
August 2022
Message froM rabbi brian strauss
To lead others in music, particularly music dedicated to glorifying God, is a precious blessing. To blend 
our divergent voices in worship is a challenging opportunity. To engage members of all ages in tefillah 
(Jewish prayer) takes a unique skill set. Fortunately, we have found the ideal Senior Cantor to fulfill 
these tasks and more. I cannot wait for you to meet my new friend and colleague Cantor Rachel 
Goldman. 

With her talents, personality, character, and genuine passion for Jewish life, she will inspire us to lead 
more spiritual lives. Her voice is uplifting, engaging, and moving. Her personality is magnetic. She truly engages with 
people, understanding their needs. She will deepen our engagement with God and our tradition. 

Cantor Rachel Goldman has served as Cantor at Congregation Ner Tamid of South Bay in Rancho Palos Verdes, CA for the 
past six years. Cantor Goldman likes to keep worship services varied and exciting—while she is an enthusiast of traditional 
nusach, she is not afraid of attempting to set liturgy to the music of Journey, Queen, or Lady Gaga. 

Prior to joining Congregation Ner Tamid, Cantor Goldman served for over seven years at Congregation Beit T’Shuvah, 
a synagogue and full inpatient addiction rehabilitation center that incorporates Jewish teachings along with 12-step 
modules and clinical psychotherapy. Cantor Goldman is passionate about helping to end the stigmatization surrounding 
mental illness, especially within the Jewish community. 

A native of Los Angeles, she began her vocal training in the highly-acclaimed Los Angeles Children’s Chorus and had sung 
with the LA Opera before reaching college. As a sought-after concert soloist, Cantor Goldman’s voice has been heard in 
venues such as the Hollywood Ford Theater, the Houston Hobby Center, and the Hollywood Bowl with ensembles such as 
the Houston Symphony, the Los Angeles Philharmonic, and the Los Angeles Jewish Symphony. Cantor Goldman received 
her Bachelor of Arts in Jewish Studies from the American Jewish University in Los Angeles. She was ordained as Hazzan 
at the Academy of Jewish Religion, California and holds a Master’s Degree from the same institution. 

Cantor Goldman is a proud member of both the Cantors Assembly and the American Conference of Cantors, and has 
spearheaded multiple Cantorial collaborative projects on both national and international levels. She has co-founded 
two Cantorial collaborative groups: Guys and Meidels, a Los-Angeles-based quartet which infuses classical Jewish and 
Cantorial music with millennial energy, and Shul Sisters, a cross-country female-driven Cantor trio. 

Beth Yeshurun has been blessed with world-class Cantors. Cantor Goldman will become the fourth Cantor to serve our 
1,800-family synagogue since Adath Yeshurun merged with Beth El in 1946. You will soon see that she is more than 
worthy to serve as our Senior Cantor. I hope you will come meet her soon. 

Finally, please save the dates, June 18 – 29, 2023. Cantor Goldman and her husband Chris will be joining Lisa and me for 
a memorable Beth Yeshurun Congregational Trip to Israel. Next summer, we will celebrate Israel’s 75th Birthday together 
in the Jewish homeland.
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Check out what’s happening on and around campus!
Sheryl Eskowitz and Sarah Bloch (Goldberg) visit Beth Yeshurun and BYDS students at Camp Young Judaea-Texas &
the Hebrew Order of David Galil and Lodge Tikvah “unveiled” 19 new permanent markers at our Post Oak Cemetery



8/2 58 Sue & Stuart Jacobson
 41 Lisa & Alan Lipman
8/3 42 Andrea & Steven Fradkin
8/4 21 Helaine Gordon & David Mincberg
 21 Elizabeth & Frank Karkowsky
 48 Terry & Bruce Merwin
8/5 9 Elana Huvard & Asher Lubotzky
 38 Patti & Michael Morgan
 50 Janis & Lawrence Odensky
8/6 61 Patricia & Lawrence Reichstein
 7 Julie Riggins & David Edelstein
 22 Jennifer & Mark Sondock
8/7 34 Lynn & Hyman Penn
8/8 7 Lauren & Kevin Abrahams
 51 Irene & Alexander Wolchansky
8/9 47 Cheryl & Stanton Moldovan
8/10 42 Wendy & Ira Bleiweiss
 36 Susan & Bruce Hurta
 42 Dianne & Marc Magids
8/11 54 Patricia & Guy Bobkoff
 48 Debbie & Mark Gottesman
 10 Amma & Jared Grodin
 59 Minna & Julius Hochstein
 22 Alisha Klapholz & Joshua Furman
 37 Mardi & Mark Kunik
 31 Susan & Jeffrey Raizner
 20 Stephanie & Nir Stanietzky
8/12 60 Barbara & Thomas Asarch
 60 Rochelle & Edward Middleman
 27 Meredith & Mark Sakowitz
 43 Eileen & Burt Skolnik
8/13 22 Sarah & Eric Gibbs
 16 Hannah & Michael Hofrichter
8/14 62 Harriet & Jack Babchick
 29 Mona & Kenneth Bloom
 62 Cela & David Cukierman
 45 Susan & Jeffrey Penn
8/15 46 Linda & Ronny Abramson
 57 Iris & Nathan Caplovitz
 57 Joyce & Arthur Dauber
 51 Rhea & Joseph Greenbaum
 29 Patricia & Chad Sweeden
 57 Geraldine & Bernard Woolf
8/16 31 Pat & John Flatowicz
 63 Celine & David Hecht
 41 Cynthia & Robert MacLeod
 41 Estelle & David Simchowitz
8/17 36 Diana & Ronald Hecht
 19 Sheryl & Avner Ramu
8/18 59 Rhoda & Allen Clamen

Wedding Anniversaries
8/18 59 Janice & David Gerber
 48 April & Albert Hiller
 11 Adi & Oren Lutfak
 10 Holly & Steve Radom
8/19 38 Jill & David Siller
8/20 33 Cantor Diane Dorf & Rabbi Steven Morgen
 22 Arlene & Gary Lassin
 44 Diane & Mitchel Levy
 27 Maria & David Rosenfield
8/21 57 Susan & Michael Bloome
 23 Jennifer & Ben Cowan
 45 Andrea & George Forbes
 56 Elaine & Melvin Kapell
 39 Elissa & Tom Varadi
8/22 30 Barbara & Jonathan Baliff
 46 Linda & Nelson Block
 68 Thelma & Seth Harwood
 23 Jean & Micah Kessler
 51 Diane & Alan Levin
 58 Ellen & Abram Rosenberg
8/23 55 Ruth & Jack Alpert
 2 Raya Campeas & Avi Sheinfil
 52 Sharon & Abe Charski
 58 Esther & Woody Fox
 41 Lori & Benny Herzog
 35 Lisa & Matthew Kornhauser
 69 Norma & Stanley Siegel
 56 Susan & Samuel Simon
 58 Brenda & Edward Yosowitz
8/24 42 Ellen & Michael Petras
8/25 65 Marlene & Alan Finger
 31 Susana & Isaac Johary
 54 Sandra & Kenneth Kopel
8/26 32 Susan & Melvin Cweren
 50 Janet & Thomas Mcculloch
 38 Beth & Mendel Nock
8/28 57 Marilyn & A Denis Klein
 67 Rita & Arnold Wasserman
8/29 38 Wendy & Andrew Bernstein
 13 Katie & Benjamin Dillon
 57 Ethel & Benard Nelkin
8/31 14 Dori & Adam Goldman
 25 Eleonora & Bryan Leibman
 8 Rachel & Michael Saghian
 19 Amy & Segev Zadok

Your Sisterhood Giftshop is here for all your 
Judaica needs!

Open Tue.-Thu. 10am-1pm; Closed Sat-Mon. 
Call them at 713.255.8021 or

email GIFTSHOP@BETHYESHURUN.ORG



FRIDAY EVENINGS
August 5, 2022 
Parashat D’varim | Shabbat Hazon | CL 7:54pm

6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal
6:30 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel

August 12, 2022
Parashat Va-ethannan | Shabbat Nachamu |CL 7:48pm

6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal - College Sendoff
6:30 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel 

August 19, 2022
Parashat Eikev | CL 7:41pm

6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal
6:30 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel 

August 26, 2022 
Parashat R’eih | Shabbat Rosh Chodesh Elul| CL 7:34pm

6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal
6:30 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel

September 2, 2022 
Parashat Shof’tim | CL 7:26pm

6:00 PM - Shabbat Renewal
6:30 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel

SATURDAY MORNING
8:30 AM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
9:15 AM - Museum Minyan Service
9:30 AM - Main Sanctuary Service
11:30 AM - Torah Study

SATURDAY EVENING SERVICES
August 6, 2022 | 7:45 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
August 13, 2022 | 7:30 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
August 20, 2022 | 7:30 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
August 27, 2022 | 7:15 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel
September 3, 2022 | 7:15 PM - J.B. Greenfield Chapel

WEEKDAY CHAPEL SERVICES
Mornings: Sun 8:00am, Mon-Fri 7:00am
Afternoon/Evenings: Sun-Thu 6:30pm*
*Tisha B’Av August 7th 2:00pm early Mincha

Visit bethyeshurun.org/chapel to view the complete 
schedule for Daily Chapel Service.

Worship ScheduleMazel Tov to our B’nai Mitzvah!

Laren Alexis Michelman (August 5-6) 
daughter of Mindy & Scott Michelman; 
sister of Connor; granddaughter of 
Sandra Novick and Edward Novick and 
Susan & Mark Michelman.

Matthew Alan Grosman (August 12-13) 
son of Dana & Philip Grosman; brother 
of Sophie and Ellie; grandson of Sharon 
& Eddie Grosman, Michael Lampear, 
and Robin Lampear; great-grandson of 
Roselyn Borger and Yetta Gilbert.

Noah Jake Weitz (August 13) son of 
Shelley and Paul Weitz; brother of Jenna; 
grandson of Berenice Angel & Michael 
Angelz”l and Una Weitz & Tibor Weitzz”l.

Liana Eurydice Rosines (August 19-20) 
daughter of Lucila and Noam Rosines; 
sister of Ari and Eli; granddaughter of 
Gillie Ramirez and Ruth Rosines & Ike 
Rosinesz”l.

Amalya “Molly” Patrick (August 25-
26) daughter of David & Cynthia Patrick; 
granddaughter of Robert & Willie 
Batiste, and Charles and Suzanne Malka 
Patrickz”l.

A Notice About Bereavement Communications
Bereavement notices for our synagogue family are 
distributed with the permission of the deceased’s family, 
and the timing of these notices is dictated by the family’s 
request. Of course, each family grieves in its own way, 
and we are grateful for our congregation’s patience and 
understanding with different families’ preferences about 
how their loss is publicized.

Condolences
The congregation extends its 

sincerest condolences to the families of:
Officer Aristeo Carranza Jr., Norbert Nathan Buchsbaum, 
Yolande Dauber, Niki Rosenblum DeMaio, Jerry Harris,

Milton Nisson, Joyce Arlene Oppenheimer, Roman Potakh, 
Marvin J. Rosenberg, Janice Waldorf Selzer, and Lissa Streusand

May their memories be for a blessing.

It’s a Mitzvah!
Interested in making a donation towards the Chapel 
Minyan weekday breakfast, or a Chapel or Museum 
Minyan Shabbat Kiddush in memory of your loved one or 
in honor of a simcha? Please contact Marco Alvarado at 
MALVARADO@BETHYESHURUN.ORG or 713.666.1881 
x368.
IN HONOR OF

Nada Chandler & guest Dr. Alick Isaacs by Marilyn 
Levitch Hassid
Their 52nd Wedding Anniversary by Robin & Lu Dorfman

IN MEMORY OF
Joseph Cweren & Abe Cweren by Michelle and Marvin 
Blum & Brian Cweren
Bradley Finger by Steve Finger
Neil Greene by Robin & Lu Dorfman
Elie Mordo by Mireille & Harvey Katz
Charles Naggar by Rob Naggar
Fanny Naggar by Rob Naggar
Donna Price by Harry Price
Herbert Rappaport by Norman Rappaport
Lea Krell Weems by Judy & Mark Mucasey and Family, 
Gary & Sunni Markowitz and Family & Ruth Steinfeld



 We Need 
You! 

 

Call Mindi Stern 
for more 

information 
713.666.1881 

We’ll back in our new and improved space this August!  
 

We are looking for volunteers to help 
 with receptionist desk coverage 

 and other general administrative tasks. 
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 with receptionist desk coverage 

 and other general administrative tasks. 

Beth Yeshurun Religious School is looking for 8th-12th graders to become madrichim (teachers’ assistants)!

Looking for a fulfilling job or a way to earn service hours? Love interacting with kids, being creative, and helping out? 
Are you a great role model with a passion for Judaism? If so, become a madrich or madricha this year! On Sundays 
from 9:00am-12:45pm, madrichim provide crucial support and positively impact Religious School students, while 

enriching their own Jewish identity. Madrichim can earn a stipend or volunteer hours.

Teens must be Beth Yeshurun members and continuing their own Jewish education by attending either Kehillah High, 
Emery/Weiner, or Beren Academy to be eligible.

Apply at https://bit.ly/madrichim5783 by August 15th. 
Contact Sheryl Eskowitz at SESKOWITZ@BETHYESHURUN.ORG with any questions.

- SAVE THE DATE -
Historical Marker Dedication
Sunday, October 23, 2022

1:00pm

The Museum Minyan is taking a look back at its first 25 
years and is eager to know YOUR stories, memories and 
best times surrounding our community. Maybe you met 
your significant other while being called up for an aliyah 
or learned to leyn Torah for the first time to celebrate a 
simchah... We want to know! Share your stories with us 
by emailing LEAHSTOLAR@GMAIL.COM



Mind the Museum - “A Phoenix?”
Look carefully at this sculpture by Moshe 
Oved, a mid-20th century English sculptor. 
Beautiful! With these simple lines and 
familiar shape, Oved has created a 
Phoenix rising from the ashes, perhaps 
symbolic of the survival of the Jewish 
people.
Your Kaplan Museum of Judaica has 

several works by this artist, all unique. Come see them!

Eileen Pettigrew, Food Services Manager, retired from 
Beth Yeshurun July 15th. Eileen was an integral part of our 
synagogue family and community for 18 years. We will 
miss her creativity and calm leadership for family lifecycle 
observances, and community events. Marco Alvarado, 
who previously worked under Eileen as Assistant Manager, 
assumed the role of Director of Catering and Facilities.

Sarah Bloch (Goldberg), Program Associate & Youth 
Programming Coordinator, and her husband, Kyle, are 
relocating overseas for his work this summer! Sarah 
is looking forward to exploring their new country and 
continuing her education. We wish them the best on this 
new and exciting adventure.

Rachel Goldman, Senior Cantor, and husband Chris Ruiz 
officially arrived in Houston last month. After a few weeks 
of settling in, she led her first Shabbat service with Rabbi 
Strauss July 22nd. She is looking forward to the adventure 
that will be had acclimating to Texas and getting a pair of 
western boots!

Our 21st Year of programming kicks off
Wednesday, September 14th with Cantor Rachel 
Goldman - get to know our new Senior Cantor!

100 Jewish Men is a group of men dedicated to improving 
themselves and each other as men, fathers, husbands, 
brothers, sons, friends, and Jews. Through controversial, 
thought-provoking speakers and small group discussions, 
we will explore what usually remains unspoken in men’s 
lives at work and at home. We have an incredible year 

planned, and we hope you choose to be part of it. 
BETHYESHURUN.ORG/100JM

July brough several changes to our Staff and Clergy. We 
hope you’ll join us in wishing only the best for those taking 
on new adventures and welcoming new faces!

Shalom & Lehitraot



100 JEWISH MEN’S ANNUAL HONEY FUNDRAISER
This 8-ounce jar of delicious kosher honey 

arrives in time for Rosh Hashanah, if ordered 
by September 1st. It is decorated with a colorful 

label and comes packaged with the High 
Holiday prayers as well as a greeting from you. 

BETHYESHURUN.ORG/HONEY 
$19.50/jar includes shipping in the USA

Proceeds benefit the
children of our synagogue

Important High Holy Day information, along with tickets to those members in good standing, will be mailed begining 
August 29th . Mindi Stern, Membership Director, is available to meet regarding outstanding account issues. 

Please call 713.666.1881, ex. 360 to make an appointment.
All High Holy Day forms and resources can be found by visiting: BETHYESHURUN.ORG/HHD

Led by Cantor Rachel Goldman and Julie Sacks, we will 
sing a few special prayers during High Holy Day Services 

and we want YOU to join us! 
The Intergenerational Choir will perform in the Barg 

Sanctuary at Erev Rosh Hashanah, 1st Day Rosh 
Hashanah, Kol Nidre, and Yom Kippur.

Requirements:
You are between the age of 8 and 118 and love to sing

 You are available on the following dates:
 Meet the Cantor on August 28th at 4:00 pm

Rehearsals: September 11th and 18th at 2:00 pm



Open Gym | 9am – 12pm | Most Sundays
Free to CBY Members but please register with your group 

size to play
The rules of pickleball are simple and the game is easy 
for beginners of all ages to learn. Games can develop 
into a quick, fast-paced, competition for players of all 
skill levels. Pickleball combines many elements of tennis, 
badminton and ping-pong. Gather some friends or come 

meet new players!
Our 2 courts are “open-play” and will operate on a first-
come-first-serve basis. Each set of four players will rotate 
off of the court after each game for the next group of 
players waiting. Join the end of the line and play again! 
We have limited supplies, so players, please bring your 
own paddles if you have them. When you arrive, please 

enter through the BYDS School entrance.
To register visit: BETHYESHURUN.ORG/CALENDAR

Eight Houston-area teens learned that it pays to study Jewish 
history. Olivia (Liv) Rubenstein, Seth Gratz, Sam Toubin, Sam 
Goldfarb, Dylan Kessler, Ari Strauss, Koby Sheldon and Reuben 
Kessler all won large cash prizes through their participation in 
the Houston community’s Jewish history course for high school 
students. The course culminated with an awards ceremony on 
May 30.
$5,700 in prize money was awarded to the teens. Rubenstein, 
a St. John’s School senior, took home the first-place prize of 
$1,250. Gratz, Toubin and Goldfarb, Clements high school, 
HSPVA and Emery high school students, respectively, tied for 
second place, each earning $850. Third-place winner Dylan 
Kessler (Emery) earned $600, Strauss and Sheldon (both 

Emery), tied for fourth place, earning $500 and fifth-place winner Reuben Kessler (Emery) earned $300. 
The course was open to Houston-area high school juniors and seniors. Ten students participated in the class, from 
various high schools, synagogues and temples in our community. The students explored some 2,000 years of Jewish 
history, on which they were tested. Rubenstein said, “Having completed Mr. Lefkowitz’s course, I not only have a good 
grip on Jewish history, but a new passion!” Dylan Kessler said, “This class has been hugely influential in helping me 
explore my Jewish identity and history.”
Jeff Lefkowitz, the course teacher, was impressed. “These kids have so many time pressures due to advanced placement 
classes, college applications, sports and other activities. But they chose to participate in this course, stuck with it and 
excelled. They are good role models, and I’m proud of them.”
Rabbi Brian Strauss, Senior Rabbi, Congregation Beth Yeshurun said, “I am so impressed with the commitment, passion 
and love for Jewish history that was displayed by these students. With young people like these, our future is in good 
hands.”
The course and cash prizes will be offered again next year, beginning in fall 2022. High school juniors or seniors who 
would like to apply should text or call Jeff Lefkowitz, 713.515.1905.

Teen Jewish History Course

Join us for Morning Minyan...
stay and learn Torah with Clergy! 

Classes resume August 16th



The Message Vol. LVII, No. 8 August 2022│Av-Elul 5782 The 
Message of Congregation Beth Yeshurun (USPS 968-500) 

is published monthly by Congregation Beth Yeshurun, 4525 
Beechnut, Houston, Harris County, TX 77096-1801.

SYNAGOGUE OFFICE
bethyeshurun.org | 713.666.1881 

4525 Beechnut St | Houston, TX 77096-1801 
CLERGY

Rabbi Brian Strauss bstrauss@bethyeshurun.org

 Assistant: Abby Rotenberg arotenberg@bethyeshurun.org 
Rabbi Steven Morgen smorgen@bethyeshurun.org

Rabbi Sarah Fort sfort@bethyeshurun.org

 Assistant: Lisa Unsell lunsell@bethyeshurun.org 
Rabbi David Rosen drosen@bethyeshurun.org

Rabbi Jack Segal rabsegal@aol.com

Cantor Rachel Goldman rgoldman@bethyeshurun.org 
Asst. & B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator: Sara Ellen Kaiser 

 skaiser@bethyeshurun.org

SYNAGOGUE
David Stein, President

president@bethyeshurun.org 
Andy Burger, Executive Director

aburger@bethyeshurun.org

Jennifer Rosenzweig, Program Director
jrosenzweig@bethyeshurun.org

Mindi Stern, Director of Member Relations
mstern@bethyeshurun.org 

Jennifer-Joy Sutton, Director of Development
jsutton@bethyeshurun.org

Ashley Mills, Marketing & Communications
amills@bethyeshurun.org

Larry Caulfield, Cemetery
lcaulfield@bethyeshurun.org | 713.255.8076
WILLIAM S. MALEV RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS

Sheryl Eskowitz, Education Director
seskowitz@bethyeshurun.org | 713.255.8040

BETH YESHURUN DAY SCHOOL
School Office 713.666.1884, 713.255.8045

Jennifer LeVine, Head of School: jlevine@byds.org

Read The Message online at bethyeshurun.org

Contact Us

Time sensitive material - please deliver promptly!

For information about these dates and more visit 
bethyeshurun.org/calendar 

also make sure you are receiving our weekly emails!

Upcoming Events

Michael Kaplan, M.D. is proud to sponsor “The Message”
Beth Yeshurun is a synagogue with a vital mission: 

to offer spiritual experiences that inspire and uplift all ages, 
to educate children and adults, and to provide a setting in 

which Judaism can be joyously lived and experienced.
At Kaplan Sinus Relief, we want everyone to

Breathe Well...and Live Well 
KAPLANSINUSRELIEF.COM | 713.588.9987

We invite you to share with us your simchas - births, 
engagement, weddings, or award and recognitions. Fill out 

our Mazel Tov form with your information a picture and 
share your great news with the rest of the congregation.

BETHYESHURUN.ORG/MAZELTOV

8/7 Tisha B’Av
8/12 Tu B’Av
 Shabbat Renewal: College Send Off Shabbat
8/14 Pickleball
8/17 YES Luncheon & Program
8/18 Kids Meals/SEARCH Bags Assembly
 Sisterhood Challah Bake
8/19 Shabbat Renewal: Boad Appreciation Shabbat
8/21 Pickleball
 Intergenerational High Holy Day Choir Meetting
8/25 Gathering Place
8/28 NEW! Rosh Chodesh Program
8/31 CBY Socials MFAH Tour 
9/5 Labor Day - Administrative Offices Closed
9/8 Sisterhood Reception with Cantor Goldman
9/9 Moment at the Ark: Prayers for Healing
9/11 JLP Begins
 Religious School/Sulam
 High Holy Day Kickoff with CBY Clergy
9/17 Selichot
9/18 JLP/Religious School/Sulam
 Private Time at the Ark

Ongoing: Breakfast Club - Morning Torah Study with 
Clergy; Wednesdays: Jewish Meditation


