
October 20, 2017 

Dear Parents, 

 The yeladim were so excited to return to school and share their experiences of 

Sukkot with their class. From shaking the lulav, smelling the sweet Etrog, going to 

grandparents, relatives’ or friends’ houses, dancing with the Torah on Simchat Torah 

to helping dad take down the sukkah and decorations….we decided that Sukkot is 

truly a fun holiday! 

 This week, the yeladim learned the first Parsha of the Torah. We know that on 

Simchat Torah in shul we start to read the Torah from the beginning. The first 

chapter (parsha) of the Torah is called Bereisheet, “In the Beginning” and every week 

there is a new parsha. However, due to the fact that there is sooo much to learn 

about Bereisheet and Noach, and Lech Lecha , we will be learning each of them for a 

few weeks. We read the story In the Beginning by Miriam Ramsfelder Levin. It was 

about a boy named Adam who, in the beginning, had a very messy room, just like the 

world. Very slowly, he began to organize it just as Hashem organized the world. 

 On Monday, the children entered the classroom to encounter complete 

darkness, just like the beginning of creation. When the Morot turned on the light, we 

said “Vayehee Ohr”, and then light was created - (in the original by Hhashem, in the 

classroom by PSE&G). Before Hashem made the world, there was a big area of space 

called Tohu vaVohu. To try to bring this to life in the children’s eyes we put a piece of 

white oaktag on the floor and the children took turns splattering different paint 

colors onto the paper with potato mashers. It was a lot of fun and quite messy. But 

the children realized that everything was a mess in the beginning and it took Hashem 

6 days to create new things and organize the world ( as we mentioned , it will take us 

quite a bit longer!) 

 For an additional art experience we put black paper on top of white paper; the 

children had to rip the black paper and see how light came from darkness and formed 

a shape. They described what they saw - from light, morning, moon, star, pipe and 

carrot. It was so interesting to see their different perceptions of what they had 

“created”.  



 We all went outside for a walk and looked at all the different things outside. 

e.g. trees, leaves, grass, the sky, moon, stars, birds, airplanes, garbage truck, houses, 

playground, squirrel, cars ,fire engines and each other. When we came back to our 

class, we made a chart of what was man made and what was Hashem made. 

For snack, the children enjoyed black and white Oreo cookies to remind us 

what Hashem made on the first day of Creation. 

 For math concepts, the yeladim had a blast playing musical chairs. We counted 

seven chairs, put on music and when the music stopped the children had to sit on a 

chair. We took away 1 chair at a time,and counted how many chairs were left. 

demonstrate to the children to start with 7 and subtract to 0. They loved this game 

and asked if we could play it again and again!!( and we did!) 

At the Writing Center we put Othello discs in a cup and the children took turns 

counting to 7. They shook the cup and spilled out the 7 discs. The children had to 

count how many were white and how many were black, add the two colors together 

and it always came to 7!! How fascinating!!! 

 On Tuesday, during Ma’agal, we played with the concept of light and shadow. 

We made a shadow box with several different items. We used a flashlight to shine on 

the item that was hidden from the children. Each child took a turn to figure out what 

the item was. One child saw a block and it was really a block. One child saw a car and 

it was really a water bottle. One child saw a book and it was really a book. One child 

saw a fork and it was really a fork. One child saw a pot and it was really a puzzle 

piece. One child saw a lego and it was really a magna tile. One child saw a finger and it 

was really a candle. One child saw a hammer and it was really a peg. One child saw a 

hat and it was really a pot. And one child saw a kotek and it was really a rubber band.  

 The children enjoyed playing a matching game with opposites. e.g. night/day, 

ocean/sky, boy/girl and bird/fish.  

 On Wednesday, we learned what Hashem created on Yom Shaynee, the sky and 

the water. We learned about clouds. There are three types of clouds, some are flat 

clouds, some are storm clouds and some are big fluffy clouds. We read the book, 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs by Judi Barrett, which led to a discussion on 

what each child would like to fall down from the sky. When we were eating lunch we 



said wouldn’t it be funny if Mommy or Daddy didn’t make lunch and our lunch would 

just fall down from the sky!! ( MORE ABOUT THAT LATER WHEN WE LEARN 

ABOUT MAN – SSSHHH). We read Thunder Cake by Patricia Polacco to explain 

about rain clouds. And lastly, we read It Looked Like Spilt Milk by Charles G. Shaw, 

which showed the children that clouds come in all different shapes. The yeladim 

enjoyed a special treat of blue jello(sky) with whipped cream (clouds) on top!!! 

 On Thursday, the children had such a fun time putting a dab of white paint on 

top of dark blue paper. They folded the paper in half and pressed down. They opened 

it to see what shape they created and were so amazed at all the different shapes 

they were making. 

 The children are looking forward to the petting zoo coming to our school on 

Monday. 

 Thank you to our Shabbat Imma, Bracha and Shabbat Abba, Gavriel for their 

yummy treats!! 

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

 

 Love,  

 Morah Yehudit and Morah Tzipora 

 



 

 

 


