuvot 72a-b*
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Mishnah. These are to be divorced without receiving their kethubah: a wife who transgresses the law of Moses or [one
who transgresses] practice of Jewish women. And what is [regarded as a wife's transgression against] the law of Moses?
Feeding her husband with untithed food, having intercourse with him during the period of her menstruation, not setting
apart her dough offering, or making vows and not fulfilling them. And what [is deemed to be a wife's transgression
against] the practice of Jewish women? Going out with uncovered head, spinning in the street or conversing with every
man. Abba Saul said: [such transgressions include] also that of a wife who curses her husband's parents in his presence. R.
Tarfon said: also one who screams. And who is regarded a screamer? A woman whose voice can be heard by her
neighbours when she speaks inside her house.
Gemara. ... “And what [is deemed to be a wife's transgression against] the practice of Jewish women? Going out with
uncovered head.” [Is not the prohibition against going out with] an uncovered head Biblical; for it is written, “And he
shall uncover the woman's head,” (Numbers 5:18). And this was it taught at the school of R. Ishmael, was a prohibition to
the daughters of Israel that they should not go out with uncovered head? — Biblically it is quite satisfactory [if her head is
covered by] her work-basket; according to traditional Jewish practice, however, she is forbidden [to go out uncovered]
even with her basket [on her head].

R. Assi stated in the name of R. Johanan: With a basket [on her head a woman] is not guilty of [going about with)
an uncovered head. In considering this statement, R. Zera pointed out this difficulty: Where [is the woman assumed to
be]? If it be suggested, ‘In the street’, [it may be objected that this is already forbidden by] Jewish practice; but [if she is]
in a court-yard3 [the objection may be made that] if that were so you will not leave our father Abraham a [single]
daughter who could remain with her husband! — Abaye, or it might be said, R. Kahana, replied: [The statement refers to
one who walks] from one courtyard into another by way of an alley.

2. Bavli, Brakhot, 24a
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R. Shesheth said: A woman's hair is a sexual incitement, as it says, “Thy hair is as a flock of goats.”

3.) Shulkhan Arukh, Orah Hayim, 75:2
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Hair of a woman which is usually covered - it is forbidden to read [Shema] in its presence. (Rema: Even
if she is his wife). But unmarried women for whom it is the norm to go with their head uncovered - it is
permissible Rema: And the same holds true for hair of women which normally goes outside the veil. And
certainly a wig, even if it is normally covered.
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4. Shulkhan Arukh, Even Ha’ezer, 21:2
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Jewish daughters should not go with their head uncovered into the marketplace - whether they be single
or married.

5, Shulkhan Arukh, Even Ha’ezer, 115:4
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What is dat yehudit? It is the practice of modest women that Jewish women have practiced. And the
following are things that if she did one of them she violates dat yehudit: If she goes out into the marketplace or
onto a public street or a courtyard with public traffic and her head is uncovered, and she does not have on her a
veil like all women - even if her hair is covered with a handkerchief...

6. Hatam Sofer, Orah Hayim, 36
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However, in our country where the Gentiles go out with their hair uncovered, and our mothers did not go
out and have been extremely careful regarding this, and have concerned themselves for the words of the Zohar
[that forbids uncovered hair even in one's house], and have been very careful regarding this, even though were
we to take a vote we would admit that that one row of hair is permissible according to the gemara ... nonetheless
since they have adopted the custom like the Zohar, regarding this we say that a custom uproots a law...

The principle that comes out of all this is that any hair whatsoever, on anyplace on the head or forhead
with a married woman, even in her room, is an ervah if she does not have a handkercheif to cover her head, and
in the marketplace and public courtyard, even a hat. However, that one row of hair between her ears and
forehead, even if it is not braided or matted down, in a place where the custom is to keep it out it is not an ervah,
and in our country where the custom is according to the Zohar, that uproots the law...

7. Iggrot Moshe, Even Ha’ezer, 1:58
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Regarding uncovermg some hairs and [uncovering the head] in the house, that the Hatam Sofer was
stringent...
27 Nissan 5721 (1961)
Behold, the essence of the prohibition is stated in Ketuvot 72, from the teaching of the House of R
Yishmael from the verse "And he shall let loose the head of the woman" - a prohibition for Jewish daughters
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that they should not go out with their head uncovered. And it does not say that they should not go out with their
hair uncovered. This implies that it is dependant on what is considered to be an uncovering of the head in its
entirety, for because of the revealing of a few hairs we cannot consider that the head is uncovered. For were the
prohibition said regarding the hairs, we could say that a few hairs could be treated by themselves, but since it is
said regarding the head, we must consider the head in its entirety.

And it is also obvious that we cannot learn from the verse a prohibition except what that Kohen is
obligated to uncover of the sotah... and regarding the sotah it certainly is not sufficient to uncover just a little
bit. ... And even if we say that he does not need to uncover all of it, nevertheless, a major portion of the head
definitely must be uncovered... and hence we cannot learn to prohibit women from exposing their hair based on
this verse any amount less than the uncovering of the sotah....

And thus, as a matter of law, although it is appropriate that women should cover their hair as is the
position of Hatam Sofer since it emerged from the mouth of a great scholar such as he, whether regarding the
first issue [amount of hair that can be exposed] or regarding the second issue [covering in the house], ...
however, it is obvious that those who want to be lenient in these two cases we cannot consider them violators of
dat yehudit, God forbid, and even a falmid chacham and (God-fearing person should not hesitate to marry a
woman like this if she is God-fearing and scrupulous about observing the commandments and has a good
character. But even this allowance is only approximately two fingerbreadths high, for the forhead is
approximately two handbreadths long, so the area is one square handbreadth, and anything more is forbidden.

8.) Rabbi Moishe Sternbuch is a Haredi rabbi who serves as the Vice-
President of the Rabbinical Court™ and the Ra'avad (Chief) of the Edah
HaChareidis in Jerusalem. He resides in Har Nof where he is the rabbi of the
local GR"A Synagogue, named after the Vilna Gaon of whom he is a direct
descendant.®

After the war (WW2), Sternbuch decided to travel to the Land of

Israel via France and Italy to study the Torah as taught in the Brisk yeshiva. He
enrolled in the Hebron Yeshiva, simulianeously cultivating relationships with
leading rabbis Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik (in 1952), Avrohom Yeshaya

Karelitz and Dov Berish Weidenfeld, ali of whom he used to meset with regularly
in their homes.™

He strongly opposes the Zionist State of Israel and was against its
establishment. Holding a high position of authority in the anti-Zicnist Edah
HaChareidis, he is of the view that there is no connection between the existence
of a Jewish state whatsoever and the beginning of the redemption of the Jewish Peaple to the Land of Israel which
will precede the Messianic Era.
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