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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY 
rabbi debra landsberg

One can access “The 
Word of the Day” on 
the Oxford English 

Dictionary website or by 
watching Sesame Street, 

whichever you prefer.  Either way, it is more than a fun way 
to expand one’s vocabulary; it is, in fact, a means to expand 
one’s consciousness.  New words (or deeper understanding 
of words already known) grow the way one thinks about and 
interacts with the world. 

As we look forward to a new Jewish year, I want to begin 
by offering a “Hebrew Word of the Day”,” with two minor 
qualifications: 1. It is actually a word pair, and 2. I think it will 
stand as the Word (Pair) of the Month, if not the year itself.

Tikkun HaNefesh

Even without knowing Hebrew, one might hear a connection 
with a word pair oft-used in synagogues: Tikkun Olam.  
Tikkun Olam was originally a Talmudic term, justifying 
rabbinic requirements beyond the law, when the law 
otherwise allowed for situations which the rabbis deemed 
unacceptable. The term was taken up by mystics to 
describe the process of fixing that which is broken in the 
metaphysical infrastructure of the world that prevents God 
from being whole. Tikkun Olam today is most often used as 
the Hebrew term for social action/justice. Literally, it means 
“the repair of the world”.

Tikkun HaNefesh means “the repair of the soul.” It speaks to 
an acute need in our particular times. 

I think most of us would agree that how we live our lives can 
damage our souls/selves. Our schedules are full to overflowing, 
yet sometimes we are caught off guard by a gnawing sense of 
hollowness. Tikkun hanefesh is about scheduling time for our 
selves  — our deepest questions and concerns. 

For the skeptical amongst us, it must be noted that tikkun 

hanefesh is not narcissistic avoidance of the urgent need 
for tikkun olam. It is a necessary precursor. A constant 
bombardment of tweets, 24 hour headlines, and endless 
Facebook posts make us either reactive or numb. The call for 
action in our world on so many fronts at once —  each crying 
out with an urgency that denies all other voices — needs 
time in which to reflect if one wants to be able to engage 
with the world thoughtfully and effectively. 

This year at Emanu-El, we will be focussing on opportunities 
for tikkun hanefesh. Yes, these include prayerful moments 
like Shabbat and the Holy Days; they remind us that we are 
part of a much larger story than our own individual lives. 
Yet prayer is but one mode of  tikkun hanefesh.  For those 
of us somewhere around the midpoint of our lives (children 
raised if not “launched”, career path well-trodden), perhaps 
this year is the time to Ask Big Questions. For those of us 
seeking to connect with Jewish wisdom through the lens of 
gender, consider this year’s Rosh Chodesh Women’s Group. 
And this year we will continue with our Havdalah Salons and 
our 20s/30s Conversations that Matter.

Tikkun Hanefesh is, however, sometimes best approached 
without words. If you are interested in an immersive “soulful 
cleanse,” maybe this year is the time to join me in November 
at the Institute for Jewish Spirituality’s Mindfulness 
Meditation Silent Retreat: Opening the Heart, Befriending 
the Mind, Acting Wisely.  Ask me about it.

However you fill your year, may it be for you, those you love, 
and the entire Household of Israel, a year of healing (body 
and soul) and peace (inner and outer).

https://www.jewishspirituality.org/go-deeper/silent-retreat-2019/
https://www.jewishspirituality.org/go-deeper/silent-retreat-2019/
https://www.jewishspirituality.org/go-deeper/silent-retreat-2019/
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AT A GLANCE—WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS MONTH

Have something for the Bulletin?
 Requests for space along with a proposed topic must be made by the first of the month prior to publication.  

Text must be provided by email by the 15th of the month prior to publication. 
Contact Audrey Klein at 416-449-3880 or audrey@templeemanuel.ca

For 
committee 
meetings in 
September,
see page 12.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

8:30 AM Minyan 8:30 AM Minyan

TEMPLE OFFICE 
CLOSED

LABOUR DAY

7:30 AM  Minyan 7:30 AM  Minyan

8:15 AM  Adult Hebrew

10:45 AM  Free 
Exercise Class for 65+

7:30 AM  Minyan 7:30 AM  Minyan

8:00 PM TempO 
Emanu-El Shabbat 
(see page 3)

10:30 AM 
Shabbat Service

8:30 AM Minyan 7:30 AM  Minyan 7:30 AM  Minyan

RSVP 
TempO Emanu-El 
Family Shabbat 
(see page 3)

7:30 AM  Minyan

8:15 AM  Adult Hebrew

10:45 AM  Free 
Exercise Class for 65+

7:30 AM  Minyan 7:30 AM  Minyan

 
6:00 PM TempO 
Emanu-El Family 
Shabbat in the Park 
(see page 9)

10:30 AM 
Shabbat Service 
LEAH WRIGHT 
BAT MITZVAH

8:30 AM Minyan 7:30 AM Minyan 7:30 AM  Minyan 7:30 AM  Minyan

8:15 AM  Adult Hebrew

10:45 AM  Free 
Exercise Class for 65+

7:30 AM  Minyan

1:00 PM 
Books & Biscotti 
(see page 13)

7:30 AM Minyan 10:30 AM 
Shabbat Service

4:30 PM Small Fry 
Selichot (see page 9)

8:30 PM Selichot 
with Ruth Marshall 
(see page 6)

8:30 AM Minyan 7:30 AM  Minyan 7:30 AM  Minyan

11:30 PM Sing 
Yeladim begins 
(see page 10)

7:30 AM  Minyan

8:15 AM  Adult Hebrew

10:45 AM  Free 
Exercise Class for 65+

7:30 AM  Minyan

 
7:30 AM  Minyan 10:30 AM 

Shabbat Service

8:30 AM Minyan

8:00 PM Erev 
Rosh Hashanah

10:00 AM Rosh 
Hashanah Day 1

4:00 PM Small Fry 
Service

8                 8 ELUL 9                 9 ELUL 10              10 ELUL 11              11 1ELUL 12               12 ELUL 13               13 ELUL 14              14 ELUL

15              15 ELUL 16              16 ELUL 17              17 ELUL 18              18 ELUL 19              19 ELUL 20            20 ELUL 21            21 ELUL

22              22 ELUL 23              23 ELUL 24             24 ELUL 25             25 ELUL 26             26 ELUL 27             27 ELUL 28           28 ELUL

6                 6 ELUL4                 4 ELUL 5                 5 ELUL 7                7 ELUL2              2 ELUL 3                 3 ELUL1                  1 ELUL

29           29 ELUL 30           1 TISHREI

mailto:audrey%40templeemanuel.ca?subject=
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Join us for Shacharit (morning service) 
minyan every day at Emanu-El and for our
SEPTEMBER SHABBAT SERVICES

Friday, September 6  .............................................. 8:00 pm
TempO Emanu-El Shabbat & Simcha Shabbat with special 
guest Aviva Chernick (see page 5)  

Saturday, September 7  ......................................... 10:30 am

Friday, September 13   ........................................... 6:00 pm 
TempO Emanu-El Family Shabbat in the Park (see page 9)

Saturday, September 24  ...................................... 10:30 am
Leah Wright, daughter of Belinda Huang & David Wright,
will be called to Torah as Bat Mitzvah (see below)

Saturday, September 21  ....................................... 10:30 am 
Selichot begins at sundown (see pages 6 and 9)

Saturday, September 28  ...................................... 10:30 am

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES 
FOR SEPTEMBER
    
September 6 .................................................................7:25 pm

September 13 ................................................................7:13 pm

September 20 ...............................................................7:00 pm

September 27 ...............................................................6:47 pm

September 29 Erev Rosh Hashanah ...........................6:43 pm

September 30 Erev Rosh Hashanah Day 2 …. ...........7:50 pm

        SEPTEMBER 
  TORAH PORTIONS

  
September 7 Shoftim
 Deut. 16:18 - 21:9

September 14 Ki Teitzei
 Deut. 21:10 - 25:19

September 21 Ki Tavo    
 Deut. 26:1 - 29:8

 Nitzavim
September  28 Deut. 29:9 - 30:20

Leah Wright, daughter of 
Belinda Huang and David Wright, will 

be called to Torah on Shabbat Ki Teitzei, 
Saturday September 14. A student at 

Glenview Senior Public School, Leah likes 
to read, sew, and hang out with her dog, 
Weaver. Her passions also include choral 
singing and piano studies. Mazal tov to 

Leah and her family!

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
See page 9

Family Shabbat
in the park
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S eptember is here, a month 
of new beginnings. So, you 
may ask, what’s new? 

First of all, we have a new 
Temple Emanu-El Administrative 

Coordinator, the talented Carli Portman. Carli spent the 
last six years at Congregation Darchei Noam, where she 
gained extensive experience as an office administrator 
and Rabbi’s assistant. She holds a diploma in American 
Sign Language, and also has worked as a family and 
youth advisor. Carli’s wide range of skills will certainly 
be a huge asset to our congregation. Please drop by the 
Temple office to meet her and give her a warm Temple 
Emanu-El welcome! 

We are living in challenging times and Anti-semitism is on 
the rise.  Over the past 5 years we have been working with 
CIJA, The Center for Israel and Jewish affairs, to ensure 
our safety. More recently, the Board and House Committee 
have decided to put even more attention toward the 
overall security of our Temple, forming our own Security 
Task Force as a subcommittee of the House Committee. 
This group has been actively examining all aspects of our 
security and has made newer recommendations. One of 
the first changes you will notice is that we have changed 
our security company from Precison to Norpro. We are 
confident that this will be a positive first step. You also will 
see a number of new protocols in place during the coming 
year, beginning with our High Holiday Services. I will be 
keeping you up to date on all changes as we move forward.

As I mentioned in my last 
bulletin article the URJ Biennial 
is approaching quickly…Yes, we 
will meet together in Chicago, IL 
from December 11th to 15th. The 
URJ Biennial offers many great 
opportunities to connect with 
like-minded people, learn from 
community figures, worship and 
come back with newly acquired 
tools and resources that can be 
used to create positive change 
in the community. It challenges 

and motivates our thinking through its informative 
and inspirational workshops and makes us come back 
reenergized and rejuvenated. During those 5 days Jews 
from around the world will learn, pray, share ideas, dance 
and sing while helping shape the future of our Reform 
Movement. 

Biennial has something for everyone! Whether you are 
on your temple board, work on the budget, recruit and 
retain members or are interested in high-quality Jewish 
learning, there is a session for you! Much of the workshop 
programming focuses on leadership development and 
congregational life; plenary sessions energize and inspire all 
attendees to repair our world, contribute to the continuing 
evolution of our Movement, and define 21st century Jewish 
thought. So please join the Temple Emanu-El Delegation! 

I look forward to reconnecting with you all in 5780. Robin 
and I wish a Shana Tova, a sweet and healthy year for our 
congregation and its beloved families. May this year be 
filled with blessings for all of us.

Paul Leszner

FROM THE PRESIDENT
paul leszner dpm
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with special guest 

Aviva Chernick
featuring the 

Temple Emanu-El Choir & Band

Friday, September 6th 
at 8:00 PM
Aviva is releasing her newest album, "La Serena", later
this month.  It is a collection primarily of tunes from the
Jews of Spain and the Balkans, traditional and original
melodies with rich poetry in Judeo-Spanish (also known
as Ladino). 

More info and tickets to album release event at
www.avivachernick.com

WELCOME CARLI!

Carli Portman
Administrative Coordinator

Carli Portman is excited to be working at Temple Emanu-El as the Administrative Coordinator. 
Being active, and working, in the Jewish community has been one of Carli’s passions since she was 
very young. Born and raised in Calgary, Alberta, Carli was an avid participant in synagogue youth 
groups and regularly attended Shabbat services. 

After one year of study at the University of Winnipeg, Carli moved to Toronto and graduated from York University in 
2005, with an Honours Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. Having studied American Sign Language Levels one and two, 
Carli developed an interest for working in the Deaf community and graduated from George Brown College’s American 
Sign Language-English Interpreter Program in 2009. While attending university and college, Carli continued to work at 
Jewish summer camps as a counselor, program director and supervisor for youth of all ages.

It was her roles at Pinemere Camp in Pennsylvania that brought Carli’s heart back to working in the Jewish community. 
After working at Loving Care Centre as an Educational Assistant, Carli turned her focus to administration and worked at 
Congregation Darchei Noam as Office Administrator for the last six years.

Carli enjoyed working for a warm, liberal Jewish community and is thrilled to have the opportunity to work at Temple Emanu-El. 
Carli lives in Toronto with her husband, Zack (whom she met at summer camp!), 3-year old son, Benji, and their dog, Dexter.
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HIGH HOLY DAYS AND FESTIVALS SCHEDULE 5780
Erev Rosh Hashanah   Sunday, September 29    8:00 pm

Rosh Hashanah   Monday, September 30    10:00 am
     Small Fry Service (6 & under)     4:00 pm

Rosh Hashanah - 2nd Day  Tuesday, October 1     10:00 am

Shabbat Shuvah   Saturday, October 5     10:30 am

Kol Nidre    Tuesday, October 8      8:00 pm
              
Yom Kippur    Wednesday, October 9     10:00 am
      Music & Meditation     12:45 - 1:45 pm
      Afternoon Service & Study                2:00 - 3:30 pm
      Small Fry Service (6 & under)              4:00 - 5:00 pm
      Yizkor & Neilah                5:00 pm

Join us for our annual BREAKING OF THE FAST in the Social Hall  immediately following the Yom Kippur 
Closing Service.  Sponsored by the Religious Practices Committee.

Attention Children Ages 7 to Bar/Bat Mitzvah:
We encourage all children to begin Rosh Hashanah Day 1 and Yom Kippur morning services at 
10:00 am with their parents in the main sanctuary.  Prior to the Torah reading, children are invited to 
participate in a special program with Jenn on the lower level.      
Attention Parents:
At any time during morning services, you may use the childcare service for children ages 3 and up 
(pre-registration required).

Sukkot    Monday, October 14     10:00 am

Erev Simchat Torah   Sunday, October 20      4:30 pm

Shemini Atzeret/
Simchat Torah Yizkor Service Monday, October 21     10:00 am

Join us for 
SECOND DAY OF 
ROSH HASHANAH
Tuesday, October 1, at 
10:00 AM

TICKETS NOT REQUIRED!
Family and friends welcome!

Don’t forget—Immediately 
following Rosh Hashanah 
morning services

TASHLICH
the tradition of casting our sins 
into the water as we begin 5780.

We’ll meet down at the creek, across from the main entrance.

For the second year in a row, we will be davening from our new machzor (High Holy Day prayerbook) 
Mishkan HaNefesh. They will be here waiting for you, so no need to bring your own prayerbook!
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRE 
FOR JEWISH LIVING AND LEARNING
jenn katz, ma, rje, oct

W elcome back to our 
2019-2020 school 
year. I hope that 

everyone had a wonderful and 
relaxing summer. We have been gearing up over the 
summer to get ready for our Centre for Jewish Living and 
Learning (CJLL) Lomdim (Learning) program and all the 
other wonderful youth and family programming we offer. 

Our program will resume on Sunday, September 8th 
with a special first day schedule. We will be holding a 
teacher and madrichim (teacher assistants) training that 
morning from 8:30- 10:30 am. Parents and students get 
to sleep in a little bit on the first Sunday as we welcome 
them to join us at 10:30 am for introductions in the 
sanctuary. After introductions, we will send our Gan 
(age 3) through to Grade 9, as well as our madrichim 
in grades 10-12,  off to their classrooms. At that time, 
parents are invited to stay for a Q & A with me where I 
will also share some new additions to our program. At 
noon, parents and students will join back together for 
our annual pizza lunch!

Registration for programming is still open.  It went out 
via email and can be found here. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me at jenn@templeemanuel.ca or 
416-449-3880 for more information. Our program still 
has space available so please have your friends call or 
email me too!

Don’t forget to join us this year for Shabbat and holiday 
programming as well. Whether you are coming to family 
services, holiday celebrations, Small Fry or any of our 
other family programming, I look forward to seeing 
you. Please be sure to check the weekly email and our 
website for details as to when each of these programs 
will be running. 

Please do not hesitate to be in touch if you have any 
suggestions, comments, questions or concerns. We are 
looking forward to what this upcoming year has to hold 
and welcome everyone back!

JYG New Year Kick-Of f  
Ice Cream Party!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 AT 12:00 PM

All kids in grades 6-8 are invited to be a part of 
Temple Emanu-El’s Junior Youth Group (JYG).

Bring your pizza to the Youth Lounge. Join Youth Engagement 
Coordinator Lauren Bernstein for ice cream sundaes, catching up, 
and learning about the amazing events planned for 2019-2020! 

Hope to see you all there!
lauren@templeemanuel.ca

Welcome Back P izza Lunch!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
AT 12:00 PM

The CJLL invites all family members at Lomdim to a pizza 
lunch in the Social Hall to celebrate the launch of out 5780 
school year!

RSVP at 
https://www.templeemanuel.ca/event/CJLL-pizza-5780 
to make sure everyone can have a slice or two!

CJLL Opening Day Schedule
    8:30-10:30 am       Teacher and Madrachim Training
    10:30 am              Opening Kehillah (community time)
    12:00 pm              Pizza Lunch/JYG Ice Cream Party

mailto:jenn%40templeemanuel.ca?subject=
mailto:lauren%40templeemanuel.ca?subject=
https://www.templeemanuel.ca/event/CJLL-pizza-5780
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TempO Emanu-El Family Shabbat in the Park
Friday, September 13 at 6:00 PM

Lots of  music and dinner provided by us!
Plus, a very special dessert and lots of  playground time!!!

      In case of rain, we will meet at Temple Emanu-El 
      (120 Old Colony Road)

$10 per adult, $5 per child.  Kids 3 and under–free!
Bring your own blankets and lawn chairs

RSVP by September 10 at www.templeemanuel.ca or 
contact Carli at 416-449-3880 / carli@templeemanuel.ca

Celebrate August and 
September birthdays

If  your child has a birthday in 
August or September, RSVP 
right away so their name can be 
added to the icing on the cake

and                           invite you to

June Rowlands Park 
(NW corner of  Mt. Pleasant & Davisville)

Ill
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Small Fry Selichot 
with Judy & David
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21ST AT 4:30 PM

Join us for
CRAFTS, SONGS, STORIES and a 
TASTY MEAL  as we prepare for the 
High Holy Days together with our friends

$5 per child (infants under 12 months free)

RSVP by September 17th at www.templeemanuel.ca 

and

invite you to

http://www.templeemanuel.ca
mailto:carli%40templeemanuel.ca?subject=
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SING Yeladim
Music Classes with Jewish content for 
children from birth to 4 years and their 
parent, grandparent or caregiver

Led by Risa Waldman, Director of Making Music 
Together and Judy Gershon, Cantorial Soloist of 
Temple Emanu-El

TUESDAY MORNINGS
10 weeks from September 24 to December 3
Temple Emanu-El, 120 Old Colony Road, Toronto 
(Bayview & York Mills)

To register and for more information, visit 
www.makingmusictogther.com
or call 416-883-1231 to arrange for a free trial class

SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR 
TEMPLE EMANU-EL MEMBERS!

A few photos and words of reflection from our 
Sing Yeladim class this past Spring

“Your songs have helped with playtime and nap time - I sing to 
him - and Noam responds with smiles…”

“Thank you not only for the beautiful introduction of music for 
Noam, but for making me feel the magic of music together with 
my sweet grandson and his dear mom.”

—“Bubby” Peggi Acker

http://www.makingmusictogther.com
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A PRESENT FOR THE FUTURE:
HOW TO WRITE A MEMOIR

 A six-week course taught by
 personal historian and writer Jean Sheppard

N t
 ... 

Thursdays, October 17-November 21
10:00 AM-12:00 PM

*     *     *

For more information and to register, visit
www.templeemanuel.ca/event/writing-your-memoir

$60 | Temple Members
$120| Non-Members

Update about Security at Temple Emanu-El
Submitted by John Burns on behalf of the Security Committee

Due to the heightened awareness of attacks on religious 
institutions around the world, including the synagogue 
attacks in California and Pennsylvania, the Board has been 
studying our security procedures.  As a result, we have 
conducted a study in order to provide heightened security 
and awareness.  

We have, therefore, contracted with a security organization 
experienced with providing security to other GTA Jewish 
institutions.

Our new security arrangements commence 1 September 
2019.  We will now be consistent with other Jewish 
organizations across North America.

Upon entering Temple, you will be asked to open bags, 
purses, etc. as is the current practice at many Jewish venues.  

On High Holy Days, tickets will be checked before entering 
Temple.  Guards will not allow entry to Temple to those who do 
not cooperate.  Where there is a question of identity, an usher 
or a staff member will work with the guards to rectify the 
situation.  These special precautions will be in place on Erev 
Rosh Hashanah, Rosh Hashanah, Kol Nidre and the morning 
of Yom Kippur.

On the second day of Rosh Hashanah and the afternoon of 
Yom Kippur where tickets are not required, ID will be required 
and bag searches will remain in place at the front doors. 
 
All these procedures are for your safety and to heighten our 
security ‘footprint’ at Temple.  

Thanks for your understanding and cooperation.
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Washington Black  by Esi Edugyn 
Review by Cathy Tile

When two English brothers arrive at a Barbados sugar plantation, Washington 
Black, an eleven year old slave is chosen to live in the quarters of one of these 
men. His new master, Christopher Wilde, is not as Washington expects him 
to be as he is a naturalist, explorer, inventor and abolitionist. Washington is 
initiated into a world of wonder, where even a boy born in chains may embrace 
a life of dignity and meaning. When a man is killed one fateful night, Christopher 
Wilde must choose between family ties and Washington’s life. What follows is a 
journey from Barbados, to the Canadian Arctic, to London and Morocco as the 
two men attempt to elude the bounty placed on Washington’s head.

Nonmembers welcome—$10 at the door.

Upcoming Books & Biscotti Dates
 
Thursday, October 17  Thursday, November 14 
Machines Like Me  kaddish.com
Review by Elaine Newton  Review by Janna Nadler

Copies of these books are available to borrow from the Temple

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 19
Coffee and Dessert at 1:00 pm 

Book Review at 1:30 pm

SUNDAY NIGHT
AT THE MOVIES
 
October 27    The Journey
(1 hr. 34 min., 2016, U.K.)  

This is the gripping account, 
during the 2006 Northern Ireland 
peace talks, of how two men from 
the opposite sides of the political 
spectrum came together to change 
the course of history. Driven by two 
virtuoso central performances and 
co-starring John Hurt, this movie 
is a more than relevant reminder of 
how simple humanity can overcome 
political division.

Featuring TE-E film reviewer 
Lorraine Weygman
FREE admission, FREE popcorn. 
Nonmembers welcome

Mark your Calendars
November 10 Title to be announced

SEPTEMBER COMMITTEE MEETINGS
7:00pm September 3 House
7:00pm September 11 Board
7:00pm September 18 Social Action

Choir Rehearsal
9:15am Sundays- September 8, 15 
7:30pm Wednesdays-September 4, 11, 18, 25  
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2019 FALL MONDAY LECTURE  SERIES
Mondays from 1:30-3:30 pm

Temple Members | no charge
Non-Members | $45 for the series -or- $15 per lecture

Register with Carli at (416) 449-3880 or carli@templeemanuel.ca

October 28 Sandra Martin, Award-Winning Journalist and Author
  The New Old Age: Is Canada Ready for the Demographic Time Bomb Hurtling at Us
  Ms. Martin, formerly a columnist and feature writer with the Globe and Mail, is the author and co- 
  author of many books. She has taught journalism and writing courses at Ryerson and the  
  Scarborough campus of U of T. This lecture will discuss the changing society where centenarians  
  are the fastest growing demographic and how society must transform its definition of retirement  
  and old age to prepare for the new reality.

November 4 Sally Armstrong, Social Activist, Author and Journalist
  Power Shift
  Ms. Armstrong has covered stories of conflict around the world and has received numerous awards  
  and honors, including Amnesty International Media Award and ten honorary doctorate degrees.  
  Her most recent book, Power Shift (expected publication date is October 2019), reviews the  
  longest revolution in history, where women moved from equality during the Stone Age to oppression  
  that was sustained for 10,000 years. Will the #MeToo movement be the key to justice tomorrow? 

November 11 Peter Harris, Retired Assistant Dean, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, U of T
  From the Binoculars Building to Bilbao and Beyond: the Starchitecture of Frank Gehry
  Dr. Harris is Professor Emeritus of Victoria College and is a frequent lecturer for many Later  
  Life Learning Groups in Toronto. Frank Gehry bounded into the international architecture spotlight  
  with his 1993 “Binoculars Building in Los Angeles. His 1997 Guggenheim Bilbao Museum was so  
  extraordinary that term “Starchitecture” was coined to pay homage to his achievement. He is still  
  going strong at the age of 90. This lecture will explore the highlights of his remarkable career.

November 18 Nora Young, Host of CBC Radio’s Spark
  The Artificial Intelligence Age: Understanding What AI is, its Risks and Rewards 
  Ms. Young is a journalist specializing in technology and culture. Her award winning show airs  
  across Canada on CBC Radio One and internationally on podcasts. She is the author of The Virtual  
  Self. Although AI has been around for 60 years, in recent years it has produced remarkable results  
  in areas that had resisted automation. The danger is that AI reproduces human biases and leads  
  to job losses. This lecture will explain AI in simple language and issues that must be tackled to get  
  the AI future we want.

November 25 Julia Zarankin, Teacher, Author
  Glasnost, Perestroika and the Fall of the Soviet Union
  Dr. Zarankin teaches lifelong learners about Russian politics and culture at many venues  
  throughout the GTA. She has been awarded an Excellence in Teaching Award from the U of T  
  School of Continuing Education. This lecture will explore what caused the collapse of the  
  Soviet Union and the paradoxical nature of Gorbachev’s radical reforms. Though well intentioned,  
  Gorbachev’s restructuring the Soviet system ultimately plunged the country into total chaos. How  
  did Russia recover from such turbulent times?
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Temple Emanu-El Food and Fund Drive 
for North York Harvest Food Bank
Renew your commitment to supporting the food needs of 
our local community.

Did you know? The North York Harvest Food Bank not 
only distributes food and provides training to member 
agencies, but also supports 77 community programs 
including breakfast and afterschool programs, community 
kitchens and shelters.

3 ways you can help:
1. Donate online at our Temple fundraising page: 
www.northyorkharvest.com/donatetempleemanuel/
2. Send or bring a cheque to Temple. Envelopes will be 
distributed during High Holy Day services.
3. Bring non-perishable food items to Temple at Yom 
Kippur. Grocery bags will be distributed during Rosh 
Hashanah services. The Top 5 Items needed are: canned 
tomatoes, canned beans, canned fish, rice and cooking oil.
Help us reach our fundraising goal of $3,000. 
Thank you.

Lee Weisser
Co-chair, Social 
Action Committee

EMANU-EL TAKES SOCIAL ACTION

Our refugee family is settling in well and enjoying their first 
Canadian summer, including going fishing. Shervan and 
Nareen are continuing with their English classes, while 
Lamar will be starting Junior Kindergarten in September. 
The family is excitedly awaiting the arrival of Nareen’s 
parents next month.

I hope you all can join in welcoming them to 
Temple Emanu-El on the morning of Sunday, October 6 
at Lomdim.

Nina Diamond
Co-Chair, Social Action Committee

Next Social Action Committee Meeting

Wednesday, September 18, 7:00 pm in Temple Board Room
Open invitation to anyone interested in helping with 

direct service projects or advocacy work

Sukkah Building & Decorating 
BYOT (Bring Your Own Tools)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13TH, starting at 8:00 am
Contact Peter Myerson to sign up
647-404-9531     petermyseron@rogers.com
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http://www.northyorkharvest.com/donatetempleemanuel/
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EMANU-EL LOVES ISRAEL!  by pat sinervo

As you all read in the June 2019 Bulletin, Emanu-El’s May Mission to Israel to deliver the “Reisman Torah” to Bavat Ayin, 
our Domim-aLike match, was an emotionally joyous event in the life of both congregations.

Rabbi Miron recently sent an update on the kehillah’s ongoing struggle to secure a suitable building from the 
municipality of Rosh Ha-ayin. You remember that the courts have ruled in favour of Bavat Ayin’s petition while the 
municipal government has continued to find ways to delay compliance. Evidently the congregation has to ask for and 
respond to objections. It has responded to the first phase—challenges from organizations—and is now working to 
respond to objections from private individuals.  Rabbi Miron and chair of the congregation Shlomo Harel are amazingly 
patient and still determined and hopeful the congregation will finally have a home for itself.

You can easily become an overseas member; and then Bavat Ayin would send its news directly to your email. You would 
need to make a donation for membership. By contacting the Canadian Friends of the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism to make arrangements, you will be issued a charitable tax receipt. Call Tal Rosenfeld (416-630-0375, ext 288) 
or email her at trozenfeld@urj.org

Visit www.templeemanuel.ca/israel.html to read an abridged story from Bavat Ayin’s August 2019 newsletter.

Make your voice heard for Reform Judaism in Israel
Be sure to join ARZA CANADA through your 2019/2020 
congregational contribution.

ARZA Canada asked the leadership of all Canadian 
Reform congregations to take action now to help achieve 
a significant increase in membership numbers. Our 
Temple Board of Directors approved a strategy by ARZA 
Canada to increase its members in 2019/2020.

You will see on your annual congregational contribution 
that it includes a membership in ARZA Canada for all 
adults in your household at just $5 each. 

Why be a member of ARZA Canada? Liberal Judaism is 
critical to Israel’s future as a Jewish and democratic state.  
You can help to promote liberal Jewish values in Israel 
through your membership in ARZA Canada.  

Israel needs Liberal Judaism In recent years, Israel, like 
many Western countries, has experienced a shift towards 
extreme right populism.  And, the balance of power that 
Ultra-Orthodox parties hold in the governing coalition 
adds to the challenge.  Fortunately the solution already 
exists.  It just needs strengthening.

Israel’s Reform movement is up to the challenge  
Israel’s Reform movement continues to grow, offering 
Israelis an opportunity to connect with Jewish heritage in 
a modern way. Not only has the Reform movement grown 
to over 50 congregations across Israel, it has a large 
influence through institutions, such as Israel Religious 
Action Center (www.irac.org) and Legal Aid Center for 
Olim (www.irac.org/laco)

Empowering Liberal Judaism in Israel  The World 
Zionist Organization (WZO) allocates millions in funding 
for projects in Israel.  The allocation is proportional to 
the size of the parties in the WZO.  The larger the Reform 
movement worldwide, the larger our representation in the 
WZO, and the more funding allocated to Reform projects 
in Israel.  It’s that simple.

Your membership makes a difference.  Join today at 
www.arzacanada.org.  Thank you.

Lee Weisser
Senior Vice President
ARZA Canada

http://www.templeemanuel.ca/israel.html
http://www.irac.org
http://www.irac.org/laco
http://www.arzacanada.org
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On Monday evening, August 12, your Temple Emanu-El 
Choir, under the direction and leadership of Judy Gershon, 
took to the field at the Rogers Centre and performed the US 
and Canadian National Anthems before a crowd of 16,500 
adoring fans and the Toronto Blue Jays and Texas Rangers.

This was an amazing experience for the 25 choir 
members who participated, as well as the more than 
75 Temple members, family and friends who came out 
in support of both the choir and the Blue Jays. The 
project was 2 years in the making and involved intense 
negotiations with the Blue Jays organization. Once a date 
had been set, Judy and the choir went to work to produce 
an “audition” recording for final blessing by the In-Game 
Entertainment Department. There is now not one member 
of our choir that does not know the words to either the 
Star-Spangled Banner or Oh Canada (including the 
newest change, “in all of us command”.

For the choir, it was a labour of love and it was also exciting 
to be able to go “behind the scenes” at the Rogers Centre, 
passing by the Texas Rangers Bullpen from the rear, 
walking onto the outfield turf at straightaway centre field, 
and performing the anthems before such a huge audience. 
Even the players were awestruck and were frozen in 
amazement hearing our gloriously harmonious anthems.

NEWS FLASH:  THE TEMPLE EMANU-EL CHOIR 
“OPENS” FOR THE TORONTO BLUE JAYS! 

by dr. gary mann, on behalf of judy and the choir

To top off the experience, due to the Divine intervention 
provided by the presence of Temple Emanu-El, the Jays 
had their hitting shoes on and defeated Texas by a score 
of 19-4. Who knows, they might want us to perform on a 
regular basis with that result.

Photo credit: Joe Lampert

Photo credit: Joe Lampert
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YAHRTZEITS
Memorial anniversaries will be observed and Kaddish recited in loving memory of the following:

SEPTEMBER 1-7
Chana Bonstat  Elul 7
Harold Goldman  Elul 1
Sonja Gotz  Elul 5
Rose Guth  Elul 6
Morris Hack  Elul 1
Hilde Held  Elul 4
Wilma Horvath  Elul 5
Sydney Kraut  Elul 3
Rose Lastman  Elul 2
Estelle Leiter  Elul 4
Ida Lipson  Elul 6
Boris Rabinovitch  Elul 4
Shirley Rudolph-Wainer  Sept. 6
Meyer Schnier  Elul 7
Edith Silberberg  Elul 7
Maxwell Stark  Elul 3
Doris Sztabinski  Elul 4
Sarah Walfish  Elul 1

SEPTEMBER 8-14
Sophie Bassin  Elul 10
Monte Beder  Elul 11
Harry Bielfeld  Elul 9
Sean Blumberg  Elul 8
Frederick Bookman  Elul 9
Lily Clifford  Elul 13
Gittie Gollish  Elul 11
Charles Horobin  Elul 14
Max Horowitz  Elul 10
Marvin Leipsig  Elul 14
Judy Lester  Elul 14
Louis Mirsky  Elul 12
Esther Palter  Sept. 11
Marc Rosenberg  Elul 12
Edward Schrieder  Elul 8
Jerry Segal  Elul 12
Max Skrow  Elul 10
Andrea Stark  Elul 10
Myer Steinberg  Elul 13
Manny Swadron  Elul 14
Anna Tyber  Elul 12
Shayna Yablonskaya  Elul 10

SEPTEMBER 15-21
Nita Berg  Elul 21
Angeline Cascio  Elul 20
Molly Collis  Elul 21
Alan Freedman  Elul 15
Marie Gauley  Sept. 21
Bertha Ginsberg  Elul 16
Lorraine Iverson  Elul 16
Sam Jacobs  Elul 21
Ramon Lepofsky  Elul 15
Liz Mendelson  Elul 18

Olga Munk  Elul 19
Klara Roitman-Torban  Elul 20
Meyer Rosenberg  Elul 17
Harry Schwartz  Elul 15
Anne Solomon  Elul 18
Sadie Sosnofsky  Elul 18
Barbara Telch  Elul 15
Jacob Wallis  Elul 18

SEPTEMBER 22-28
Esther Boyman  Elul 28
Riva Brown  Elul 25
Ralph David  Elul 23
Harriett Jean Edson  Elul 28
Ronald Gauley  Sept. 26
Herman Harriss  Elul 25
Percy Hershberg  Sept. 23
Arthur Kushner  Elul 25
Sidney Lewis  Elul 25
Herman Nuss  Elul 27
Louis Raich  Elul 24
Murray Rosenberg  Elul 27
Warren Ruby  Elul 27
Lilyan Sacks  Elul 22
Louis Sacks  Elul 27
Machelle Shapira  Elul 27
Herbert Singer  Elul 27
Laizer Sirota  Elul 25
Andre van Wyk  Sept. 26
Tony Wallis  Elul 26
Harry Weinberg  Elul 24
Max Weinberg  Elul 26
Ann Zaltzman  Elul 28

SEPTEMBER 28-OCTOBER 5
George Abrahamsohn  Tishrei 2
David Acker  Elul 29
Sylvia Berglas  Elul 29
Betty Browne  Tishrei 6
Morrie Charendoff  Oct. 1
Murray Ehrlick  Tishrei 5
Sally Gold  Tishrei 5
Sylvia Gottlieb  Sept. 29
Esther Guetta  Tishrei 1
Sally Jafine  Tishrei 5
James Jobin  Tishrei 1
Richard Kahn  Tishrei 1
Dora Rosenberg  Tishrei 4
Sonia Schwarzschild  Elul 29
Rachel Wallis  Tishrei 2
Judith Walters  Tishrei 3
Mel Wolff  Tishrei 6
Albert Zarnett  Tishrei 1

IN MEMORIAM
Emanu-El extends heartfelt 

sympathies to:
Ruth Sutton

on the death of her mother 
FAY GLAZIER

(July 1)

Mark Weisbarth
on the death of his mother

MURIEL WEISBARTH
(July 4)

Lorraine Levinson
on the death of her husband

DR. EDWARD LEVINSON
(July 10)

Judy Cohen
on the death of her husband

SIDNEY COHEN
(July 11)

Linda Redhill
on the death of her husband

MARSHALL REDHILL
(July 24)

Ken Rotenberg
on the death of his daughter

TINA ROTENBERG
(July 26)

Gloria Midgen
on the death of her husband

SIDNEY MIDGEN
(August 9)

“The Remembrance of the 
Righteous 

shall be a blessing.”   
Proverbs 10:7
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Phone: (416) 449-3880 Fax: (416) 449-9831
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CJLL phone: (416) 449-3872, ext 211
Jenn Katz, director, the centre for jewish living and learning (cjll)
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Debra B. Landsberg, rabbi

Arthur Bielfeld, rabbi emeritus

Judy Gershon, cantorial soloist & music director

Anna Trubashnik, cantor emerita
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Carli Portman, administrative coordinator 
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HAVDALAH/DISCUSSION EVENINGS:
A place to express and listen to thoughts and ideas as a Jewish human on this planet

by rochelle burns

The goal was to have an atmosphere where all could 
express their opinions, ideas, and solutions and 
feel they were being listened to. The respect of all 

toward each other, even when they had a different take, was 
palpable. It was a sign of our Temple members’ decency. 

Of all that was put forward, the most repeated was, “silence 
is never an option.” Our people’s history has born this out. 
(Actually, our fellow member Nathan Leipciger, who added 
much to the evening, used those words in his speech when, 
a few weeks later, he received an honorary doctorate from 
the University of Toronto.)

Talk began over delicious hors d’oeuvres, followed by an 
enchanting Havdalah service.  Then the discussion where 

some chose to speak, some to listen; concluding with more 
discussions among participants over desserts and teas 
from our Biblical Herb Garden (and explanations of the teas 
by some whose efforts have made this garden possible.)

The success of the evening is shown by the many who 
asked for another such event. Over and over, the topic 
suggested, for the next time, was in the area of we Jews 
trying to get along with each other. Keep an eye out for 
when more of these evenings will be held.

It’s from discussions like this where Temple Emanu-El 
members honour and encourage each other’s ideas, or their 
choice to just listen, that help make our Temple a place of 
warmth and kindness. Truly, a home away from home.

http://



