
June 2023
it’s a vibe
by canor rachel goldman

As I sit here to write the June message, one thought continues to swirl in my head: June. June! How 
is it already June? That means that I have been here at Beth Yeshurun for almost a full year, which 
feels a little mind-boggling. So much has happened in the past year. So….what have I learned about 
Congregation Beth Yeshurun so far? 
In my past year, I have determined unequivocally that Beth Yeshurun as a community is FUN. Seriously, 

y’all know how to have fun. I have always felt that Shabbat should always have some over-the-top joyful feelings woven into 
the weekly experience, and Friday night is the best time to frontload ourselves with those feelings as much as we can. That 
way, when we wake up on Saturday, the joy has carried over and we wake up with it. As we have added in new melodies 
and revived some oldies-but-goodies, Friday night has grown to feel a bit like a downright party. Really, it’s an entire vibe. 
People are singing along, clapping, smiling, and even doing choreography (CBY, *I could not be more proud of this*) to the 
point that the communal joy is palpable and contagious. A DJ can play the best music ever, but it is for naught if nobody 
dances. You, Beth Yeshurun, bring the party with your whole selves. One of my B’nai Mitzvah students pointed this out to 
me on the bema a couple of weeks ago, citing how “cool” it was that everyone was tapping their toes at the same time to a 
certain prayer. Every Friday night, I get to witness the congregation dramatically shift the energy of a room for the better in 
the span of an hour, and it really is a magnificent sight—even better when our B’nai Mitzvah students pick up on it. When 
our youngest recognize that vibing together is the point, I feel like we are all doing something right. 
	 Speaking of the kids, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention specifically how fun the youth of CBY is. Really, if you 
think Friday night services are a party, you should check out Friday morning services with the Day school (next year, 
though. Remember it’s June.) It has been my not-so-secret goal to transform davening experiences in both our religious 
and day schools into times that students consider highlights, and we are making serious headway. Our kids are slowly 
learning to master the art of “communal vibing” and how to bring their happiness and joy to the spiritual potluck that is 
community prayer. And let me also make this very clear: they NAIL their choreography. 
	 As Rabbi Strauss and I prepare to go to Israel and bring a bit of our communal vibing into the Holy Land, I could 
not be more excited that this is the community I get to co-lead. I cannot wait to see what new melodies and teachings we 
get to bring back to Houston and share with everyone. So, thank you Beth Yeshurun for bringing the party. Let’s keep it up!
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Check out what’s happening on and around campus!
April B’nai Mitzvah Program, Learn Program with Rabbi Strauss, and our Rising Leadership Program Sulam’s last meeting



6/1	 43	 Sandra & David Kronman
	 37	 Josette & Neil Rosenstein
6/2	 49	 Sandy & Brian Douglas
	 59	 Barbara & Norman Frankel
	 66	 Tobye & Mortimer Joachim
	 27	 Neal & Jill Kaminsky
	 39	 Lauren & Jordan Mintz
	 5	 Leah & Blake Nommensen
	 38	 Polly & Ralph Robinson
	 66	 Reba & Sylvan Rubin
6/3	 50	 Marcia & Bruce Friedman
	 61	 Sandra & Joseph Kirk
	 44	 Sharla & Richard Stark
6/4	 62	 Michelle & Martin Greenberg
	 34	 Stacy & Owen Sonik
6/5	 57	 Ricki & Milton Frankfort
	 41	 Wendi & Adam Olszewski
6/6	 41	 Aliza & Lynn Circle
	 25	 Stephy & Mario Reimers
6/7	 8	 Talya Arbisser & Joel Gluskin
	 36	 Carla & Joel Cohodes
	 53	 Diane & Allan Soffar
	 25	 Stefanie & Mark Trachtenberg
6/8	 9	 Tiffany & Jacob Siegel
	 48	 Paula & Richard Stein
6/9	 49	 Marsha & Arnold Abramson
	 32	 Darla & Scott Gardner
	 50	 Graciela & Albert Handy
	 55	 Cheryl & Michael Nussenblatt
	 32	 Merryl & J. Gordon Zuber
6/10	 50	 Terry & Norman Buchalter
	 39	 Robin & Jordan Davis
	 33	 Dora & Israel Grinberg
	 50	 Janine & Charles Pulman
	 50	 Arlene & Joseph Staller
	 39	 Linda & Thomas Uzick
	 33	 Mindy & Miles Wertheimer
6/11	 18	 Michelina Cairo & Adam Miller
	 51	 Debbie & David Schwartz
	 28	 Shelley & Paul Weitz
	 23	 Annat & David Wolf
6/12	 57	 Laurel & Dennis Brown
	 41	 Linda & Andrew Burger
		  Alexis & Kevin Moss
	 40	 Patricia & Mark Rauch
	 40	 Marcy & Randall Uzick
6/13	 30	 Tara & Steven Sondock
	 13	 Brooke & Gavin Wagenheim
6/14	 13	 Angela Semakova & Ofir Cohen
	 63	 Sheila & Louis Train
6/15	 43	 Cindy & Jeffrey Abrahams
	 6	 Lisa & David Garb
	 20	 Amy & Gage Mueller
	 48	 Carol & Eric Samet
	 20	 Brenlee & David Selchen
6/16	 16	 Donna & Robert Lane

Wedding Anniversaries
6/16	 38	 Dale & Alan Simon
6/17	 22	 Michelle & Jeremy Fingeret
	 17	 Lindsey & Jesse Hirsch
	 44	 Lillie & Ben Hurwitz
	 56	 Karol & Daniel Musher
6/18	 34	 Diane & David Naggar
	 56	 Toby & Richard Newman
	 29	 Shari & Daniel Spier
6/19	 63	 Bayla & Marvin Abrams
	 46	 Deborah & Jim Adler
	 47	 Susan & Scott Bender
	 35	 Cari & Jack Brandt
	 22	 Janice & Lawrence Finder
	 29	 Shelley & Stephen Roseman
6/20	 24	 Rebecca & Joshua Baranoff
6/21	 36	 Rhona & Bruce Caress
	 53	 Robin & Luis Dorfman
	 42	 Elyse & Randall Frapart
	 42	 Marion Rifkind & Mark Krasnov
	 48	 Rita & Vadim Tunitsky
6/22	 37	 Nora & Christopher Brown
	 48	 Linda & Joel Chess
	 49	 Lisa & John Torry
	 71	 Marcia & Irving Wishnow
6/23	 27	 Connie & Douglas Dotan
	 32	 Barbara & J. Rael Elk
	 49	 Joyce & Stephen Fadem
	 52	 Lindy & Sanford Kahn
6/24	 33	 Toby & Gregg Brown
	 39	 Lisa & David Fleishman
	 18	 Jami & Howard Kammerman
	 33	 Linda & Curtis Kantor
	 33	 Beth & Jeff Lefkowitz
	 72	 Bernice & Jordan Loftus
	 44	 Rhoda & Steven Saka
6/25	 45	 Susan Gumbiner & Alex Weisselberg
	 45	 Linda & Paul Metter
	 66	 Ryva & Burton Reckles
	 51	 Barbara & Leonard Roth
	 51	 Melanie & Barry Shoss
	 62	 Rena & Harvey Zidell
6/26	 40	 Lisa & Joel Bender
	 57	 Merle & William Granek
	 19	 Dana & Philip Grosman
	 63	 Rosalind & Melvin Kalmans
	 46	 Cindi & Marc Steinberg
6/27	 58	 Andrea & Richard Brody
	 24	 Orit & David Malev
6/28	 36	 Esther & Steven Bethke
6/29	 76	 Helen & Martin Mark
	 54	 Linda & Jerry Paine
	 49	 Faina & Ilya Shnur
	 60	 Karen & Samuel Shoss
6/30	 49	 Harriet & Arnold Eisenstein
	 38	 Mindy & Barry Levinson
	 44	 Jan & Stanford Shoss



FRIDAY EVENINGS
June 2, 2023
Parashat Nasso |CL 8:01pm
6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal: CanCare Shabbat
6:45 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel

June 9, 2023
Parashat Beha’alotcha | CL 8:04pm
6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal
6:45 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel 

June 16, 2023
Parashat Sh’lach | Shabbat Mevarchim | CL 8:07pm
6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal: Fathers’ Shabbat
6:45 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel

June 23, 2023
Parashat Korach | CL 8:08pm
6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal: Pride Shabbat
6:45 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel

June 30, 2023
Parashat Chukat-Balak | CL 8:09pm
6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal
6:45 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel

July 7, 2023
Parashat Pinchas | CL 8:08pm
6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal
6:45 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel

SATURDAY MORNING
8:30 AM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
9:15 AM - Museum Minyan Service
9:30 AM - Main Sanctuary Service
11:30 AM - Torah Study

SATURDAY EVENING SERVICES
June 3, 2023 | 7:45 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
June 10, 2023 | 7:45 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
June 17, 2023 | 8:00 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
June 24, 2023 | 8:00 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
July 1, 2023 | 8:00 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel

WEEKDAY CHAPEL SERVICES
Mornings: Sun 8:00am, Mon-Fri 7:00am*
Afternoon/Evenings: Sun-Thu 7:30pm

* Rosh Chodesh Tammuz, June 19-20 6:45am

Visit bethyeshurun.org/chapel to view
the complete schedule for Daily Chapel Service.

Worship ScheduleMazel Tov to our B’nai Mitzvah!
Zoe Newman (June 2-3) daughter of 
Erin & Jeff Newman; sister of Olivia; 
granddaughter of Lynda & Josephz”l 
Newman, Rita Lenig, and Larry & Marcia 
Lenig.

A Notice About Bereavement Communications
Bereavement notices for our synagogue family are distributed 
with the permission of the deceased’s family, and the timing 
of these notices is dictated by the family’s request. Of course, 
each family grieves in its own way, and we are grateful for our 
congregation’s patience and understanding with different 
families’ preferences about how their loss is publicized.

Condolences
The congregation extends its

sincerest condolences to the families of:
Max Kawalsky, Gloria M. Schramm,

Herman “Bubba” Silberstein, and Flo Slatko.
May their memories be for a blessing.

Kaia Kammerman (June 9-10) daughter 
of Howard & Jami Kammerman; sister of 
Jase; granddaughter of Glenn & Roselle 
Kammerman and Linda & Mackz”l White.

Mia Pickelner (June 9-10) daughter 
of Staci & Aaron Pickelner; sister of 
Halle; granddaughter of Celia Schwarz 
and Robert Lamm, Naomi & Seymour 
Greenstein, Beverly & Robert Pickelner 
and Heriette Pickelnerz”l.

Your Sisterhood Giftshop is here for all your Judaica needs!
Open Tuesday-Thursday 10am-4pm; Friday 

10am-2:00pm; Sunday 10am-1:00pm; Closed 
Saturday & Monday. 

Call them at 713.255.8021 or
email GIFTSHOP@BETHYESHURUN.ORG

It’s a Mitzvah!
Interested in making a donation towards the Chapel Minyan 
weekday breakfast, or a Chapel or Museum Minyan Shabbat 
Kiddush in memory of your loved one or in honor of a 
simcha? Please contact Marco Alvarado at MALVARADO@
BETHYESHURUN.ORG or 713.666.1881 x368.
IN HONOR OF
Zeev Goldberg’s Birthday by Martine Levine and Family

IN MEMORY OF
Carol Altman by Deborah Bowen and Family
Rose Eisenstein by Arnold & Harriet Eisenstein and Family 
Don Levit by Benjy Levit
Charles Naggar by Fifi Goodfellow and Family
Steven G. Rudoff by Georga Rudoff and Family
Marianne Weinberg by Michael Weinberg and Family

We invite you to share with us your simchas - births, 
engagement, weddings, or award and recognitions. Fill out 

our Mazel Tov form with your information a picture and 
share your great news with the rest of the congregation.

BETHYESHURUN.ORG/MAZELTOV



Welcome Program Associates
Joanie Dillingham & Rachel Hartman!

Joanie Dillingham is a new Program 
Associate at Congregation Beth Yeshurun, 
focusing on social media and supporting 
the William S. Malev Schools for Religious 
Studies. Mother of two BYDS students, Erik 
and Alexander, Joanie is a familiar face on 
campus as she is an active volunteer and 
substitute teaches with the Day School! 
She’s originally from Wisconsin and full 

of fun knowledge. Primarily behind the scenes, you can 
almost always catch her in the comment section on our 
Facebook page or on Instagram!

Rachel Hartman is a new Program 
Associate at Congregation Beth Yeshurun, 
focusing on youth programming. She is 
excited to meet the  tweens and teens of 
Beth Yeshurun and plan awesome events 
for them! She is the mother of 3, ages 13, 
10, and 6. Rachel grew up in Houston and 
attended Beth Yeshurun Day School. For 
the last 14 years she taught kids from 

preschool all the way to High School!

Some of our goals for the next year are to create new 
programs for tweens ages 10-12, ongoing volunteer 
opportunities for high schoolers, and community-building 
events for all kids aged 10-18. We welcome feedback 
from you, so if you have ideas for programs your kids 
would enjoy, let Rachel know! You can reach her by phone, 
713.255.8029, or email, RHARTMAN@BETHYESHURUN.ORG.

She’s looking forward to meeting you and your kids, so if 
you see her around please introduce yourself!

PRIDE SHABBAT & DINNER WITH KESHET HOUSTON
FRIDAY, JUNE 23RD AT 6:00PM

Join Keshet Houston and Congregation Beth Yeshurun 
for the annual Shabbat dinner celebrating LGBT & 
Jewish pride on Friday evening, June 23, 2023. Begin the 
evening with services at 6:00pm in the Freedman-Levit 
Sanctuary.  Afterward, we’ll enjoy a festive kosher dinner 
in Stein Hall.
The cost for dinner is $10 per person. RSVP and payment 
for dinner are required before 6:00 pm, Sunday, June 18.  
Pay by credit or debit card by visiting KESHETHOUSTON.
ORG/PRIDE-DINNER-2023, or mail your check to: 
Keshet Houston, P.O. Box 920552, Houston, Texas 
77292. Your mailed payment must be received by June 
18. Payments cannot be accepted on the night of the 
dinner. If your financial situation limits your ability to pay, 
please contact Keshet in advance. No one should miss 
this event because of an inability to pay!
If you are interested in marching with Keshet in the Pride 
Houston Parade on Saturday, June 24th, register by visiting 
KESHETHOUSTON.ORG/PARADE-RSVP.

SAVE THE DATE!
Pride Playdate with PJ Library - Sunday, June 11thHopefully you have noticed the increase of incredible 

pictures from events over the last year. A huge thank 
you to Daniel Bissonnet for being our go-to photographer 

and capturing how vibrant Beth Yeshurun is. 

We want to see your photos as well! Tag Beth Yeshurun 
or “check-in” and share your photos. You never know, 

one might show up in a future edition of The Message.

Join us for Morning Minyan...
stay and learn Torah with Clergy! 



The William S. Malev Schools for Religious Studies recently held its 8th annual ISRAEL-A-PALOOZA event for the 
Religious School families to celebrate Israel’s 75th birthday. Since its inception, the program has been generously 
sponsored by Arthur and Joyce Dauber. 
Families participated in activities related to Leaders in Israel’s History, Technology and Innovations, the Dead Sea, 
and Israel’s map. All had the opportunity to write prayers to put in the model of the Kotel and contribute to a beautiful 
mosaic made with beans, rice, peas and popcorn kernels that will be hung in the hallway. The children had a great 
time using their play shekels to buy items at the shuk (market). And all enjoyed eating the falafel, pizza, and birthday 
cupcakes!



Celebrate the lives of cancer survivors with us 
at our Shabbat services on June 2, 2023 at 
6:00pm. We will have Kris Kerlin, Director of 
Mission Impact at CanCare, as our speaker. 

Rabbi Morgen will offer a special blessing for anyone 
touched by cancer, and for all our cancer survivors. 
CanCare is a nonprofit, interfaith organization that provides 
an opportunity for a person who is fighting cancer to walk 
with a volunteer cancer survivor. Beth Yeshurun has been 
a congregational member of CanCare since 2001.
CanCare volunteers provide one-on-one emotional and 
support to cancer patients and their family members, 
offering encouragement, hope, and understanding that 
comes from a shared experience. 
Contact CanCare at CANCARE.ORG or 713.461.0028, for 
support if you, or someone you know, is fighting cancer. 
Survivors can learn more about the training program to 
become one of their volunteers.
For questions or more information, please contact 
Rabbi Steven Morgen (CanCare Rabbinic liaison) at 
713.666.1881, Leah Katz at 713.446.5324, or Michael 
Wiesenthal at 713.703.6791.HONEY SALES BEGIN THIS MONTH!

Don't wait! Each year we have several 
folks who miss the ordering deadline 
and have to pay an additional $7/jar 
for a late fee. Remember, the vendor 
sets the price and the deadline date.
A jar of Kosher honey makes an 
excellent High Holidays greeting. 
Consider sending honey to family, 
friends, teachers, customers and 
colleagues. Each package includes an 

8 ounce jar of honey along with the appropriate prayers 
and a gift card from you. Honey will be delivered prior to 
Erev Rosh Hashanah.
All proceeds from this sale benefit the students of our 
Shul and School.
Just go to bethyeshurun.org/honey. Fill in the name and 
address and the greeting for each jar. All orders must 
be placed on the order-entry system. No paper orders 
will be accepted.
Cost $14/jar includes shipping anywhere in the USA. 
There is an additional fee for international orders. Order 
by August 1st to avoid a late fee.
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We’ll back in our new and improved space this August!  
 

We are looking for volunteers to help 
 with receptionist desk coverage 

 and other general administrative tasks. 
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Sunday, June 4, 2023 from 1:00-3:00pm

A great volunteer opportunity for teens and tweens!
We will be packing snacks, decorating bags, and collecting 
juice boxes for the organization, Kids' Meals. We’ll provide 

all the supplies that will be packed in the bags. 
Since 2006, Kids’ Meals has been making and delivering 
free, healthy meals directly to the homes of hungry 
children. Their mission is to end childhood hunger by 
delivering free healthy meals to the doorsteps of Greater 

Houston’s hungriest preschool-aged children.
If your teen/tween needs volunteer hours let us know!

BETHYESHURUN.ORG/EVENT/
KIDSMEALSTEENEVENT060423

All Summer Long we are also supporting Kids' Meals 
Houston's mission by participating in the 2023 Summer 
Juice Box Challenge. Our goal is to provide 2,000 juice 

boxes! We have met our goal the last 2 years! Help us get 
there again!

You can participate online using their Juice Box Challenge 
website and an additional 5% of the retail value will go 

back to Kids' Meals Houston! You can also drop off juice 
boxes (100% Juice) in the Administrative Lobby or the 
Lobby by Friedman Levit Sanctuary through July 31. 

For more information visit: 
BETHYESHURUN.ORG/EVENT/

2023-SUMMER-JUICE-BOX-CHALLENGE



The Gathering Place provides a free of charge loving, 
safe and fun environment for care partners experiencing 
memory loss due to Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, stroke or 
other forms of dementia.

The Gathering Place meets once a month, at 
Congregation Beth Yeshurun. The meetings combine 
physical movement, socialization, music, and other 
memory-stimulating activity in a safe and comfortable 
2 hour time block, enabling caregivers to attend to 
their personal needs without worry. A professional 
staff member attends each Gathering Place to provide 
expert support and assistance to the volunteers. The 
Beth Yeshurun Sisterhood is a proud suporter of the 
Gathering Place.

For more information please contact our coordinators:

 Lillie Hurwitz at LILLIEHUR@GMAIL.COM
 or Hedy Spiegel at HEDY1234@AOL.COM
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Contact Us

Time sensitive material - please deliver promptly!

For information about these dates and more visit 
bethyeshurun.org/calendar 

also make sure you are receiving our weekly emails!

Upcoming Events

Michael Kaplan, M.D. is proud to sponsor “The Message”
Beth Yeshurun is a synagogue with a vital mission: 

to offer spiritual experiences that inspire and uplift all ages, 
to educate children and adults, and to provide a setting in 

which Judaism can be joyously lived and experienced.
At Kaplan Sinus Relief, we want everyone to

Breathe Well...and Live Well 
KAPLANSINUSRELIEF.COM | 713.588.9987

6/1 	  4525 Live! Guest Nataly Marks
	  Summer Juice Box Challenge Begins
6/2 	  Shabbat Renewal: CanCare Shabbat
6/4 	  Kids’ Meals Teen and Tween Event
6/7 	  Docent-Led Tour @ MFAH
6/8 	  Docent-Led Tour @ MFAH
6/11 	  Pickleball for Jewish Singles 50+
	  Pride Playdate with PJ Library
6/15 	  Kids Meals/SEARCH Bags Assembly
6/16 	  Shabbat Renewal: Fathers’ Shabbat
6/17 	  Congregational Trip To Israel Departure
6/18 	  Father’s Day
	  Black Historical Society/Juneteenth Event
6/22 	  The Gathering Place
6/23 	  Pride Shabbat with Keshet
6/25 	  Pickleball for Jewish Singles 50+
6/27 	  Congregational Trip to Israel Returns
7/4 	  Independence Day - Admin Offices Closed
7/20 	  The Gathering Place
7/22 	  Second B’nai Mitzvah Service
7/25 	  Sisterhood Honey Cakes
7/27 	  Tisha B’Av

Ongoing: Breakfast Club - Morning Torah Study with 
Clergy; Wednesdays: Jewish Meditation

Mazel Tov to our new President Lori Herzog, 
and a big Todah Rabah to our outgoing
President David Stein pictured above
with Past President Jerrad Bloome.


