
October 3, 2017  

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome back from the special Shabbat Yom Kippur. We hope you had a meaningful day and 

fast. Now we are so busy getting ready for Succot.  The children can’t wait to sit and eat in their succot 

and have a special davening again in Shul. 

This week we read the book, Hillel Builds a House by Shoshana Lepon. The book follows Hillel as 

he goes around building different kinds of houses. He builds a pillow fort, a backyard tent, and of course 

we were most interested in the succah that he builds. The children got in the spirit and wanted to build 

their own succah and so we put one together right in the classroom! We took HUGE cardboard boxes, 

taped them together to build all the walls and then everyone helped make and decorate the succah. It 

came out amazingly well, and was big enough to fit two children at a time! We didn’t stop there though,; 

every day two children got to eat lunch in the succah.  

To get our creative juices flowing, we took some branches and used them as paintbrushes. The 

patterns the children made were so intricate and the bright red, orange, yellow, and green colors were so 

vibrant. Come check out the finished masterpieces in our classroom. Our children also practiced building 

skills by hammering in popsicle sticks into blocks of styrofoam. Everyone got a chance to hold a wooden 

block, ( our hammer of choice), and to see and feel the popsicle stick slowly embed into the stryofoam. 

The next day we read Sadie’s Sukkah Breakfast by Jamie Korngold which led to a discussion about 

whom we wanted to invite into our succah. Some of the answers were, “friends, cousins, grandma and 

grandpa, and bubbie and zadie.” This evolved into a conversation about the Ushpizin and other people 

who could be invited into the succah so that there is always a guest there. 



Another name for Succot is “Zman Simchateinu,” which means joyous times. Getting to build 

succot, shake lulavim and etrogim, and dance in shul definitely qualifies as a fun time! We passed around 

our lulav and etrog in class and practiced shaking them in every direction. The children loved this part! 

 

At our Art Center, we made our own etrogim by crumpling up paper, dipping it in yellow paint, 

and glued on a clove in place of a pitom. (The etrogim will be coming home in special pouches with a 

special nesting material, because we KNOW how fragile that pitom is!) We also took pictures of the 

children holding a lulav and etrog and printed them so they could decorate the borders with crayons and 

stickers alongside the “laishaiv ba'succah” bracha. Hopefully, you will enjoy this as a succah decoration for 

years to come. 

 

On Tuesday, we went around the school in circles - we were antcipating doing “hakkafot.” The 

children were excited to point out the many circles around the school. Clocks, round decorations in the 

hallways, wheels on cars, round tables, and the paper chains in the succah. To get an even better feeling 

for going round and round, we gently rolled the children in sheets as if they were Torah scrolls being 

rewound back to Breisheet. The children were laughing and giggling the entire time! 

 

Books: 

It’s Sukkah Time! by Latifa Berry Kropf 

Engineer Ari and the Sukkah Express by Deborah Bodin Cohen 

A Watermelon in the Sukkah by Sylvia A. Rouss 

 

Chag Sameach and Shabbat Shalom, 

Love, 

Morah Yehudit and Morah Tzipora 



 



 
 


