
Post World War II 

The Cold War 

Development 

May 1945-Soviet troops placed in Poland, Romania, 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and East Germany.  

Stalin: “Whoever occupies a territory installs his own 
social system in it. Everyone introduces his own system 
as far as his armies can reach. That’s the way it has to 
be”. 

•Decline of old great powers 
•Rise of bipolar world 
•In February 1946, George F. Kennan’s “Long Telegram” 

from Moscow helped articulate the U.S. government’s 
increasingly hard line against the Soviets. Kennan 
emphasized that the Soviet Union did not see the 
possibility for long-term peaceful coexistence with the 
capitalist world  and that the best strategy was to 
“contain” communist expansion around the 
globe.Became the basis for the U.S. “containment” 
strategy toward the Soviet Union.  

Beginnings of State Anti-Semitism 

1948-Stalin orders state security to destroy Jewish 
intellectual and theater director Solomon Mikhoels. 
Disbands Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee (JAC) 

Background: On 24 August 1941, two dozen Jewish 
cultural figures, led by the Yiddish actor Mikhoels, issued 



an international radio appeal to Jews around the world 
to unite in the struggle against Nazi Germany. To allow 
Jews to appeal to their fellow Jews was an extraordinary 
step for the Kremlin. But Stalin understood the need for 
the regime to repair relations with the Western powers in 
the face of the German onslaught. 

Although Soviet officials were not happy with the 
committee’s unauthorized initiatives, they did not 
interfere as long as the war continued. But with the 
outbreak of the cold war, America became the enemy and 
contact with the West was severely curtailed. The 
committee’s wartime activities were now held against it.  

The turning point for the JAC came with the founding of 
Israel in 1948. That September, Golda Meir visited 
Moscow as Israel’s first diplomatic representative. She 
was greeted by cheering crowds at the city’s main 
synagogue on the Sabbath and High Holidays. Such 
spontaneous demonstrations in support of a foreign 
leader, particularly the representative of a Jewish state, 
were regarded as a provocation by Stalin. The JAC was 
held responsible. In November, the committee was 
officially closed and its archives confiscated. Over the 
winter of 1948–1949, hundreds of Yiddish cultural 
figures were arrested, including many people associated 
with the JAC. Solomon Mikhoels was already dead, 
having been assassinated on Stalin’s orders the previous 
January. 

Campaign against “cosmopolitanism”: Stalin: “Just as the 
entire German people bear responsibility for Hitler’s 
aggression, so too Jewish people must bear responsibility 
for the actions of the bourgeois cosmopolitans”  



•Soviet Jews became targets as tensions grew with the 
West 

•Israel becomes allied with the US-Jews viewed as a 
counter-revolutionary nationality  

1952-Stalin announces Nineteenth Party Congress and 
publishes 25,000-word essay “The Economic Problems of 
Socialism in the USSR”. Country faced “capitalist 
encirclement” 

Ultimate purpose: to set the stage for a new purge 
(Molotov, Mikoyan and Voroshilov were last remaining 
“Old Bolsheviks” in in upper reaches of the Party-others 
were killed in the purges of 1936 and 37) 

November 1952 Slansky trial in Prague-Rudolf Slansky, 
former Secretary General of the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party and 13 others arrested and charged 
with being engaged in a broad conspiracy with US and 
Israel to undermine socialist rule. 11/14 of accused were 
Jewish (after a week of testimony, the co-defendants 
confessed to being Trotskyite-Titoist Zionists, bourgeois-
nationalist traitors of the Czechoslovak people, found 
guilty. 11were hung) 

December 1952-military court in Kiev sentenced to 
death three people with recognizably Jewish names for 
criminal conspiracy in the field of trade. The party 
journal “Agitator’s Handbook” printed a prominent 
article against Zionism 

Doctor’s Plot (January 13, 1953)-Stalin’s personal 
physician Vladimir Vinogradov arrested along with  eight 
other Jewish doctors working in the Kremlin medical 
clinic accused of being foreign agents engaged in a plot to 



murder leading Soviet military figures and Stalin. 
Accused taken to Lefortovo prison where they were 
tortured and accused of espionage on behalf of the 
Americans and British. 

TEXT: Article in Tass, Jan. 13, 1953 

“Some time ago, the agencies of state security uncovered 
a terrorist plot of doctors who had made it their aim to 
cut short the lives of active public figures of the Soviet 
Union by means of sabotaged medical treatment. These 
doctors had now confessed to their crimes…These doctors 
had also been targeting leading military officers, among 
them three Soviet marshals, an army general and an 
admiral. But arrest disrupted their evil plans and the 
criminals did not succeed in attaining their aim. They 
were nothing less than monsters in human form”. 

TEXT: Editorial on front page of Pravda 

“Whom did these monsters serve? Who directed the  
criminal terrorist and wrecking activity of these vile 
traitors to the motherland? What purpose did they want 
to achieve through murders of active public figures of the 
Soviet state?… 

“The bosses of the USA and their British junior partners 
know that it is impossible to secure mastery over other 
nations by peaceful means. Feverishly preparing for a 
new world war, they are sending more and more of their 
spies into the USSR and the people’s democracies, trying 
to succeed where the Hitlerites failed-trying to create a 
subversive ‘fifth column’ in the USSR”. 

Nearly every day for the next six weeks, the Soviet press 
questioned the loyalty of the country’s Jewish citizens.  



Outcomes included:  

•patients refusing to take their medicines or give meds 
to their children out of fear of poisoning 

•calls for Jews to be removed in managerial and 
leadership positions  

•explicit anti-Semitism; extension of anti-Jewish purges 
to Hungary and Romania 

Rumors began to spread that Stalin intended to deport 
Soviet Jews to far-off places of exile (Kazakstan, Siberia, 
Birobidjan). Note: in the 1930’s and 40’s, Stalin deported 
numerous entire populations of what he considered to be 
“ethnic trouble makers” including Koreans, Chechens, 
Ingush, Meskhetian Turks, and Crimean Tartars.  

However, no historians have ever found documents 
confirming Stalin had drawn up plans to deport Soviet 
Jews. In contrast, several Soviet dissident figures 
expressed the belief that such a deportation plan for 
Jews existed. 

Jewish reaction-about 2.5 million Jews living in USSR, 
overwhelmingly urban, often highly educated with visible 
roles in scientific and cultural institutions; mood of terror 
and dread spread rapidly so that an act of repression 
could seem like an inevitable conclusion of case against 
doctors 

March 6, 1952-Stalin dies 

April 3, 1953: The Central Committee Presidium resolves 
to “fully rehabilitate and release from custody the 
doctors and members of their families arrested in 
association with the so-called Case of the Wrecker-



Doctors”. One of the reforms that accompanied the 
announcement was the banning of the use of torture 
against arrestees 

P O S T S T A L I N : J E W S R E G A R D E D A S 
UNTRUSTWORTHY NATIONALITY 

Effectively barred from sensitive posts in foreign service, 
military, KGB, party leadership (only 8/1443 members of 
Supreme Soviet). Not a single reference to “Jews” or 
“Holocaust” in the six-volume official Soviet history of the 
Great Patriotic War (1962) 

At the same time, Jews remained part of Soviet 
professional elite: 95% lived in urban areas; 11% college 
graduates (vs. 2% of Russians), number of scientific 
workers per 10,000 people was 135 (compared to 10 for 
Russians). In the 1959 census, 410,000 Jews out of 2.2 
million gave Yiddish as their mother tongue 

Anti-Zionism became an official ideology as Soviet Union 
became major arms supplier to Egypt in 1955. Zionists 
attacked for their alleged collaboration with Nazis and for 
Israel’s alleged support for “West German revanchism”. 

1964-trial of Joseph Brodsky: Russian Jewish poet tried 
for crimes against the state. Found guilty of social 
parasitism and sentenced to five years of exile and hard 
labor. 

TEXT: (from transcript of the trial) 

Judge: You worked at a factory for one year, and then 
didn’t work for half a year. During the summer, you 
participated in a geological expedition, then you didn’t 



work for four months . . . (She lists the places where he 
worked and the intervals between jobs.) Explain to the 
court why you didn’t work during these intervals and 
why you led a parasitical way of life. 

Brodsky: I did work during the intervals. I did just what I 
am doing now. I wrote poems.  

Judge: That is, you wrote your so-called poems? What 
was the purpose of your changing your place of work so 
often? 

Brodsky: I began working when I was fifteen. I found it all 
interesting. I changed work because I wanted to learn as 
much as possible about life and about people. 

Judge: How were you useful to the motherland? 

Brodsky: I wrote poems. That’s my work. I’m convinced . . 
. I believe that what I’ve written will be of use to people 
not only now, but also to future generations. 

    


