
Suzette: Shabbat Shalom - I’m Suzette Tanen 
 
Mark: and I’m Mark Tanen 
We’d like to thank the rabbis for giving us the opportunity to speak today 
– we know they have a busy couple of weeks ahead and they could 
probably use the break. We’d like to tell you about an upcoming program 
that we are organizing. Suzette and I will be signing a Halachic Post 
Nuptial agreement. The event will be on October 19th, Motzei Shabbat 
Chol Hamoed SukKOT, in the Beth Sholom Sukkah. Rabbi Antine will 
be there to facilitate and answer questions, and there will be a notary 
present. We’re hoping that you will join us to sign your own PostNup 
agreements. 
You may be wondering – why are we doing this? The immediate reaction 
is “the Tanens are in trouble!” But not to worry, after 36 years we’re 
doing just fine. 
 
Suzette: The truth is, Mark and I both listened to an episode of the 
podcast “Chochmat Nashim” on this topic,  and decided that as we hadn’t 
signed a halachic prenup, we needed to do the next best thing, and sign a 
halachic postnup.  
As many of you are aware, there is an Agunah crisis throughout the 
Jewish world. According to halacha, a  marriage can only be dissolved if 
the husband gives his wife a get and she accepts it.  Some husbands use 
get refusal as a weapon against their wives. They demand financial 
compensation, they may use it as a bargaining chip in negotiations for 
support and custody, and they may use it simply to prevent their wives 
from moving on to a new relationship. All of these lead to a woman 
being an Agunah or chained to her marriage. 
 
 
 



 
 
Mark: According to Halacha, a get that the husband is 
forced or compelled to give against his will, is not valid. In 
the past, we lived in small, contained communities with 
centralized leadership, and traveled little. If a husband 
refused to give the get, social ostracism was easily enforced, 
and very persuasive. Nowadays, we are much more mobile. 
A husband can readily find a new shul or a new community 
that does not know his history and will accept him. 
Sometimes the spouse may leave the religious community 
entirely. 
The prenup and postnup agreements were developed to 
address these limitations. They contain two critical 
elements: 
The first is the agreement of the couple to appear before a 
panel of judges or dayanim arranged by the Bet Din of 
America and to abide by their decision. This authorizes the 
Bet Din to determine when a get should be given.  
The second is that an uncooperative husband can be 
ordered to pay a predetermined amount per day to his wife. 
This money is not a fine or a penalty but rather, it is the 
maintenance that he promised his wife at the time of their 
wedding. This payment is enforceable in secular court and 
provides an incentive for the husband to deliver the get and 
release himself from the obligation to pay. Additionally, if 
the wife refuses to appear before the Bet Din, the husband 
has no obligation to pay. While not common, there are 
women who may refuse to accept the get. 
 



Suzette: This agreement sends an important message: 
using the power of get refusal in the context of a modern 
day marital dispute is unacceptable. Many of us may think 
of domestic abuse in physical terms. But using power and 
control over a spouse is also a form of domestic abuse. 
Rabbi Antine shared with us the concerns that women have 
expressed, that even if the husband doesn’t intend to refuse 
the get, there’s a period of uncertainty for the wife. 
Naturally she wonders: “what if he decides to refuse to give 
the get?” Having a halachic prenup or postnup eliminates 
that uncertainty and anxiety.  
 
Mark: Many of you are thinking to yourselves, “I’ve been 
married for years, this isn’t relevant to me.”  
Let me explain why I think it is. 
While the overall divorce rate in the country is down from 
the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s, the divorce rate for couples aged 50 
and older doubled between 1990 and 2010. One in four 
divorces is considered a so-called “gray divorce”. More 
importantly, our community should be willing to send a 
message that get refusal is unacceptable in Potomac.  The 
current shul policy is that a wedding cannot take place in 
Beth Sholom without a halachic prenup. The natural 
extension of this is that every couple who got married 
without a prenup should now consider signing a postnup. 
It’s a sign of respect for your spouse. 
 
 
 
 
 



Suzette:  Numerous postnup signing events have been held 
both in the DC community and in the broader Jewish world. 
The more people do this, the more it becomes the norm to 
have a halachic prenup or postnup. As Rabbi Cooper 
explained to us, this strengthens the validity and acceptance 
of the document and hopefully it will become unheard of 
for a couple to not have a prenup or postnup. 
In a few days we will begin the Aseret Y’mai Tshuva, the 
ten days of repentance. While Hashem hopefully forgives 
our sins committed Ben Adam L’Makom -between us and 
G-d, this time is an opportunity to seek forgiveness for sins 
committed Ben Adam L’Chavero between us and our 
fellow humans, as well as think about ways we can 
improve connections with others. Let us together commit to 
strong relationships filled with love, respect and 
consideration. In that light, we hope you will join us in 
signing a Halachic Postnup.  We look forward to seeing 
you. 
 
Thank you and Shabbat Shalom 


