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This year, I received more questions on sukkah construction than any prior year! Due to social 
distancing, many people were trying to create sukkot that were kosher and well ventilated at the 
same time.  
 
We all know that we need a minimum of three walls (really two full walls and a very small third 
wall). But these walls only have to be “Halachic walls” and not a wall that you would expect a 
contractor to build in your house. This leads to the following leniencies which many people in 
our community utilized.  
 

1.) Gud Asik - This means that once a wall is 10 tefachim high (between 36 and 40 inches), 
we imagine as if the wall goes all the way to the heavens. So practically speaking if you 
have a sukkah wall (or even a built in deck wall) that is 10 tefachim, even if the schach is 
many feet above the top of the wall, the wall is 100 percent kosher. 

2.) Lovud - this means if you have two pieces of material (or string or even tape) within 3 
tefachim of each other (about 9 inches) then we consider the gap to be filled in. This 
means that even in your 10 tefach one (see rule #1), it doesnt have to be a solid piece of 
wood or metal. It could be lattice or chain link fence or even (at least according to many 
opinions) it can be a series of ropes that are within 3 tefachim of each other. If you take 
these two rules together, you can create entire “Halachic walls” with four or five 
strategically placed straps or ropes! 

3.) Dofen Akumah - The curved wall - While this rule doesn’t make the sukkah any more 
ventilated, it still came in handy when people were trying to expand their sukkot (for 
social distancing purposes) and wanted to use a wall of their house for the sukkah. The 
problem is that there was an overhang from the house which would cover part of the 
schach making the schach a problem. Well according to halacha, we can view the non 
kosher schach which meets up with the wall as an extension of the wall (a curved wall!) 
instead of part of the roof.  

 
As I was guiding people through these halachot, I had two realizations. First, the rabbis of the 
Talmud are apparently extremely creative! Second, A sukkah is much more about a spiritual 
cover or protection than a physical one. I am sure this insight is always very present as we build 
a roof that doesn't quite keep the rain out. But this year (especially for those who built very well 
ventilated sukkot), we will feel even more physically exposed.  
 
Tonight, when we daven maariv, please pay special attention to the Hashkiveinu bracha (page 
364 in the artscroll). We ask Hashem to spread over us the sukkah of Your Peace. והגן בעדינו - 
Protect us. והסר מעלינו - remove bad from us. תסתירנו - hide us or shelter us. 
 
Protection and shelter. But with what? A sukkah. But now we know how minimal a sukkah can 
be. It obviously means that there is some sense of Divine protection that we can feel even when 
we are exposed and even when we are experiencing challenges and hardships. I think that this 



year as we go into our sukkot (or for some us, eat our meals at home), we should try to reflect 
on what it means to feel G-d protection even when we are going through something challenging.  
 
This idea also jumps out at me when I am saying Hallel which we will say every day of sukkot 
(tomorrow without Lulav and Etrog because it is shabbat and then the rest of the days with 
Lulav/Etrog). We will pick up our 4 species and say two very different kinds of things about G-d’s 
kindness.  
First, we will say that we Thank Hashem because  כי חסדו גבר עלינו - G-d’s kindness overwhelms 
us. This makes sense. When we feel an overwhelming sense of bracha then we will say Hallel. 
But I suspect that many aren't feeling the overwhelming sense of chesed. So for us, we might 
have to turn to the next line (where we actually shake the Lulav). הודו לד׳ כי טוב, כי לעולם חסדו. 
Give thanks to Hashem, because He is good. For His kindness is always there (לעולם). It doesn't 
say that the kindness is overwhelming. Sometimes it is not. But it is always there in some way.  
One of the most inspiring aspects of the last 7 months is when congregants tell me, “this is hard 
but I was able to do X which I never would have been able to do before.”  
We might not be overwhelmed by the kindness, it might not even be obvious, but if we look for it 
we can certainly find something. Perhaps this is why we don’t shake Lulav when we say that 
G-d’s kindness is overwhelming. When we feel that, who needs a Lulav (representation of 
blessings). But when it's not overwhelming and we are operating on the principle that if we 
search for it, we can find blessings, that is when we take out our lulav. We try to bring to mind a 
sense of gratitude and it actually brings us to a deeper sense of happiness.  
 
So this year, we might feel even more exposed in our sukkot but it just underscores that there is 
a certain kind of divine protection that works in a different way. We might not feel the 
overwhelming kindness but we certainly can gather up our 4 species of blessings and find those 
aspects of divine chesed that we might not have felt otherwize. The gratitude itself will increase 
our happiness and enable us to fulfill the Mitzvah of Joy on the chag - ושמחת בחגיך! 
 
Chag Sameach! Rabbi Antine 
 
 
 
 
 
 


