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Message froM rabbi steven Morgen

I ate bacon in college. 

Well, in my freshman year I did, anyway.

My parents did not keep kosher, 
exactly. They were serious Reform 
Jews. Both of them taught in the 

religious school at the Temple in Tucson. My father went 
“religiously” to Friday night services, and even Saturday 
morning services. But we didn’t buy kosher meat. We did 
not separate meat from dairy when we ate. On the other 
hand, we did not have bacon or shellfish at home. So, 
when I went away to college… well, I thought I might as 
well find out what I was missing.

After my first year, though, I decided that bacon (or other 
pork products) were not for me. I never really ate shellfish. 

My roommates for the next three years of college kept 
kosher, so I learned how to shop and keep a kosher 
kitchen. 

As a rabbinical student I wrote and edited the text for 
a CD the Conservative Movement produced on Kashrut. 
Shortly after I wrote it, CD’s became obsolete. Oh well. 

Anyway, that is all to say that we have an exciting weekend 
coming up February 18-20. A classmate of mine in 
Rabbinical school, Dr. Joshua Kulp, will be coming to talk 
about “The Hungry Jew.” Dr. Kulp actually didn’t finish 
rabbinical school. The year we were in Israel he decided 
to apply to Bar Ilan University to get a PhD in Talmud. And 
now he is an outstanding scholar and teacher – and Rosh 
Yeshiva (head of the academy) – at the Conservative 
Yeshiva in Jerusalem. 

His talk on Friday night will be about Adam and Eve and 
what their story teaches us about food. On Saturday 
he will talk about Cheeseburgers, Bacon, and Wine. 
Saturday night he will do a special Beer Tasting program 
at which he will discuss Jews and Brews. And finally, on 
Yom Limmud he will discuss the most famous Jewish 
meal of all time: the Passover Seder. He wrote a really 
fascinating commentary on the Passover Haggadah, and 
he will be sharing some of his insights on it for his Yom 
Limmud presentation. 

So, please join me in welcoming Dr. Joshua Kulp to Beth 
Yeshurun and to Houston!

For more information and to register
 for this week’s events visit:

BETHYESHURUN.ORG/EVENT/DRJOSHKULP022022

The Message
congregation beth yeshurun

Check out what’s happening on and around campus!
Tu B’Shevat Willow Waterhole Clean-up, volunteers mailing 

concert invitations, & Young Professionals Tu B’Shevat Event.



Guest Speaker Judy Blake
Shabbat Together:

Celebrating Jewish Disability & Awareness Month  
Friday, February 11, 2022 at 6:00pm

Judy is a Program Coordinator 
for Family-to-Family Network, a 
Houston non-profit that provides 
programs that empower families 
of children and young adults 
with disabilities as they navigate 
the complex special education, 
health care and disabilities 
service systems. Through 
training, they help individuals 
with disabilities and their family 

members define and achieve success for themselves and 
their loved ones. Creating opportunities and possibilities 
where others see barriers, she strives to change attitudes 
so that every individual can achieve THEIR best life. 
Judy also serves on the Board and is a Family Faculty 
member for the LoneStar LEND Program. LEND 
programs are throughout the country and promote 
training that produces future leaders equipped to best 
serve underrepresented and underserved children 
with autism spectrum disorder and developmental 
disabilities. LoneStar LEND is a collaborative between 
UT Health Science Center/McGovern School of Medicine, 
Baylor College of Medicine, Texas Woman’s University, 
University of Houston, and University of Houston – Clear 
Lake. She works with medical residents and fellows, 
graduate students, professionals, parents, and siblings 
of people with disabilities and self-advocates throughout 
a 10-month interdisciplinary training model focused on 
leadership, cultural competence, and evidence-based 
practice.  
She is also the co-coordinator of the Harris County 
Community Resource Collaboration Group – facilitating 
meetings with non-profit agencies, school districts and 
community members conducting monthly education 
seminars. She also participates in staffing sessions for 
youth 10-17 years old who are in crisis, needing significant 
support.  
She is also Chairperson of the Baker Ripley Health 
Services Advisory Committee, serves on the Board 
of the University of Houston Clear Lake – Center for 
Autism and Developmental Disabilities, and participates 
in Project DOCC (Delivery of Chronic Care) – sharing 
the “lived experience” with medical students and 
residents regarding the journey of raising an adult son 
with disabilities. She also serves two public advisory 
committees for The Harris Center for Mental Health and 
IDD. 
Judy is the very proud single mother of Ryan, a wonderful 
26-year-old man who was born when autism spectrum 
disorder was unknown to many. She quickly became his 
advocate, always ensuring that he was living a meaningful 
life.

The mission of ReelAbilities is to bring systemic change 
to the culture of Houston's families, institutions, places 
of work, and communities to be more inclusive of people 
with disabilities. The ReelAbilities Film Festival offers on-
demand movies, live events, and discussions around a 
variety of topics on inclusion.
Visit the ReelAbilities Website to view movies available on-
demand beginning February 16th. You can also register 
for live events, including UP Abilities, ReelWorkplace, and 
a variety of movie discussions.  
ReelAbilities Houston is produced annually by the JFS 
Alexander Institute for Inclusion in collaboration with the 
Mayor's Office for People with Disabilities. Learn more 
about the ReelAbilities Film Festival of Houston, including 
its history, sponsors, schedule, and opportunities for 
involvement.

BETHYESHURUN.ORG/EVENT/REELABILITIES-FESTIVAL-2022



Join us for Morning Minyan...
stay and learn Torah with our Clergy! 

Tuesdays: Wisdom of Torah with Rabbi Strauss 
Held in memory of Steve Rudoffz’l. Breakfast is sponsored by: 

Larry Finder, Stephen Tew, Gordon Zuber, & Jack Uzick
Wednesdays: Voices of Torah with Rabbi Morgen 

Breakfast is sponsored by: Trudi & Max Esses, Larry Finder, 
Barbara & Dell Coleman, and Rachel & Andrew Toubin

Thursdays: Jewish Mysticism & Ancient
Cultural Beliefs with Rabbi Fort 

Breakfast is sponsored by: Anonymous and
Courtney Zubowski-Haas & Eric Haas

Saturdays: Weekly Torah Portion with Rabbi Horwitz

Joshua Kulp is the Rosh Yeshiva at the Conservative 
Yeshiva in Jerusalem. Josh was born in New York City, 
grew up in Margate, New Jersey and attended college at 
the University of Michigan. In 1994 he moved to Israel 
and in 1995 he founded the Conservative Yeshiva where 
he has been teaching ever since. He is the author of two 
books, The Schechter Haggadah and Reconstructing the 
Talmud. He is the author of the Mishnah Yomit English 
commentary on the entire Mishnah and the Daf Shevui 
commentary on the Talmud, which so far covers Sukkah, 
Megillah and the beginning of Ketubot. Josh lives with his 
wife and children in Modiin.

THE HUNGRY JEW

According to the Torah, the first laws given to humanity 
were food laws. Adam and Eve were told not to eat 
from a certain tree, and a few generations later, Noah 
and his descendants were told not to eat the limbs of 
a living animal. For human beings, food is not just the 
calories that sustain us. Food is culture, food is history, 
food is identity. And no tradition has historically been 
more characterized by food prohibitions than Judaism. 
But the meaning of these laws continues to be elusive, 
and questions that were asked 2000 years ago remain 
unanswered and worthy of exploration to this day. Is it 
rational to eat some animals and not others, and if it 
is not, why observe such laws? What is the purpose of 
the Jewish dietary laws? Why do some Jews refrain from 
drinking wine or eating certain foods that were made or 
even touched by a non-Jews? Exploring these questions 
helps us gain a broad perspective on what it means to be 
a Jew whose Torah is full of laws that do not always seem 
to make rational sense. 

Shabbat Renewal
Food, Wisdom and Restraint: The Stories of Adam and 

Eve and What They Have To Teach Us About Food
Shabbat Morning Kiddush Luncheon 

Bacon, Cheeseburgers, and Wine: The Origins and 
Enduring Meaning of Jewish Food Prohibitions

Saturday Evening (21+)
The Torah of Beer: Can You Do Kiddush or Havdalah 

Over Beer?
For more information and to register visit: 

BETHYESHURUN.ORG/EVENT/DRJOSHKULP022022

The Textual Foundations for Today’s
Jewish Religious Communities

Taught by Rabbi David Rosen at the ERJCC
8-Part Series begining February 22 | 11:15a - 12:15p

Study of the texts which provide our earliest 
understandings of Orthodox, Conservative, 
Reform and Reconstructionist Judaism. We 
will also examine texts written by leading 
figures in each movement over the last 
century which can help us understand how 
each movement has evolved. 

ERJCC.FORCE.COM/S/REGISTRATION?
SEARCHKEYWORD=THE+TEXTUAL+FOUNDATIONS

Sunday, February 20
Yom Limmud (Day of Learning) provides a unique 
opportunity for Jews from all denominations and walks 
of life to connect with unique Jewish stories and culture 
from around the globe through music, art, cooking, and 

general education.
Yom Limmud is sponsored by the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Houston in partnership with the Barish Family/

The Chair King.
For more information and to register visit
HOUSTONJEWISH.ORG/YOMLIMMUD

Family Member or friend in the hospital or nursing care? 
The CBY Clergy and/or Hospital Visiting Group members 

are happy to reach out to them with spiritual comfort.
Please contact Lisa Unsell at lunsell@bethyeshurun.org

or 713.255.8017 to request a phone call or visit.



It’s a Mitzvah!

Interested in sponsoring a Chapel Minyan weekday 
breakfast, or a Chapel or Museum Minyan Shabbat Kiddush 
in memory of your loved one or in honor of a simcha? 
Please contact Eileen Pettigrew, Food Service Manager, 
at EPETTIGREW@BETHYESHURUN.ORG or 713.666.1881, ext. 
368.
IN MEMORY OF
Vera Olin Blum by Marvin and Michelle Blum & Bernice 
and Steven Miller
Freeda Friedman by Arnold & Harriet Eisenstein & Family
Milton Kammerman by Susan & Lenny Kammerman 
Edith Kaplan and Fred Weisselberg by Susan Gumbiner & 
Alex Weisselberg
Amelia Samet Kornfeld by Joe Kornfeld and Family
Jack Lee by Karen Lee and Family
Murray Leiberman by Pepper and Steven Leiberman
Maurice Poy Levey by Susie & Scott Bender
Eveta Weingarten Levinson by Jack Weingarten
Florence Eisen Rosenthal by Stu & Louise Rosenthal
Felix Sagher by Tammy Simi
Arnold J. Schwartzberg by Michael Schwartzberg
Morris “Maishe” Taibel by The Camhi, Bazbaz, Levy & 
Slomianski Families
Victor Haim Tesciuba by Ben, Michele, Arielle, Eliya & 
Zachary Shani
Bernard Weingarten by Jack Weingarten

2/1 19 Jaffray & Chris Getz
 2 Erica Robinson Winsor & Lawrence Winsor
2/3 31 Syma & Darryl Levy
 15 Robyn & Kevin Rosenblatt
2/4 61 Teresa & Leonard Friedman
 16 Victoria & Rodney Merwin
2/5 39 Robin & Bennett Greenspan
 27 Leah Stolar & Bruce Kessler
 28 Jeannie & Gary Wermuth
2/6 40 Irene & Lev Bleyzer
 12 Lea & Tom Radom
2/7 62 Joan & Max Lupuloff
2/9 37 Jordana & Douglas Hoffman
 31 Linda & Michael Lang
 14 Emily & Joshua Mintz
2/10 11 Liliane & Joshua Lesnoy
2/12 11 Annette & Scott Ernstein
2/13 26 Lenora Noroski & Frank Inselbuch
2/13 28 Laraine & Mark Shpall
2/14 34 Nasrin & Abraham Maghsoudi
 35 Carol & David Neider
 7 Rachel & Levi Strauss
2/15 32 Carina & Bryan Deaktor
 35 Sara Ellen & Hugh Kaiser
 35 Traci & Steven Schwartz
 18 Julie & Gregory Smith
2/16 58 Joan & Louis Katz
 26 Stacy & Michael Schwartzberg
 47 Cheryl & Les Wolf
2/17 14 Ernie & Rachelle Hernandez
2/18 43 Cheryl & Jack Taub
2/19 10 Carly & Bradley Olitzki
2/21 19 Cynthia & David Patrick
 34 Ileen & Paul Spack
 40 Adrienne & Roy Wagenheim
2/22 8 Linda Friedman Pravda & Ralph Burdett
 41 Dianna & Adrian Shapiro
 18 Barbara & Ron Smoller
 31 Stell & Abraham Yheskel
2/23 14 Andrea & Shay Kuperman
 37 Teresa & Myron Lewis
 14 Natalie & Ross Stomel
2/24 14 Shiloh & Leon Davila
 60 Joan & Harry Pressman
2/25 43 Linda & Gary Mendeloff
2/26 45 Sara & Leslie Cohen
 44 Nancy & Melvin Gross
 55 Donna & Arthur Miller
2/27 40 Karen & Edward Robbins
2/28 35 Shelley & Jeffrey Aboloff
 52 Ruth & Richard Hirschfeld

Wedding Anniversaries

 We Need 
You! 

 

Call Mindi Stern 
for more 

information 
713.666.1881 

We’ll back in our new and improved space this August!  
 

We are looking for volunteers to help 
 with receptionist desk coverage 

 and other general administrative tasks. 
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We are looking for volunteers to help 
 with receptionist desk coverage 

 and other general administrative tasks. 

We invite you to share with us your simchas - births, 
engagement, weddings, or award and recognitions. Fill out our 
Mazel Tov form with your information a picture and share your 

great news with the rest of the congregation.
BETHYESHURUN.ORG/MAZELTOV



A Notice About Bereavement Communications
Bereavement notices for our synagogue family are 
distributed with the permission of the deceased’s family, 
and the timing of these notices is dictated by the family’s 
request. Of course, each family grieves in its own way, 
and we are grateful for our congregation’s patience and 
understanding with different families’ preferences about 
how their loss is publicized.

Mazel Tov to our B’nai Mitzvah!

Rebekah Grace Costa (February 4-5) 
daughter of Jennifer & Gregg Costa; 
sister of Elijah and Joshua; grandson of 
Linda & Jerry Paine and Susan & Robert 
Costa.

FRIDAY EVENINGS
February 4, 2022

Parashat T’rumah | CL 5:45pm

5:00 PM - Tot Shabbat with Miss Cathy! 
5:30 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal 

February 11, 2022
Parashat T’tzavveh| CL 5:50pm

5:30 PM - Moment at the Ark: Prayers for Healing
5:30 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal - Shabbat Together

 Guest Speaker Judy Blake
February 18, 2022 
Parashat Ki Tissa | CL 5:56pm

5:00 PM - Story Time with Rabbi Fort
5:30 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal

 Scholar-in-Residence Josh Kulp
February 25, 2022 

Parashat Va-Yak’hel |  Shabbat Shekalim | 
Shabbat Mevarchim |CL 6:01pm

5:30 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal - Go Texan Shabbat

March 4, 2022 
Parashat  P’kudei | CL 6:06pm

5:30 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal - New Member Shabbat

SATURDAY MORNING
8:30 AM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
9:15 AM - Museum Minyan Service
9:30 AM - Main Sanctuary Service
11:30 AM - Torah Study

SATURDAY EVENING SERVICES
February 5, 2022 | 5:30 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel 
February 12, 2022 | 5:30 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
February 19, 2022 | 5:45 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel 
February 26, 2022 | 5:45 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel 
March 5, 2022 | 5:45 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel

WEEKDAY CHAPEL SERVICES
Mornings: Sun 8:00am, Mon-Fri 7:00am*
     *Rosh Chodesh Adar I: February 1st & 2nd 6:45am
Afternoon/Evenings: Sun-Thu 5:30pm

Visit bethyeshurun.org/chapel to view the complete 
schedule for Daily Chapel Service.

Join us in person or virtually on our website,
Facebook page, and/or YouTube channel.

Worship Schedule

Eli James Ferber (February 11-12) son 
of Amy & Daniel Ferber; brother of Anna, 
Sam, and Sadie; grandson of Harriet 
Ferber and Diane & Ira Shapiro.

Sadie Michelle Ferber (February 11-12) 
daughter of Amy & Daniel Ferber; sister 
of Anna, Sam, and Eli; granddaughter of 
Harriet Ferber and Diane & Ira Shapiro.

Owen Alfred Schlanger (February 25-26)  
son of Kim & Jason Schlanger; brother of 
Lila; grandson of Beth & Lee Schlanger, 
Elaine Freedman Epstein and Dr. 
Steven Epstein; great-grandson of Sylvia 
Freedman.
Anna Belle Magzen (February 26)  
daughter of Cheryl Magzen and Scott 
Magzen; stepdaughter of Jacqueline 
Albright; sister of Jacob; stepsister of 
Matthew and Patrick; granddaughter of 
Hadassah & Ivor Foox and SueEllen & 
Thomas Magzen.

Your Sisterhood Giftshop is here for all your Judaica needs!
Open Tue.-Thu. 10am-4pm; 

Fri. 10am-2:30pm; Sun. 10am-1pm
Closed Sat. & Mon. 

Call them at 713.255.8021 or
email GIFTSHOP@BETHYESHURUN.ORG

Second Bar Mitzvah of Jerry Paine February 5

Condolences
The congregation extends its 

sincerest condolences to the families of:
Alfred Abraham, Judith Lefkowitz Anderson, 

Abram Batagower, Sharon “Sherry” Beverley Roth Dolgoff, 
Bernice Kalmans Edelstein, Martin “Marty” Epner,
Joanne Fisher, Carol Marie Gerber, Donald Lipp,

Shirley Louise Racusin-Roosth, Perry Radoff, 
Julius Sadowsky, Marjorie Scheinthal, 

Bruce William Schoendorf, Howard Lane Sorkin,
Morris “Maishe” Taibel, and Myron Sheldon Wolynec.

May their memories be for a blessing.



Come one, come all, join us for our annual
Purim Carnival! We have rides and food galore. 

Don’t miss this incredible event.
Interested in volunteering at the Carnival? 

Questions? Contact Jennifer Rosenzweig at 
713.666.1881 ext 312

Ticket sales will begin later this month! 

Is your family looking for a great 
way to spend time together?

Join Rabbi Sarah Fort for a fun and relaxing 
weekend at Camp Young Judae! 

Family Camp is for all ages and families, so bring 
your grandparents, parents, brothers, sisters, 
aunts, uncles, and cousins. At Family Camp you’ll 
reconnect as a family, meet up with old friends 
and make some new ones!
Together we will experience camp favorites 
including s’mores around the campfire, nature 
hikes, and the ropes course. From music to challah 
to fellowship, we will provide all the elements of 
an amazing Shabbat experience at camp.

Registration opens later this month
BETHYESHURUN.ORG/FAMILYCAMP

The retreat is open to all Beth Yeshurun and 
Beth Yeshurun Day School members and their 

families.
Financial assistance is available

Funds raised at the annual Yiddish Kup benefit the 
Congregation’s Torah ReJEWvination project, which strives to 

repair and maintain our Congregation’s precious Torah scrolls. 
Over time, a number of our Torahs have been rendered not kosher 

due to separation between the Torah’s parchment and seams; 
discoloration or cracking of the ink used by the Sofer to scribe the 

Torah; or detachment of the Eitz Chaim. 

2022 Yiddishe Kup 
Sponsorships 

 
 

Recognition & Benefits Presenting 
$10,000 

Gold 
$3600 

Silver 
$2000 

Bronze 
$1000 

Complimentary Players 8 4 4 4 

Plaque Recognition ★★ ★★   

Recognition on golf carts ★★ ★★   

Vendor table at  
pre-selected area ★★ ★★ ★★  

Recognition on golf hole ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ 

Recognition on Beth 
Yeshurun website and 
printed materials 

★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ 

Promotional item in 
player gift bags ★★ ★★ ★★ ★★ 
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Contact Us

Time sensitive material - please deliver promptly!

2/2   ScholarStream
2/4   Tot Shabbat with Miss Cathy!
2/5   Shabbat Refreshed
 Young Family Havdalah
2/6   RS/Sulam/JLP Classes Meet
            COFI Orientation
            Making Memories Grandchildren & Grandfriends
2/9 God During Times of Crisis
           100 Jewish Men
            ScholarStream
2/10  JDAIM/ISJL Program: Being Heard with Nick May
2/11  Moment at the Ark: Prayers for Healing
           Shabbat Together: Guest Judy Blake
2/12   MyShabbat 
2/13  RS/Sulam/JLP Classes Meet
 World Wide Wrap
 Introduction to Judaism 2.0
2/15  ReelAbilities Houston Film & Arts Festival 2022
2/16  YES February Program - BINGO!
2/17  Kids Meals/SEARCH Bags Assembly
 Talking to God with Rabbi Steven Morgen 
2/18  Story Time with Rabbi Fort
 Scholar in Residence (SIR): Dr. Joshua Kulp
2/19  SIR: Kiddush Luncheon
 SIR: Craft Beers, Light Bites, and Learning
 Better Together: 60’s & 70’s Music That Defined Us
2/20  Yom Limmud - Virtual
 No RS/Sulam/JLP Classes
2/22  The Textual Foundations for Today’s Jewish Religious 
     Communities with Rabbi Rosen at ERJCC
2/23  Jewish Disability Advocacy Day
2/24  Jewish Disability Advocacy Day
2/25  Go Texan Shabbat
2/27  RS/Sulam/JLP Classes Meet 
 Young Parent Play | Date
3/4 Tot Shabbat with Miss Cathy!
 New Member Shabbat

Ongoing: Breakfast Club - Morning Torah Study with 
Clergy; Wednesdays: Jewish Meditation

For information about these dates and more visit 
bethyeshurun.org/calendar 

also make sure you are receiving our weekly emails!

Upcoming Events

Michael Kaplan, M.D. is proud to sponsor “The Message”
Beth Yeshurun is a synagogue with a vital mission: 

to offer spiritual experiences that inspire and uplift all ages, 
to educate children and adults, and to provide a setting in 

which Judaism can be joyously lived and experienced.
At Kaplan Sinus Relief, we want everyone to

Breathe Well...and Live Well 
KAPLANSINUSRELIEF.COM | 713.588.9987


