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Unorthodox Jewish Beliefs 
Rabbi Steven Morgen, Congregation Beth Yeshurun 

SESSION THREE: WHO WROTE THE BIBLE?  

1. Traditional view: Moses as “God’s Secretary”  

2. The problems with Divine/Mosaic authorship: 

a. Genesis Chapter 1: Not good science! (Also have all the other miracles of 

the Bible: 10 Plagues, Parting the Sea, Sun stands still for Joshua, etc.) 

b. Anachronisms: “The Canaanites were then in the land,” “King Og’s Bed,” 

Moses saw “Dan,” Moses wrote “Moses died”? 

c. Contradictions and Parallel stories: Genesis Chapter 2 – contradicts 

Chapter 1! AND The Brothers Try to Kill Joseph – but who saves him?? 

d. Moses always referred to in 3rd person 

e. History of Language and Literature (Homer: The Iliad and The Odyssey – 

written down sometime between 8th and 6th century BCE – see 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homer ) 

3. The “Un-Orthodox” view: Modern Biblical criticism  

a. First, a little history: Important Dates in Biblical History  

b. Documentary Hypothesis: J-E-P-D (See Richard Elliott Friedman, Who 

Wrote the Bible?) 

c. But if that is the case, what is the Torah’s authority? 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homer
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DID MOSES WRITE THE ENTIRE TORAH? 

Subject Verses 

I. Anachronisms 

“Until today” Gen. 19:37,38/ 26:33/ Deut. 3:14/ 10:8/ 34:6 

“the Canaanites were then in the Land” Gen. 12:6  (see Ibn Ezra)/ 13:7 

“the land of the Hebrews” Gen. 40:15 

King Og’s bed is still in “Rabba” Deut. 3:11 

Who lived where, when? Deut. 2:10-12 

Moses saw “Dan” ?? Deut. 34:1 (but wasn’t “Dan” until Judges 18:27-9!) 

Moses wrote “Moses died”? Deut. 34:5ff 

II. Contradictions/Parallel Stories 

Creation Gen. 1:1-2:4a/Gen. 2:4b-3 

Beer Sheva Gen 21:22-34/Gen. 26:26-33 

Beth El named Gen. 28:10-19/35:5-8 

Jacob becomes Israel Gen. 32:25-33/35:9-10 

When was God first called Y-H-V-H? Ex. 3:6/3:13-4/3:15/6:2/ Gen. 4:26/ Gen. 15:6-7,8 

What is Moses’ Father-in-law’s name? Ex. 2:18/3:1/4:18 

Was Tent of Meeting inside or outside? Ex. 33:7-11/25:8/Num. 2:2 

Patriarchs/Wives/Kings Gen. 12:10-20/Gen.20:1-18/Gen. 26 

Noah’s Ark: How many animals? Gen. 6:19-20/7:8-9, 15/7:2-3 

What happened to Joseph? Gen. 37:1-25a, 28a, 29-36 then Ch. 39// 

 Gen. 37:1-20, 25b-27, 28b, then Ch. 39 

(Midianites/Ishmaelites? 38:28/38:36 Judah/Reuven? Why is Reuven surprised?) 

 

Genesis 12:6 

6Abram passed through the land as far as the site of Shechem, at the terebinth of Moreh. The 

Canaanites were then in the land. 

Ibn Ezra (1089-1167) on 12:6 (From Sefaria: 
https://www.sefaria.org/Ibn_Ezra_on_Genesis.12.6.4?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en) 

   םיתכן שארץ כנען תפשה כנען מיד אחר ואם איננו כן יש לו סוד והמשכיל ידו .והכנעני אז בארץ

https://www.sefaria.org/Ibn_Ezra_on_Genesis.12.6.4?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
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The Canaanites were then in the land: It would seem that the Canaanites took the land of 

Canaan from a different group. But if this is not correct, then there is a secret here, and the wise 

will remain silent. 

Genesis 13:7 

7And there was quarreling between the herdsmen of Abram’s cattle and those of Lot’s cattle.—

The Canaanites and Perizzites were then dwelling in the land.  

Deutronomy 3:11 King Og’s Bed 

8Thus we seized, at that time, from the two Amorite kings, the country beyond the Jordan, 

from the wadi Arnon to Mount Hermon— 9Sidonians called Hermon Sirion, and the Amorites 

call it Senir—10all the towns of the Tableland and the whole of Gilead and Bashan as far as 

Salcahb and Edrei, the towns of Og’s kingdom in Bashan. 11Only King Og of Bashan was left of 

the remaining Rephaim. His bedstead, an iron bedstead, is now in Rabbah of the Ammonites; it 

is nine cubits long and four cubits wide, by c-the standard cubit!-c 

Detueronomy 3:13-14 

13The rest of Gilead, and all of Bashan under Og’s rule—the whole Argob district, all that part of 

Bashan which is called Rephaim country—I assigned to the half-tribe of Manasseh. 14Jair son of 

Manasseh received the whole Argob district (that is, Bashan) as far as the boundary of the 

Geshurites and the Maacathites, and named it after himself: Havvoth-jaire —as is still the case. 

Deuteronomy 10:8 

8At that time the LORD set apart the tribe of Levi to carry the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant, 

to stand in attendance upon the LORD, and to bless in His name, as is still the case. 

 

Deuteronomy 34:1 Where was “Dan”? 
1Moses went up from the steppes of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the summit of Pisgah, 

opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan; 2all 

Naphtali; the land of Ephraim and Manasseh; the whole land of Judah as far as the Westerna 

Sea; 3the Negeb; and the Plain—the Valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. 

 

Wikipedia: Tribe of Dan 

“As a consequence of the pressure from the Philistines, the tribe abandoned hopes of settling 

near the central coast, instead migrating to the north of Philistine territory, and after conquering 

Laish, refounded it as their capital (renaming it Dan) (Judges 18). Thus their territory in the end 

lay northeast of that of Naphtali, east of the upper Jordan River, near its eastern sources, and 

defining the northern extent of the land of the Israelites. A number of biblical texts thus refer to 

‘All Israel, from Dan to Beersheba’.” 
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Deuteronomy 34:5-8 Moses wrote “Moses died”? And that Israelites mourned?  
5So Moses the servant of the LORD died there, in the land of Moab, at the command of the 

LORD. 6He buried him in the valley in the land of Moab, near Beth-peor; and no one knows his 

burial place to this day. 
7Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died; his eyes were undimmed and his 

vigor unabated. 8And the Israelites bewailed Moses in the steppes of Moab for thirty days. 

 

 

Genesis 32:26-29 – Jacob’s name changed to Israel 
26When he saw that he had not prevailed against him, he wrenched Jacob’s hip at its socket, so 

that the socket of his hip was strained as he wrestled with him. 27Then he said, “Let me go, for 

dawn is breaking.” But he answered, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 28Said the 

other, “What is your name?” He replied, “Jacob.” 29Said he, “Your name shall no longer be 

Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with d-beings divine and human,-d and have prevailed.” 

 

Genesis 35:9-10 – same thing (?!) 
9God appeared again to Jacob on his arrival from Paddan-aram, and He blessed him. 10God 

said to him, “You whose name is Jacob, You shall be called Jacob no more, But Israel shall be 

your name.” Thus He named him Israel. 
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The Brothers Plot to Kill Joseph – Genesis 37:12-36 

2 …At seventeen years of age, Joseph tended the flocks with his brothers, as a helper to the sons 

of his father’s wives Bilhah and Zilpah. And Joseph brought bad reports of them to their father. 
3Now Israel loved Joseph best of all his sons, for he was the child of his old age; and he had 

made him an ornamented tunic. 4And when his brothers saw that their father loved him more 

than any of his brothers, they hated him so that they could not speak a friendly word to 

him.  
5Once Joseph had a dream which he told to his brothers; and they hated him even more. 6He said 

to them, “Hear this dream which I have dreamed: 7There we were binding sheaves in the field, 

when suddenly my sheaf stood up and remained upright; then your sheaves gathered around and 

bowed low to my sheaf.” 8His brothers answered, “Do you mean to reign over us? Do you mean 

to rule over us?” And they hated him even more for his talk about his dreams.  
9He dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers, saying, “Look, I have had another dream: 

And this time, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 10And when he 

told it to his father and brothers, his father berated him. “What,” he said to him, “is this dream 

you have dreamed? Are we to come, I and your mother and your brothers, and bow low to you to 

the ground?” 11So his brothers were wrought up at him, and his father kept the matter in mind. 
12One time, when his brothers had gone to pasture their father’s flock at Shechem, 13Israel 

said to Joseph, “Your brothers are pasturing at Shechem. Come, I will send you to them.” 

He answered, “I am ready.” 14And he said to him, “Go and see how your brothers are and 

how the flocks are faring, and bring me back word.” So he sent him from the valley of 

Hebron. When he reached Shechem, 15a man came upon him wandering in the fields. The 

man asked him, “What are you looking for?” 16He answered, “I am looking for my 

brothers. Could you tell me where they are pasturing?” 17The man said, “They have gone 

from here, for I heard them say: Let us go to Dothan.” So Joseph followed his brothers and 

found them at Dothan. 
18They saw him from afar, and before he came close to them they conspired to kill him. 
19They said to one another, “Here comes that dreamer! 20Come now, let us kill him and throw 

him into one of the pits; and we can say, ‘A savage beast devoured him.’ We shall see what 

comes of his dreams!”  
21But when Reuben heard it, he tried to save him from them. He said, “Let us not take his 

life.” 22And Reuben went on, “Shed no blood! Cast him into that pit out in the wilderness, 

but do not touch him yourselves”— intending to save him from them and restore him to his 

father. 23When Joseph came up to his brothers, they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the ornamented 

tunic that he was wearing, 24and took him and cast him into the pit. The pit was empty; there 

was no water in it. 
25Then they sat down to a meal. Looking up, they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 

Gilead, their camels bearing gum, balm, and ladanum to be taken to Egypt. 26Then Judah said to 

his brothers, “What do we gain by killing our brother and covering up his blood? 27Come, let us 

sell him to the Ishmaelites, but let us not do away with him ourselves. After all, he is our brother, 

our own flesh.” His brothers agreed. 28When Midianite traders passed by, they pulled Joseph 

up out of the pit. They sold Joseph for twenty pieces of silver to the Ishmaelites, who brought 

Joseph to Egypt. 29When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, 

he rent his clothes. 30Returning to his brothers, he said, “The boy is gone! Now, what am I 

to do?”  
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31Then they took Joseph’s tunic, slaughtered a kid, and dipped the tunic in the blood. 32They had 

the ornamented tunic taken to their father, and they said, “We found this. Please examine it; is it 

your son’s tunic or not?” 33He recognized it, and said, “My son’s tunic! A savage beast devoured 

him! Joseph was torn by a beast!” 34Jacob rent his clothes, put sackcloth on his loins, and 

observed mourning for his son many days. 35All his sons and daughters sought to comfort him; 

but he refused to be comforted, saying, “No, I will go down mourning to my son in Sheol.” Thus 

his father bewailed him. 36The Midianites,b meanwhile, sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, a 

courtier of Pharaoh and his chief steward. 
 

Wikipedia: History of Literature 

Certain primary texts, however, may be isolated which have a qualifying role as literature's first 

stirrings. Very early examples include Epic of Gilgamesh, in its Sumerian version predating 

2000 BC, and the Egyptian Book of the Dead written down in the Papyrus of Ani in 

approximately 1250 BC but probably dates from about the 18th century BC. Ancient 

Egyptian literature was not included in early studies of the history of literature because the 

writings of Ancient Egypt were not translated into European languages until the 19th century 

when the Rosetta stone was deciphered. [see also 

https://www.ancient.eu/Egyptian_Book_of_the_Dead/]  

Many texts handed down by oral tradition over several centuries before they were fixed in 

written form are difficult or impossible to date. The core of the Rigveda may date to the mid 2nd 

millennium BC. The Pentateuch is traditionally dated to the 15th century, although modern 

scholarship estimates its oldest part to date to the 10th century BC at the earliest. 

Homer's Iliad and Odyssey date to the 8th century BC and mark the beginning of Classical 

Antiquity. They also stand in an oral tradition that stretches back to the late Bronze Age. 

Wikipedia: Epic of Gilgamesh 
The Epic of Gilgamesh is an epic poem from ancient Mesopotamia. Dating from the Third 

Dynasty of Ur (circa 2100 BC), it is often regarded as the earliest surviving great work of 

literature. The literary history of Gilgamesh begins with five Sumerian poems about 'Bilgamesh' 

(Sumerian for 'Gilgamesh'), king of Uruk. These independent stories were later used as source 

material for a combined epic. The first surviving version of this combined epic, known as the 

"Old Babylonian" version, dates to the 18th century BC and is titled after its incipit, Shūtur 

eli sharrī ("Surpassing All Other Kings"). Only a few tablets of it have survived. The later 

"Standard" version dates from the 13th to the 10th centuries BC and bears the incipit Sha 

naqba īmuru ("He who Saw the Deep", in modern terms: "He who Sees the Unknown"). 

Approximately two thirds of this longer, twelve-tablet version have been recovered. 

…  

The most recent Akkadian version (circa 1200 BC), also referred to as the "standard" 

version, consisting of twelve tablets, was edited by Sin-liqe-unninni and was found in the 

Library of Ashurbanipal in Nineveh. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epic_of_Gilgamesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumerian_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egyptian_Book_of_the_Dead
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papyrus_of_Ani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/18th_century_BC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosetta_stone
https://www.ancient.eu/Egyptian_Book_of_the_Dead/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oral_tradition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rigveda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2nd_millennium_BC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2nd_millennium_BC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pentateuch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iliad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odyssey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_Antiquity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_Antiquity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epic_poetry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesopotamia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Dynasty_of_Ur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Dynasty_of_Ur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilgamesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumerian_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uruk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incipit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clay_tablet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sin-liqe-unninni
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_of_Ashurbanipal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nineveh
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Wikipedia: Greek Language 

– Greek Alphabet 

Ancient epichoric variants of the Greek alphabet from Euboea, Ionia, Athens, and Corinth 

comparing to modern Greek. 

Greek has been written in the Greek alphabet since approximately the 9th century BC. It 

was created by modifying the Phoenician alphabet, with the innovation of adopting certain 

letters to represent the vowels.  

Wikipedia: Hebrew Language 

– Oldest Hebrew inscriptions 

In July 2008 Israeli archaeologist Yossi Garfinkel discovered a ceramic shard at Khirbet 

Qeiyafa which he claimed may be the earliest Hebrew writing yet discovered, dating around 

3000 years ago.[19][20] Hebrew University archaeologist Amihai Mazar said that the inscription 

was “proto-Canaanite" but cautioned that, "The differentiation between the scripts, and between 

the languages themselves in that period, remains unclear,” and suggested that calling the text 

Hebrew might be going too far.[21] 

The Gezer calendar also dates back to the 10th century BCE at the beginning of the 

Monarchic Period, the traditional time of the reign of David and Solomon. Classified as Archaic 

Biblical Hebrew, the calendar presents a list of seasons and related agricultural activities. The 

Gezer calendar (named after the city in whose proximity it was found) is written in an old 

Semitic script, akin to the Phoenician one that through the Greeks and Etruscans later became 

the Roman script. The Gezer calendar is written without any vowels, and it does not use 

consonants to imply vowels even in the places where later Hebrew spelling requires it. 

– Biblical Hebrew 

In its widest sense, Biblical Hebrew means the spoken language of ancient Israel 

flourishing between the 10th century BCE and the turn of the 4th century CE.[22] It 

comprises several evolving and overlapping dialects. The phases of Classical Hebrew are 

often named after important literary works associated with them. 

• Archaic Biblical Hebrew from the 10th to the 6th century BCE, corresponding to the 

Monarchic Period until the Babylonian Exile and represented by certain texts in the 

Hebrew Bible (Tanach), notably the Song of Moses (Exodus 15) and the Song of 

Deborah (Judges 5). Also called Old Hebrew or Paleo-Hebrew. It was written in a form 

of the Canaanite script. (A script descended from this is still used by the Samaritans, see 

Samaritan Hebrew language.) 

• Standard Biblical Hebrew around the 8th to 6th centuries BCE, corresponding to the 

late Monarchic period and the Babylonian Exile. It is represented by the bulk of the 

Hebrew Bible that attains much of its present form around this time. Also called Biblical 

Hebrew, Early Biblical Hebrew, Classical Biblical Hebrew (or Classical Hebrew in the 

narrowest sense). 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gezer_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gezer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenician_alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etruscan_civilization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_script
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mater_lectionis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_Era
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language#cite_note-dvbrbw-25
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaic_Biblical_Hebrew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenician_alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaritans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaritan_Hebrew_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_Hebrew
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TIMELINE OF IMPORTANT EVENTS IN BIBLICAL HISTORY 

Year Event         

1700 BCE (about) Abraham 

1290 BCE (about) Exodus / Moses 

1250-1200 BCE Israelite Conquest of The Land 

1000-961 BCE King David 

961-922 BCE King Solomon (After King Solomon dies, the Kingdom divides into 

Northern Kingdom = Israel, and Southern Kingdom = Judah) 

722-721 BCE Fall of Northern Kingdom (conquered by Assyrian Empire under 

Shalmaneser V and Sargon II) – 10 Tribes are “Lost” (“J-E”?) 

715-687 BCE King Hezekiah (Sennacherib of Assyria attacks c. 701) (“P”?) 

640-609 BCE King Josiah (“Deuteronomic reform” c. 621; dies at Megiddo 609) 

626-587 BCE Prophet Jeremiah 

586 BCE Fall of Jerusalem to Babylonia; Jews deported to Babylonia 

593-573 BCE Prophet Ezekiel (“Dry Bones” prophecy about return from Exile) 

538 BCE Cyrus II of Persia announces edict that Jews can return to the Land.  

(539 Persia conquers Babylonia) 

520-515 BCE Building the Second Temple (Prophets Haggai and Zechariah) 

c. 458 or 428 BCE Ezra the Scribe  

445 BCE  Nehemiah arrives in the Land  
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The Documentary Hypothesis: At least four strands of material were edited 

together to compose the Torah – the “Five Books of Moses.” 

“J” = “Y-H-V-H”   => OR =>  “Judean” Text 

“E” = “Elohim”   => OR =>   “Ephraim”/Northern Kingdom Text 

“P” = “Priestly” material (ritual purity, sacrifices, Aaron as hero) 

“D” = “Deuteronomy” (and portions of later Books)  

The “North” secedes from 

the “South”  














