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One of the more interesting halachic questions that has been considered by poskim (halachic 
authorities) during Sukkot this year is if someone can sit in their Sukkah on Simchat Torah. We 
are all trying to be as cautious as possible about the spread of the virus and many would prefer 
to eat outdoors. Yet some people do not have sufficient space outdoors outside of their sukkah, 
and are thus left wondering if it is permissible to eat in the sukkah on Simchat Torah (On Shmini 
Atzeret, the first day of chag, the halacha is to sit in the sukkah without saying the bracha of 
“leishev Basukkah,” unless one has a strong custom otherwise1)  
 
On the surface, one might think that the answer is “yes, of course!” Why should there be a 
problem with sitting in a sukkah? After Sukkot is over, there is no more mitzvah to sit in the 
Sukkah- and for all intents and purposes, our Sukkahs “lose” their ability to be “mitzvah objects.” 
Sitting in a sukkah when it is not Sukkot can be seen, quite reasonably, as merely sitting in a 
hut, as we would any day of the year not on Sukkot! 
 
This logic is true with the exception of the day after Sukkot. This is because on the day after 
Sukkot, we are concerned that if someone sits in their Sukkah they would give the appearance 
that they are “adding on” to the mitzvah. This would be a violation of “Bal Tosif” (adding to 
mitzvot), which the Torah prohibits in Devarim 13:1: 
 

  “ֵאת ָּכל־ַהָּדָבר ֲאֶׁשר ָאֹנִכי ְמַצֶּוה ֶאְתֶכם ֹאתֹו ִתְׁשְמרּו ַלֲעׂשֹות ֹלא־ֹתֵסף ָעָליו ְוֹלא ִתְגַרע ִמֶּמּנּו׃”
“Be careful to observe only that which I enjoin upon you: neither add to it nor take away from it.” 
 
One approach to sitting in a sukkah on Simchat Torah may be to simply “pasul” your sukkah, so 
that you no longer are sitting in a kosher sukkah. Since your sukkah is not actually a “sukkah” 
anymore, there can be no mistake that you are attempting to fulfill any mitzvah by sitting in it on 
Simchat Torah.  
 
The challenge is that “pasuling” a sukkah on Simchat Torah is not so simple. One cannot 
remove the schach (which could be the easiest way of making a Sukkah invalid), as the schach 
is muktzeh and cannot be moved on a Chag. Moreover, there is a challenge of violating the 
melacha of “soter” or “destroying.”  
 
What is the solution? How can one make their sukkah not kosher in a manner that is kosher?  
 

1 The reason for this is because outside of Israel, we keep two days of Yom Tov, as there was once a 
time when we were not certain which day Sukkot actually started. As a result, it is possible that Shmini 
Atzeret (the 8th day) is actually the 7th day of Sukkot, if the 2nd day of Sukkot was actually the 1st day. 
For this reason, we sit in the sukkah but do not make a bracha because this is a situation of doubt.  



The Gemara and later poskim suggest that one approach could be to bring out dirty pots and 
pans to the sukkah, which are thought to be disgusting. By bringing something disgusting into a 
sukkah, it loses its status as our “home” because we generally don’t like it when our homes are 
disgusting! Some authorities, however, do not fully accept this reasoning in our modern era, as 
our pots and pans do not resemble the pots and pans of centuries ago.  
 
Another solution is to cover the schach with a tarp or towel. One can attempt to cover the entire 
sukkah, but even if you cover just a portion - enough so that the sukkah no longer has 2.5 walls 
and schach - the sukkah is no longer valid.  
 
What can these technical halachot teach us? These laws are quite fascinating in that we are 
actually being asked to make something that is perfectly kosher (our sukkah) not kosher. In 
order to eat in a sukkah on Simchat Torah, it can’t actually be a sukkah anymore! It is only this 
“imperfect” sukkah of Simchat Torah that can serve as the setting for our outdoor meals this 
year. And despite this imperfect setting, our meals will hopefully still be celebratory and joyous.  
 
We are nearly finished with a High Holiday season that was certainly different but still inspiring, 
for many of us, in its own way. We have all asked of ourselves and of our community to be 
flexible and open minded about things being different and not as we expect them to be. This 
attitudinal shift has been important in many ways. As we continue into 5781, I hope that we can 
all continue to embrace that which is imperfect, yet at the same time still allow ourselves to 
celebrate and experience moments of joy.  
 
Chag Sameach! 
 
 

 
 


