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The Obligations: 
1. To ask a question
2. To tell the Story – even to yourself
3. To see yourself in the story



Mishnah Pesahim 10:4
They mix for him a second cup, and here the son asks his father. And if the son does not have 
knowledge, his father teaches him: “Why is this night different from all other nights? … And 
according to the intelligence of the son, his father teaches him. One begins with disgrace 
[shame/humiliation] and concludes with praise [glory]; and he expounds from “A wandering Aramean 
was my father …”(Deuteronomy 6:20-25) until he completes the entire section. [Emphasis added]

Mishnah Pesahim 10:5
… In every generation one is obligated to see himself as if he came out of Egypt, as it says [Exodus 
13:8] “And you shall explain to your son on that day, ‘It is because of what the LORD did for me
when I went free from Egypt.’” Therefore, we are obligated to give thanks, to praise, to glorify, to 
extol, to exalt, to honor, to bless, to elevate and to acclaim the One who did all of these miracles for 
our ancestors and for us. [emphasis added]

TALMUD COMMENTARY ON MISHNAH 10:4 (116a)
GEMARA. Our Rabbis taught: If his son is intelligent he asks him, while if he is not intelligent his wife 
asks him; but if not, he asks himself. And even two scholars who know the laws of Passover ask one 
another.



From Mishael Zion and 
Noam Zion, A Night to 
Remember, p. 32. Available 
at www.haggadahsrus.com

This passage is found 
immediately after “Avadim 
hayinu” (“We were slaves 
to Pharaoh in Egypt”) and 
immediately before the 
section of the Haggadah 
with the “Four Sons” or 
“Four Children.”

Compare this passage with 
Mishnah Pesahim 10:4, 
and the Gemara on that 
passage. 

http://www.haggadahsrus.com/


A Different Night, p. 60

It appears after the section “In 
the beginning our ancestors were 
idolaters.”



A Different Night, p. 62



A Different Night, p. 63



The Haggadah of Passover, Shulsinger Brothers, 1955



Deuteronomy Chapter 25
. 5. And you shall speak and say before the Lord your God, A [wandering] 
Aramean [destroyed/was] my father, and he went down into Egypt, and 
sojourned there with a few, and became there a nation, great, mighty, and 
populous; 6. And the Egyptians dealt ill with us, and afflicted us, and laid upon 
us hard slavery; 7. And when we cried to the Lord God of our fathers, the Lord 
heard our voice, and looked on our affliction, and our labor, and our 
oppression; 8. And the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand, and 
with an outstretched arm, and with great awesomeness, and with signs, and 
with wonders; 9. And he has brought us to this place, and has given us this 
land, a land that flows with milk and honey. 10. And now, behold, I have 
brought the first fruits of the land, which you, O Lord, have given me. And you 
shall set it before the Lord your God, and worship before the Lord your God;

י֔◌ ד ָאבִ ֣◌ ֹאבֵ ◌֙ ֲאַרִּמי ִאֵּבד (See Mishnah Pesahim 10:4)



GENESIS 31:17-30
17. Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon camels; 18. And he carried away all his 
cattle, and all his goods which he had acquired, the cattle of his getting, which he had acquired in 
Padan-Aram, to go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan. 19. And Laban went to shear his sheep; 
and Rachel had stolen the teraphim that were her father’s. 20. And Jacob outwitted Laban the 
Aramean, in that he did not tell him that he fled. 21. And he fled with all that he had; and he rose up, 
and passed over the river, and set his face toward the Mount Gilead. 22. And it was told Laban on the 
third day that Jacob had fled. 23. And he took his brothers with him, and pursued after him seven 
days’ journey; and they overtook him in the Mount Gilead. 24. And God came to Laban the Aramean
in a dream by night, and said to him, Take heed that you speak not to Jacob either good or bad. 25. 
Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the mount; and Laban with his 
brothers pitched in the Mount of Gilead. 26. And Laban said to Jacob, What have you done, that you 
have stolen away unawares to me, and carried away my daughters, as captives taken with the sword? 
27. Why did you flee away secretly, and steal away from me; and did not tell me, that I might have 
sent you away with mirth, and with songs, with tambourine, and with harp? 28. And why did you not 
let me kiss my sons and my daughters? Now you have done foolishly in so doing. 29. It is in the power 
of my hand to hurt you; but the God of your father spoke to me last night, saying, Take heed that you 
speak not to Jacob either good or bad. 30. And now, that you are surely gone, because you so long 
after your father’s house, why have you stolen my gods?



A Different Night, p. 90

This section comes right 
after Rabban Gamliel’s 
teaching about using the 
symbols of the Seder 
plate to tell the story.





Leonard Cohen, “Anthem” 1992

Forget your perfect offering.
There is a crack, a crack, in everything.
That’s how the light gets in.
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