
 

 

 
זֵ  ה ַמֲעִביִרין ֶאת רַע ַהגְּ קָּׁ דָּׁ ה ּוצְּ ִפלָּׁ ה ּותְּ ׁשּובָּׁ ֵתמּון... ּותְּ יום צום ִכּפּור ֵיחָּׁ נָּׁה ִיכֵָּׁתבּון ּובְּ ראׁש ַהשָּׁ ה." "בְּ –רָּׁ

 תפילת ונתנה תוקף מתוך
  

"On Rosh HaShana [our fate] will be written, and on Yom Kippur it will be sealed… and 
repentance, prayer and charity will mitigate the decree." – From the Prayer "U'Netaneh 

Tokef" 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
This evening, as we celebrate Rosh HaShanah, we will move on from 5779 and into 5780. 
There is barely time to reflect on the outcome of the election, just 12 days prior, as the 
country barrels full-force into the coming holidays. Yet we must pause, for there are no 
coincidences in Jewish history – and we are at such a turning point. With all of the tumult 
regarding the election, it is easy to miss the smaller signs the world is showing us. 
 
Jewish years are written as acronyms, which use gematriya (the numerical values of the 
letters in the Hebrew alphabet) to represent the number of the year. 5780, then, will be 
represented with the acronym 'תש"פ'. If we rearrange those letters slightly, we are presented 
with one of the basic shorashim (roots) in the Hebrew language and a core value of the 
Jewish people: .ש.ת.פ – sharing. The mission of the IMPJ is, was and always has been clear: 
to share with the Israeli people an open, egalitarian, welcoming stream of Judaism that 
espouses values of inclusivity and social justice. 
 
In 5778/2018 we completed our Strategic Plan 2020 - to establish 50 Reform kehillot across 
the length and breadth of Israel - a year ahead of time. 5779/2019 has been a year 
dedicated to strengthening our existing congregations developing the reach of their impact. 
We are seeing the seeds of our innovative projects take root and grow. Now is the time to 
nurture those seeds as they develop and flourish. We have created a Strategic Plan 2025 to 
do just that – to focus on deepening the roots of our kehillot, ensuring that they will be self-
sufficient, that why are effectively collaborating with their local regional authorities and, most 
importantly, providing them with the tools to grow. Once the roots are in place, the branches 
can spread and bear the fruits of our labor. 
 
A large part of this process lies in focusing on the new generation of Israeli Reform Jews. 
Our young leaders are growing into the shoes of living mission-led lives via our Mechina 
young leadership programs, Year of Service program and Noar Telem Youth Movement. In 
the last year, we have begun commissions to develop new communities in Givatayim and 
Kiryat Shmona. Our rabbis have aided hundreds of thousands of Israelis, led 3,000 Bar and 
Bno't Mitzvot, have officiated over 1,500 weddings and presided over 300 state-recognized 
conversions. 
 
Of course, we would not be able to continue our important work without the help of our 
partners: Keren b'Kavod, the IMPJ's Center for Social and Communal Activity; DOMIM-
aLike, the IMPJ's Israel-Diaspora Relations project; YACHDAV, the IMPJ's Jewish 
Peoplehood Education Center; the IMPJ's Disability Inclusion Program, which ensures that 
anyone is able to participate in our activities and services; and of course, to all of our friends 
and partners, in Israel and around the world, who work with us day in and day out to further 
our mission to bring an open, egalitarian and welcoming Judaism to Israel. 



 

 

 
On the behalf of the IMPJ and our congregations, members, lay-leadership, youth and young 
leaders – a heartfelt thank you. None of this would have been possible without your 
friendship and support! We are proud to aid thousands of Israelis every year in exploring and 
renewing their Jewish identity through pluralistic progressive Judaism. 
 
I wish you all a Shanah Tovah u'Metukah – may it be a year of peace, prosperity, 
accomplishments and growth. 
Sincerely, 

 

Rabbi Gilad Kariv 
IMPJ President & CEO 

 

 

 


