
June 27, 2021

Reform Rabbinic Leadership of Canada alongside ARZA Canada Mourn the Unmarked Graves of
Indigenous Children in Saskatchewan at the former Marieval Indian Residential School site.

We grieve the discovery of the more than 750 graves alongside the former Marieval Indian Residential

School. We stand with the Cowessess First Nation and Indigenous peoples and communities across the

country as they mourn once again the tragic loss of young people. Each of these souls represents a life

journey cut short; we will never know their full potential.

As stated by our movement earlier in the month, we stand in solidarity with Indigenous peoples to address

the historic and ongoing effects of colonialism, and to ensure a rich heritage, legacy, and future for their

children and their children’s children. We once again call on our governments to follow through on

commitments made to ensure meaningful reconciliation, including on articles 71-76 of the Truth and

Reconciliation Commission of Canada Calls to Action outlining crucial steps related to missing children

and burials.  We further acknowledge that the injustices inflicted upon Indigenous peoples in Canada are

not limited to historic events like abuse that occurred through the Residential School System. Rather,

there continue to be pressing issues facing Indigenous communities, and it is our responsibility to work

together to address them.

As a people we have known the pain of being denied the opportunity to express our culture and faith and

the corresponding collective trauma that occurs and persists even over generations. We bear the moral

responsibility to shed light on injustice and stand with those working to right historic wrongs. We reaffirm

our commitment to action, support, and education to foster closer ties and stronger understanding

between the Indigenous communities in Canada and our Jewish communities in order to build a better

future.
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https://www.therjcc.ca/post/statement-on-discovery-of-unmarked-graves-of-children-at-the-kamloops-indian-residential-school
http://trc.ca/assets/pdf/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://www.statementofsolidarity.com/

