
CONGREGATION BETH YESHURUN 
INVITATION TO JUDAISM COURSE CURRICULUM – 5781 (2020 – 2021) (As of 08-17-20) 

 

# and Date TOPIC for 1st Hr. (9:00-10:00)  [2nd Hr. (10:00-11:00) is Hebrew class] 

1 Sept. 6 Conversion to Judaism - Overview [No Hebrew class] 

2 Sept 13 High Holy Days and Sukkot [No Hebrew class] 

⁂ Sept. 19-20 Rosh Hashanah begins Friday night Sept. 18 – Sunday night Sept. 20  

⁂ Sept. 28 Yom Kippur starts Sunday night Sept. 27 - Monday night Sept. 28 

3 Sept. 29  Sukkot and the Jewish Calendar (Tuesday evening at 7:00)  

⁂ Oct. 3 Sukkot begins Friday night Oct. 2 through Friday Oct. 9. Then Shemini Atzeret 
and Simhat Torah Friday night Oct. 9 – Sunday night Oct. 11         

4 Oct. 18 Introduction to Prayers – Structure of Siddur, overview of services [Hebrew 
class starts this week at 10:00-11:00] 

5 Oct. 25 Shabbat 

6 Nov. 1 Overview of J. History, Classic J. Texts, J. Book List [visit ERJCC website] 

⁂ Nov. 1 - Nov. 19 Virtual Book and Arts Festival at JCC 

7 Nov. 8 Beliefs: God, Revelation, Torah, Mitzvot (cf Christianity)   

8 Nov. 15 Beliefs: Life After Death/Messiah/Resurrection (cf Christianity) 

9 Nov. 22 Beliefs: The Problem of Evil & Reward and Punishment (cf Christianty) 

10 Dec. 6 Hanukkah (cf Christmas)  

⁂ Dec. 10 - Dec. 18 Hanukkah (1st candle Dec. 10, 8th candle Dec. 17) 

11 Dec. 13 Prayers: Shema & its Blessings (incl. Mezuzah/tzitzit/tefillin) 

12 Dec. 20 Prayers – Amidah 

13 Jan. 10 Kashrut 

14 Jan. 17 Ethics – Tzedakah/Gemilut Hasadim 

15 Jan. 24 Ethics – Honoring Parents/Aged, Bikur Holim 

16 Jan. 31 Ethics – Love Your Neighbor/Speech  

17 Feb. 7 World Wide Wrap program (?) (tefillin/services)  

⁂ Feb. 12-14 Special Shabbat Guest Speaker at Beth Yeshurun – Josh Kulp?  

18 Feb. 14 Yom Limmud – City-wide Jewish Day of Learning (?)  

19 Feb. 21 Purim  

⁂ Feb. 26  Purim – Feb. 25 Evening Megillah Reading @ Beth Yeshurun? – bring kids!! 

⁂ Feb. 28 Purim Carnival @ Beth Yeshurun? – bring kids!! 

20 Mar. 7 Life Cycle – Marriage, Birth/Brit Milah, Parenting followed by [Kosher Chili 
Cookoff ? at Beth Yeshurun 12:00-4:00] 



21 Mar. 14 Passover – Kashrut, Cleaning House, Meaning of Holiday [Followed by HEB 
Tour 11:00] 

22 Mar. 21  Passover – Conducting a Seder 

⁂ Mar. 27- Passover – 1st Night Seder Sat. night March 27, 2nd Night Seder Mar. 28, 
April 4 Passover continues through Sunday evening Apr. 4 

⁂ April 8 Yom HaShoah – Holocaust Memorial Day; Community memorial service 
will be 3:00 pm April 11 @ Beth Yeshurun?] 

23 April 11 Antisemitism /Christianity and Judaism  

⁂ Apr. 14-15 Israel’s Memorial Day and Independence Day 

24 April 18 Israel/Zionism  

25 April 25 Life Cycle – Bar Mitzvah, Death and Mourning 

⁂ April 30 Lag B’Omer 

26 May 2 Shavuot (incl. Ruth as convert)  

27 May 9 Discuss Conversion Ceremony and Next Steps 

28 May 16 BY Groups Presentations – Sisterhood, 100 Jewish Men, Social Action and 
more 

⁂ May 16 Tikkun Layl Shavuot @ Beth Yeshurun, Shavuot continues through evening 
of May 18] 



Books Required for Conversion Program  
(estimated prices) 

$12.00 Diamant, Anita Choosing a Jewish Life (Schocken)  (pb) 

  10.00 Kushner, Harold To Life!  (pb) 

  14.00 Robinson, George Essential Judaism – A Complete Guide to Beliefs, Customs 

and Rituals (pb)  

  27.00 Jewish Study Bible – Tanakh Translation with commentary – Oxford 

  20.00 Telushkin, Joseph Jewish Literacy 

  12.00 Samuel Sandmel We Jews and Jesus (pb) 

$95.00 Total 



Invitation to Judaism Course – Session One 
Converting to Judaism – Introduction to Course 

Rabbi Steven Morgen, Congregation Beth Yeshurun 
 

Reading: Choosing a Jewish Life (whole book), To Life! Pp. 3-86 

1. Derash about Abraham and Lekh Lekha (smashing the idols). Abraham first Jew and 

converts thought of as children of Abraham, Maimonides praises them for this. (Read 

Maimonides). Story of Hillel teaching Judaism on one foot. 

2. What does it mean to be a Jew? (the whole course will address this, but in short) 

a. Small people: 15 million out of 7.5 billion or 1/5 of 1% of population 

b. Origin of monotheism.  Parent of Christianity and Islam 

c. “People of the Book” or “People of the Library”, learning is hallmark 

d. A people and a religion. 

i. People: born Jewish or convert into it.  Like “born” American or 

“naturalized” 

ii. People: language (Hebrew – unites us through time and around the world, 

you will learn it, at least to some extent), calendar, food (not just bagels 

and lox, but also Kashrut), literature, rites of life cycle, land (yes and no) 

iii. Religion: our special relationship to God, based on law (halakhah) but we 

see that as a good thing, law defines our responsibilities, shows God loves 

us, we in turn show our love for God (and our fellow humans) by 

observance, rituals as opportunity to experience God in the every day 

things we do (eating: what we eat, saying a blessing, etc.; getting up in 

morning; what we wear: tallit, kippah, shatnes, etc.) 

e. Choseness: what does it mean? Chosen to live this way of life, to follow this path 

that God has given to us, to be an example to others.  Not a reward but an 

obligation.  Analogy to wealthy man and his Faberge Egg collection.  We are 

Am segulah, treasured people, as long as we follow this route.  But God can have 

other special relationships with other peoples.  Biblical analogy of Man (God) 

married to woman (Israel) – but back then a man could have more than one 

wife.  Mitzvot B’nei Noah, and righteous gentiles – only need to observe 7 

commandments, not 613.  This is one reason why traditionally Jews have not 

encouraged conversion.  But it is a beautiful and fulfilling way of life for those 

who observe it. 



f. Orthodox – Conservative – Reform.  This program is Conservative.  What does 

that mean (in terms of what you will be learning, and your acceptance in other 

movements, and in Israel)? 

3. What does it mean to convert? 

a. Need to learn as much as you can about this new way of life so you will feel 

comfortable in it. Like moving to a new country: need to learn the language, 

customs, idioms, calendar, foods, etc. to feel part of the people 

b. Jewish tradition is very clear about welcoming converts once converted. (See 

Maimonides)  Unfortunately not all Jews are aware of this, and there may not be 

acceptance from all Jews.  What to do: first know as much as you can so you will 

feel confident. Second, realize it is their problem, not yours.  Third, spend time 

with those who accept you and don’t waste time with those who do not.  We’ll 

talk more about these issues later. 

c. May mean abandoning certain ways of thinking about God and adopting new 

ways of thinking about God.  We’ll have a few sessions on differences between 

Christianity and Judaism. 

4. Review goals and requirements for conversion program 

5. Keep spiritual conversion journal.  Keep a notebook with all class handouts and your 

journal. 

a. Why am I converting to Judaism?  What do I think I will get out of this program?  

What do I think will be different when I am Jewish?  What will I have to leave 

behind?   

b. Letter to God. What do you want to say to God/ask of God as you embark on this 

program? 

6. Book list. Which books do you need.  Other books recommended. 

7. JCC Book Fair starts beginning of November  

8. Cost of Program: Cost of books, cost of Mikveh ($180), and Mohel (if necessary). Also, 

suggested honorarium to members of Bet Din. 

9. Membership in Synagogues. How members pay for synagogue expenses. What 

membership means – HHD tickets, other services pretty open to public. Hopefully you 

are on Happenings email list and Message mailing list. If not, you can register online. 

Come to programs at Beth Yeshurun. 

10. Jewish Herald Voice – the Jewish newspaper in Houston. Can subscribe online 

https://jhvonline.com/  

https://jhvonline.com/


Conversion Program Goals and Requirements 
Rabbi Steven Morgen, Congregation Beth Yeshurun 

Goals: 

1. Learn about Jewish way of life and thought through: 

a. Class sessions 

b. Attending at least three Shabbat dinners during the year (listed in syllabus) 

c. Attend Passover Seder (either at Rabbi’s home or another seder) 

d. Reading course books and handouts 

e. Participation in Shabbat and holiday services and programs at Beth Yeshurun 

– including scholar in residence programs 

f. Meetings with Rabbi (please feel free to call any time to make appointments 

to discuss questions about Judaism, or other issues throughout the year) 

g. Participation in programs of community interest (Jewish Book Fair at JCC, 

Yom Limmud – Day of Jewish Learning, Holocaust Memorial service, Israel 

Independence Day celebration, and others) 

2. Learn Hebrew: how to recognize the letters, pronounce words, recite some basic 

prayers. (Students should plan on attending the Hebrew class regularly unless 

they already can read Hebrew) 

3. Work through personal responses to adopting Jewish people/lifestyle (this can 

be accomplished through conversations with Rabbis, Jewish friends or family, or 

Beth Yeshurun members, as well as through maintaining a spiritual/conversion 

journal) 

4. Feel comfortable as member of Jewish community – hopefully this will be 

achieved by doing all of the above. 

 

Requirements: 

1. Attend Invitation to Judaism course 

2. Read materials from required books 

3. Keep conversion journal (suggested topics for entries will be made in class from 

time to time –see below for first two topics) 

4. Complete Terms List 

5. Take Hebrew course (next hour). It, too, has required text. 

6. Meetings from time to time with Rabbis 

7. Attend several Shabbat services  

a. Friday night: “Shabbat Renewal”, Chapel 

b. Saturday morning: Barg Sanctuary, Museum Minyan, Chapel, (Jr. 

Congregation?)  

c. Saturday afternoon: Chapel 

8. Visit Holocaust Museum, JCC/Federation 

9. Attend at least three Shabbat Dinners – at Beth Yeshurun, at Rabbi’s home, 

with Museum Minyan, etc. (dates listed in syllabus) 

10. Participate in Holiday celebrations at Beth Yeshurun (we will discuss the 

holidays in the class as they come up) 

11. Understand and accept Jewish way of life and thought: 



a. Shabbat observance– light candles and say Kiddush at home, attend services 

at synagogue, basic understanding of rules of “work” on Sabbath.  

b. Kashrut – begin process of keeping kosher by giving up pork and other non-

kosher animals, separating meat from dairy, etc. Rabbi will be happy to help 

you in setting up a kosher home. 

c. Tzedakah – commit to donating significant portion of income to charitable 

organizations, including Beth Yeshurun (10% or “tithing” is Jewish concept) 

d. Holiday Observance – Attend services for High Holy Days, fast on Yom 

Kippur, Eat in Sukkah, Simhat Torah celebration, Hanukkah Candle lighting, 

Purim Megillah reading and Carnival, participate in Passover Seder and do not 

eat or “possess” Hametz on Passover, Tikkun Layl Shavuot – night of learning 

e. Continued study – all Jews need to keep learning. Read books on Judaism, 

subscribe to Jewish journals, participate in Adult Jewish learning at Beth 

Yeshurun and/or JCC, etc.  

f. Raising children as Jews – if you have young children, enroll them in Jewish 

religious/day school s 

g. Sharing in fate and faith of Jewish people, you must be choosing this path 

of your own free will, not coerced, and seen as lifetime commitment.  

h. NOTE: Because these requirements are particular to each person converting, 

no guarantees can be made about the time conversion ceremony will take 

place. Must be mutually agreed upon by Rabbi and candidate for conversion. 

12. Final Essay Questions (see handout) 

13. Ritual:  

a. Meet with Rabbi Morgen when you are ready to convert to go over last minute 

questions and the details of procedure for the conversion ceremony.  

b. Bet Din (Jewish court) interview 

c. Brit milah or hatafat dam (men only) 

d. Mikveh (ritual bath) (Note: Mikveh fee is $180 at United Orthodox 

Synagogues ) 

e. Stand before ark to receive blessing and Hebrew name (you choose your 

Hebrew name – rabbi is happy to help with this) 

Journal: first two topics 

a. Why am I converting to Judaism? What do I think I will get out of this program? 

What do I think will be different when I am Jewish? What will I have to leave 

behind?   

b. Letter to God. What do you want to say to God/ask of God as you embark on this 

program? 

 



Conversion Course Terms List 

The terms listed below have been compiled to help create a framework for you to 
organize your studies of Judaism, and to give you a working vocabulary of important 
Jewish terms. Fill in short definitions of each term as we cover a topic in class and in the 
readings. If you need help, please ask the rabbi. When the course has been completed, 
you will have definitions for all of these terms. The rabbi will review them and return 
them to you for you to keep. 
 

Calendar Terms 

High Holy Days 
1. Rosh Hashanah (incl. what it commemorates) 
2. Apples and honey 
3. Yom Kippur 
4. Selichot 
5. Shofar 
6. Tekiah 
7. Teru’ah 
8. Shevarim 
9. Teshuvah 
10. Tefilah 
11. Tzedakah 
12. Malkhuyot 
13. Zikhronot 
14. Shofarot 
15. L’Shanah Tova Tikatevu 
16. Unetaneh Tokef 
17. Kaparah 
18. Ne’ilah 
19. Kol Nidre 
20. Mahzor 
21. Yamim Nora’im 
22. Shabbat Shuvah 
23. Yizkor 
24. Vidui 
25. Ashamnu 
26. Al Het 

Sukkot 
27. Sukkot 
28. Sukkah 
29. Lulav (four species) 
30. Etrog 
31. Hol HaMo’ed  



Conversion Course Terms List 
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32. Hoshana Rabbah 
33. Shemini Atzeret  
34. Simhat Torah 
35. Yom Tov Sheni Shel Galiyut (Second day of festival for Diaspora) 
36. Shalosh Regalim (Three Pilgrimage Festivals) 
37. Ecclesiastes (Kohelet) 
 

Shabbat 
38. Malakhah (“Work”) 
39. Mishkan (“Tent of Meeting” or “Dwelling Place”) 
40. Muktzeh 
41. Driving/Electricity 
42. Bride/Queen 
43. Remember/Observe 
44. Kabbalat Shabbat 
45. Lekha Dodi 
46. Candles  
47. Shalom Aleikhem 
48. Kiddush 
49. Netilat Yadayim 
50. HaMotzi 
51. Hallah 
52. Zemirot 
53. Birkat HaMazon 
54. Parshat HaShavuah (Sidra, Torah portion of the week) 
55. Haftarah 
56. Shalosh Seudot (Shalosheudos, Seudat Shlishit) 
57. Havdalah 
58. Shabbat Shalom 
59. Shavuah Tov 
 

Hanukkah 
60. Hanukkah 
61. Maccabbees 
62. Antiochus 
63. Modi’in 
64. Jar of Oil story 
65. Nes gadol haya sham (A great miracle happened there) 
66. Dreydl 
67. Menorah (Hanukiyah) 
68. Latkes 
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Purim 
69. Purim 
70. Megillah 
71. Esther/Mordehai 
72. Haman 
73. Grogger 
74. Hamentashen 
75. Mishloah Manot (gifts to friends) 
76. Matanot L’evyonim (Gifts to the poor) 
77. Se’udah 
 

Passover 
78. Passover (Pesah) 
79. Hametz 
80. Bedikat Hametz/Bi’ur Hametz 
81. Matzah 
82. Seder 
83. Haggadah 
84. Maror 
85. Haroset 
86. Shankbone (Z’ro’ah, Pesah) 
87. Four Questions 
88. Four Children 
89. Four cups of wine 
90. Kos Eliyahu (Cup for Elijah) 
91. Afikomen 
92. Shir HaShirim (Song of Songs) 
93. Sefirat HaOmer 
94. Lag B’Omer 
95. Hallel 
 

Shavuot 
96. Shavuot 
97. Aseret HaDibrot 
98. Tikkun Leil Shavuot 
99. Ruth 
 
Other Holidays/Fast Days 
100. Rosh Hodesh (New Moon) 
101. Israel Independence Day (Yom Ha’atzma’ut) 
102. Israel Memorial Day 
103. Holocaust Remembrance Day (Yom HaShoah) 
104. Tisha B’av (9th of Av) 
105. Tu Beshvat 
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Jewish Prayer/Synagogue 

Services 
106. Ma’ariv 
107. Shaharit 
108. Minhah 
109. Musaf 

Parts of the Service 
110. Birkot Hashahar 
111. Psukei DeZimra 
112. Shma and its blessings 
113. Amidah (shemoneh esreh) 
114. Kaddish 
115. Aleynu 
116. Kri’at HaTorah (Torah reading) 
117. Adon Olam 

Synagogue, Ritual Objects and Functionaries 
118. Siddur 
119. Humash 
120. Bet Knesset 
121. Sefer Torah 
122. Aron HaKodesh 
123. Ner Tamid 
124. Bima 
125. Yad 
126. Sheliah Tzibur 
127. Rabbi 
128. Hazan 
129. Gabbai 
130. Ba’al Koreh 
131. Hagbahah 
132. Gelilah 
133. Maftir 
134. Aliyah 
135. Magen David (Star of David) 
136. Menorah 
137. Kippah 
138. Tallit 
139. Tzitzit 
140. Tefillin 
141. Mezuzah 
142. Minyan 
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Jewish History (know the dates) 
143. Abraham  
144. Exodus 
145. King David 
146. Fall of Northern Kingdom (to Assyrians) 
147. Fall of Jerusalem (to Babylonians) 
148. Hanukkah 
149. Hillel/Shamai 
150. Fall of Jerusalem (to Romans) 
151. Bar Kokhba revolt 
152. Mishnah is completed 
153. Talmud (Babylonian) is completed 
154. Rashi 
155. Maimonides 
156. Expulsion from Spain 
157. Shulhan Arukh finished 

Modern History (concepts/names) 
158. Emancipation/Enlightenment 
159. Moses Mendelssohn 
160. Zionism 
161. Theodor Herzl 
162. Holocaust 
163. Kristallnacht 
164. Adolph Hitler, Heinrich Himmler, Adolph Eichmann 
165. Auschwitz, Dachau, Bergen-Belsen, Buchenwald, Treblinka 
166. Warsaw Ghetto 
167. David Ben Gurion 
168. Golda Meir 
169. May 14, 1948 
170. Hatikvah 
171. Kibbutz 
172. Law of Return 
173. Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Haifa, Eilat, Hebron 
174. Arab-Israeli Wars:  

a. War of Independence 1948 
b. Sinai Campaign 1956 
c. Six Day War 1967 
d. Yom Kippur War 1973 
e. Lebanon War 1982 
f. First Intifada 1987 
g. Second Intifada 2000 

175. Oslo Accords and Peace Process 
176. Yitzhak Rabin, Shimon Peres, Ehud Barak, Ariel Sharon 
177. Ethiopian Jews 
178. Soviet/Russian Jews 
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179. Four movments 
a. Orthodox 
b. Conservative 
c. Reform 
d. Reoconstructionist 

180. Abraham J. Heschel 
181. Mordecai Kaplan 
182. Solomon Schechter 
183. Louis Finkelstein 
184. American Jewish Institutions 

a. B’nai Brith (and Anti Defamation League) 
b. American Jewish Committee  
c. American Jewish Congress 
d. Hillel 
e. Jewish Community Centers 
f. United Jewish Communities 
g. Jewish Federation 
h. Jewish Theological Seminary (and University of Judaism) 
i. Hebrew Union College 
j. Yeshivah University 
k. Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
l. Hadassah (and Young Judea) and Henrietta Szold 

Jewish Literature 
185. Tanakh (explain the parts of the Bible) 
186. Torah (know the five books in order) 
187. Mishnah 
188. “Order” (6 in Mishnah) 
189. “Tractate” (63 in Mishnah) 
190. Gemarah 
191. Tannaim 
192. Amoraim 
193. Talmud 
194. Midrash 
195. Mishneh Torah 
196. Shulhan Arukh 
197. Responsa 
198. Halakha 
199. Aggadah 
200. Mitzvot 

Beliefs 
201. Olam HaBa (World to Come) 
202. Tehiyat HaMetim (Resurrection) 
203. Mashiah (Messiah) 
204. Gehennam (“Downstairs”?) 
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Ethics 
205. Tzedakah (Charity/Justice) 
206. Lashon Hara (Evil Speech) 
207. Gemilut Hasadim (Deeds of lovingkindness) 
208. Kibud Av v’Em (Honoring parents) 
209. Bikur Holim (visiting the sick) 
210. B’tzelem Elohim (in the image of God) 
211. Tza’ar Ba’alei Hayim  
212. Yetzer HaTov and Yetzer HaRa 
213. Mentsch 
214. Tzaddik 
215. Kiddush HaShem 
216. Hilul HaShem 
217. Shalom 
218. Hakhnasat Orhim 

Kashrut 
219. Kosher animals (definitions for air/water/land animals) 
220. Shehitah 
221. Shohet 
222. Fleishig (Basari) 
223. Milhig (Halavi) 
224. Pareve 
225. Kasher L’Pesah 
226. Treif 
227. Hekhsher 

Life Cycle 

Birth 
228. Brit Milah 
229. Mohel 
230. Sandak 
231. Kvaterin/Kvater 
232. Simhat Bat 
233. Pidyon HaBen 

Adolescence 
234. Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
235. “Confirmation” 

Marriage 
236. Aufruf 
237. Bedeken 
238. Kiddushin/Erusin 
239. Nisu’in 
240. Huppah 
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241. Ketubbah 
242. Hatan/Kalah 
243. Yihud 
244. Sheva Berakhot 
245. Get 

Conversion 
246. Ger/Giyoret 
247. Requirements:  

a. Study of Judaism 
b. Acceptance of God 
c. Acceptance of Torah 
d. Experience Jewish holidays, customs, traditions 
e. Circumcision (or hatafat dam) – men only 
f. Immersion in Mikveh 
g. Bet Din 

248. Blessings: al hatevilah and shehehiyanu 

Death and Mourning 
249. Kevod Hamet 
250. Hevra Kaddishah 
251. Shemirah 
252. Taharah 
253. Takhrikhin 
254. Keri’ah 
255. No: cremation, viewing, flowers 
256. Stages of mourning: aninut, shivah, shloshim, 12 months 
257. Avel 
258. Seven relatives 
259. Nihum Avelim 
260. Alav HaShalom 
261. Kaddish 
262. Yizkor 
263. Yahrzeit 



Vocabulary of
Jewish Life

Rabbi Paul Drazen

© 1992 by Rabbi Paul Drazen

Months of the Hebrew Year and their Holidays

Tishri 30 days
1-2 Rosh Hashanah .............................Lev. 23: 23-25

3 Fast of Gedaliah ........................... II Kings 25: 22-25
10 Yom Kippur .............................. Lev. 23: 33-36

15-22 Sukkot .............................. Lev. 23: 33-36
22 Shmini Atzeret
23 Simhat Torah

Heshvan 29/30 days

Kislev 29/30 days
25-29(30) Hanukkah .............................. Apocrypha - Maccabees

Tevet 29 days
1-2(3) end of Hanukkah

10 Asarah B'Tevet .............................Zach. 7:5; 8:19

Shevat 30 days
15 Tu Bishevat .............................. Rabbinic

Adar 30 days (leap year Adar II: 29)
13 Ta-anit Ester .............................. Book of Esther
14 Purim .............................. Book of Esther
15 Shushan Purim

Nisan 30 days
15-23 Pesah .............................. Ex. 12; Lev. 23: 4-8; Deut. 16: 1-8

27 Yom Hashoah Modern

Iyar 29 days
4 Yom Hazikaron ............................. Modern
5 Yom Ha-atzma-ut .......................... Modern

18 Lag B'Omer .............................. Rabbinic
28 Yom Yerushalyim ........................ Modern

Sivan 30 days
6-7 Shauvot .............................. Ex. 19-20; Lev. 23: 15-21; Deut. 16: 9-12

Tammuz 29 days
17 Sh'va Asar B'Tammuz .................. Zach. 7:5; 8:19

Av 30 days
9 Tisha B'av .............................. Jer. 52

Elul 29 days

- 8 -



16. Spinning
17.Weaving
18.Making two loops
19.Weaving two threads
20.Separating two
threads

21.Tying a knot
22.Loosening a knot
23.Sewing two stitches
24.Tearing in order to
sew

25.Hunting
26.Slaughtering
27.Flaying
28.Salting

1. Sowing
2. Ploughing
3. Reaping
4. Binding sheaves
5. Threshing
6. Winnowing
7. Cleansing crops
8. Grinding
9. Sifting
10.Kneading
11.Baking
12.Shearing wool
13.Washing wool
14.Beating wool
15.Dyeing wool

29.Curing
30.Scraping
31.Cutting up
32.Writing two letters
33.Erasing two letters in
order to write

34.Building
35.Pulling down
36.Putting out a fire
37.Lighting a fire
38.Striking the final
hammer blow

39.Carrying from one
domain to another

The 39 major categories of creative activity (work)
prohibited on Shabbat:

6. Laktes .................... Potato pancakes; traditional Hanukkah meal.
7. Sufganiot ............... Jelly doughnuts; traditional Hanukkah meal.
8. Dreidel ................... Top; used in children's games at Hanukkah.
9. Asara B'Tevet ........ 10th of Tevet. Minor fast day noting start of Babylo-

nian siege of Jerusalem, 587 B.C.E.
10. Tu Bishevat ........... Fifteenth of Shevat; "new year" for trees.
11. Purim .................... Lots; holiday celebrating the victory of Mordecai and

Esther over Haman.
12. Ta-anit Ester ......... Fast day preceding Purim.
13. Megillat Ester ........ Megillah read on Purim.
14. Mishloah manot ..... Gifts of food (2 kinds) sent to friends on Purim.
15. Matanot l'evyonim .. Gifts of tzedakah given to poor on Purim.
16. Seudat Purim ........ Special meal of celebration at Purim's end.
17. Omer ..................... Sheaf offering brought to Temple on 16 Nisan; name

for period between the second day of Pesach and
Shavuot.

18. Yom Hashoa ........... Holocaust Commemoration day. 27 Nisan.
19. Yom Hazikaron ...... Israel Memorial Day. 3 Iyar.
20. Yom Ha-atzmaut .... Israel Independence Day. 4 Iyar.
21. Lag B'omer ............ 33rd day of omer. Minor festival day. 18 Iyar
22. Yom Yerushalyim .... Reunification of Jerusalem, 1967. 28 Iyar.
23. Shevah Asar B'Tammuz 17th of Tammuz;  Minor fast day noting Babylo-

nians entering Jerusalem, 587 B.C.E.
24. Tisha B'av ............. 9th of Av. Day of mourning for Jewish tragedies,

including: loss of two Temples, expulsion from Spain
1492.

25. Eikha .................... Lamentations. Megillah read on Tisha B'av.
26. Kinot ..................... Dirges of mourning read on Tisha B'av.

- 7 -

Unit I �  Life Cycle Events: Birth
1. Shalom Zakhar ....... Welcoming a son. Ceremony held on Friday night

before brit milah.
2. Brit Milah ............. Ritual circumcision. Symbol of God's covenant with

Abraham and the Jewish people.
3. Sandek .................. One who holds the baby during the brit milah.
4. Mohel .................... Ritual circumciser.
5. Simhat Bat ............. Naming celebration for girl.
6. Seudat mitzvah ...... Festive meal which accompanies the observance of a

mitzvah.
7. Pidyon haben ......... Redemption of the first born son. Ceremony obtains

for a child only when all of the following apply:
a. First born child
b. No prior abortions or miscarriages
c. Male
d. Neither parent of a kohen or levi family.

8. Bar/Bat Mitzvah .... Coming of age for religious responsibility. Custom of
major party, "bar" mitzvah, relatively recent.

Unit II �Life Cycle Events: Marriage
1. Sefirah .................. Between Pesach and Shavuot, the Omer is counted.

Weddings are not held on a portion of those days.
2. Three weeks ........ Time period between the 17th of Tammuz and the 9th

of Av. Weddings are not held during this time period.
3. Halitzah ................ Levirate marriage.
4. T'na-im ................. Terms of dowry and marriage.
5. Aufrufin ................ Pre-marriage aliyah taken before wedding day.
6. Ketubah ................. Jewish marriage contract.
7. Erusin ................... Engagement portion of marriage ceremony.
8. Nisu-in .................. Wedding portion of marriage ceremony.
9. Huppah ................. Marriage canopy.

10. Shevah brakhot ...... Seven marriage blessings said at the wedding cere-
mony and at the festive meal afterwards.

11. Edim ..................... Witnesses
12. Get ........................ Jewish divorce decree.

Unit III � Life Cycle Events: Death
1. Aninut ................... Time period between death and funeral.
2. Avel ....................... Mourner
3. Hevra Kadisha ...... "Holy Society." Group of people who prepare body for

burial through ritual washing.
4. Kri-ah ................... Tearing of garment as sign of mourning.
5. K'vod hamet ........... Respect for the dead.
6. Tahrihim ............... Burial shrouds.
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10. Geshem .................. Prayer for rain; said on Shmini Atzeret at Musaf
11. Kohelet .................. Ecclesiastes; megillah read on Sukkot
12. Shmini Atzeret ........ Eighth day of assembly; last day of Sukkot but, liturgi-

cally, a separate holiday.
13. Simhat Torah ......... Rejoicing in the Torah; holiday marking completion

and beginning of Torah reading cycle.
14. Hakkafot ................ Circuits around sanctuary with Torah Scrolls.

Unit X � Holiday Vocabulary - Passover
1. Seder ..................... Special meal of retelling the Exodus from Egypt.
2. Bedikat Hametz ...... Search for hametz, held night before first seder.
3. Bittul Hametz ........ Formula renouncing any hametz we may have inadver-

tently missed in our cleaning. Said morning of the
first seder.

4. Be'ur Hametz ......... Destruction of hametz, morning of first seder, by 11:00.
5. Siyyum Bekhorim .... Ceremony of celebration of completing Rabbinic

section of study.
6. Hametz .................. Fermented; wheat, oats, rye, barley or spelt after they

come in contact with water for 18 minutes after
harvest. Also dishes and utensils which have been in
contact with hametz foods during the year.

7. Mekhirat Hametz ... Symbolic selling of hametz to a non-Jew.
8. Ma'ot Hittim .......... Funds collected before Pesach to provide money for

matzah and other Passover essentials for the poor.
9. Hagadah ............... Book used at seder to retell the story.

Unit XI � Holiday Vocabulary - Shavuot
1. Shavuot ................. Pentecost; feast of weeks. 50 days after second day of

Pesach.
2. Bikkurim................ First fruits, brought to Temple on Shavuot.
3. Ruth ...................... Megillah read on Shavuot.
4. Tikkun Lel Shavuot All night study session to recall giving of Ten Com-

mandments.

Unit XII � Holiday Vocabulary - Minor Holidays
1. Hanukkah ............. "Dedication," holiday celebrating the victory of the

Maccabees against the Assyrian-Greeks.
2. Hasmoneans .......... Dynasty of kings set up by Judah the Maccabee.
3. Menorah ................ 7 branch candelabra used in Temple.
4. Hanukkiah ............ 9 branch candelabra used for Hanukkah celebration.
5. Al Hanissim ........... Prayer of thanksgiving added to amidah on Hanukkah

and Purim.
- 6-

7. Sh'mirah ................ Watching the body.
8. Levayah ................. Funeral service.
9. Hesped .................. Eulogy

10. Kaddish yatom ....... Prayer of praise of God, said by mourners.
11. Shivah ................... First seven days of mourning.
12. Sh'loshim ............... First 30 days of mourning.
13. Kevurah ................ Interment
14. Hesed shel emet ...... "True lovingkindness;" helping with interment.
15. Seudat havra-ah .... Meal of condolence.
16. T'hiyat hametim ...... Resurrection of the dead.
17. Nihum avelim ........ Mitzvah of comforting mourners.
18. Yahrzeit ................. Anniversary of date of death.
19. Yizkor .................... Memorial service added to services on: Yom Kippur,

Shmini Atzeret, Pesach and Shavuot.
20. Hiyyuv................... A religious obligation.

Unit IV � Shabbat
1. Muktzeh ................ Items not touched on Shabbat either because they

might lead to a violation of Shabbat or because it was
not prepared before Shabbat for use on Shabbat.

2. Melakha ................ Creative work.
3. Kiddush ................. Sanctification of the day, usually said using wine.
4. Menuha ................. Rest.
5. Zemirot .................. Special table songs for Shabbat.
6. Kabbalat Shabbat ... service of welcome for Shabbat.
7. Se-udah Shlishit ..... Third meal on Shabbat
8. Havdalah .............. Service of separation to mark end of Shabbat.
9. Motza-i Shabbat ..... Leaving of Shabbat (Saturday night)

Unit V � Worship A.
1. Tefilah ................... Prayer
2. Bet midrash ........... House of Study.
3. Bet k'nesset ............. House of Assembly.
4. Bet tefillah ............. House of Prayer.
5. Nosah .................... Melodic themes of prayer
6. Kippah .................. Head covering
7. Tallit ..................... Prayer shawl
8. Tzitzit .................... Knots required in corners of four-corner garments.
9. Tefillin .................. Phylacteries

10. Aron hakodesh ........ Holy ark, resting place of Torah scrolls.
11. Bimah ................... Platform at front of sanctuary.
12. Shaliah tzibbur ....... Congregation's representative in prayer. (Cantor)
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Unit VI � Worship B.
1. Kavannah .............. Devotional intent in worship
2. Kevah .................... Fixed prayers
3. Minyan ................. Quorum of 10 adults required for public worship.
4. Siddur ................... Prayer book (except High Holy days)
5. Mahzor .................. Prayer book for High Holy days.
6. Ma-ariv ................. Evening service.
7. Shaharit ................ Morning service.
8. Musaf ................... Addtional service. Said on Shabbat, Rosh Hodesh and

major holidays.
9. Minha ................... Afternoon service.

10. P'sukei d'zimra ....... Introductory morning service.
11. Brakha .................. Blessing; basic unit of Jewish prayer.
12. Amidah .................. Private prayers, "The Prayer," recited while standing.
13. Kedusha ................ Prayer of sanctification in amidah.
14. Kaddish ................. Prayer of praise; concludes service sections
15. Korbanot ................ Sacrifices / section of prayers which reviews sacrifices

which were offered.
16. Hallel .................... Psalms of praise added to service on selected holidays.
17. Yom Tov ................ Festival day - work prohibited.
18. Hol Hamo-ed ......... Intermediate festival days.

Unit VII � Text and Commentary
1. Torah .................... Five books of Moses. Hebrew root means "to guide" or

"to teach."
2. Tanakh .................. Mnemonic for the Bible: Torah; Neviim (Prophets);

Ketuvim (Writings)
3. Pentateuch ............. Five books of Moses
4. Decalogue .............. Ten commandments
5. Asseret Hadibrot ..... Ten commandments
6. Talmud Torah ....... Mitzvah of study
7. Midrash ................. Rabbinic Commentary, based on Biblical text
8. Mishnah ................ Legal text, compiled around 200, by Judah the Prince
9. Gemara ................. Commentary on Mishnah.

10. Talmud ................. Combination of 8 & 9
11. Mitzvah ................. Commandment; one of 613; not a good deed
12. Aggadah ................ Legend
13. Halakha ................ Law
14. Brit ....................... Covenant
15. Sefer Torah ............ Torah Scroll
16. Kiddush HaShem ... Sanctifying God.
17. Hillul HaShem ...... Desecrating God.
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Unit VIII � Holiday Vocabulary - High Holy Days
1. Yamim Nora-im ..... Days of Awe
2. Selihot ................... Prayers asking Divine forgiveness.
3. Yom Hadin ............ Day of Judgment; a name for Rosh Hashanna
4. Yom Hazikarom...... Day of Remembering; a name for Rosh Hashanna
5. Yom Teruah ........... Day of Shofar Sound; a name for Rosh Hashanna
6. Avinu Malkeinu ..... "Our Father, our King," list of brief supplications, all

begin with that phrase.
7. Shevarim ............... Shofar sound: three notes
8. Tekiah ................... Shofar sound: one blast
9. Teruah .................. Shofar sound: wavering sound of nine staccato notes

10. Akedah .................. "Binding," Biblical account of near-sacrifice of Isaac
11. Malkhuyot ............. "Kingship verses," one of three special additional

sections added to Rosh Hashanna Musaf amidah.
12. Shofarot ................. "Shofar verses," one of three special additional sec-

tions added to Rosh Hashanna Musaf amidah.
13. Zikhronot ............... "Remembrance verses," one of three special additional

sections added to Rosh Hashanna Musaf amidah.
14. Middat Hadin ....... God's attribute of Divine justice.
15. Middat harahamim God's attribute of Divine mercy.
16. Piyyut .................... Religious poem.
17. Viddui ................... confession, included in every Yom Kippur amidah.
18. Al Het ................... Series of confessions, alphabetically arranged, said on

Yom Kippur.
19. Kol Nidre ............... Formula for absolution of vows, said immediately

before Yom Kippur begins.
20. Avodah .................. Yom Kippur service of the High Priest in Temple.
21. Neilah ................... Final service on Yom Kippur.

Unit IX  � Holiday Vocabulary - Sukkot / Shmini Atzeret/
Simhat Torah

1. Sukkah .................. Booth erected for Sukkot.
2. Sekhakh ................. Roofing material for sukkah.
3. Arbah minim .......... Four plant species used during Sukkot services.
4. Lulav .................... Palm; also name given for arbah minim.
5. Hadas ................... Myrtle; twigs (3) used in "lulav."
6. Arava .................... Willow; twigs (2) used in "lulav."
7. Etrog ..................... Citron
8. Hoshana ................ "Save, I pray," prayer added each morning during

Sukkot. Extra verses are added on the last day of
Sukkot, Hoshanna Rabbah.

9. Hoshana Rabba ..... Last day of hol hamo-ed Sukkot; last chance for repen-
tance.
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Essay Questions for Conversion 

Now that you have completed your introductory study of Judaism, and are preparing for 

the formal conversion process, it might be helpful to reflect on what Judaism means to you.  The 

questions below should help guide you in considering different aspects of how you think and feel 

about being Jewish. Please write an essay that addresses each of these issues.  Take as much time 

and as many words as you feel you need to address these ideas in a thoughtful manner.  At the 

top of the page, please be sure to indicate your name, address, home and business phone numbers 

and the Hebrew name you would like to choose.  (If you have not selected a Hebrew name, and 

would like some help with that, please let me know and we can address that issue separately 

from the essay.) 

1. Describe the process that led you to want to become Jewish. 

2. Which Jewish values and beliefs do you find most appealing and persuasive? 

3. How is Judaism more appropriate for you than your former religion or lifestyle? 

(Please discuss also your current understanding of who Jesus was if your former 

religion was a denomination of Christianity.) 

4. Describe how your personal and home life has changed because of Jewish tradition 

and how it may yet change in the future. 

5. Describe your sense of identification with the Jewish people in relation to Israel, 

world Jewry, the local Jewish community, and your synagogue. 

6. Describe how you intend to fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah. 

7. What is your commitment to prayer and religious services? 



How to Convert to Judaism 
The process varies from movement to movement, but certain rituals are common to all of 

them. 

B Y  M J L  

Y O U  M I G H T  A L S O  L I K E  

Converting to Judaism: How to Get Started 

Denominational Differences On Conversion 

C O N V E R S I O N  
The process of conversion penetrates a person’s innermost character and spiritual being, 

demanding an examination of self and other that may culminate in the adoption of a new 

identity. 

Because of the potential consequences both to the convert’s psyche and to the Jewish people — 

particularly at times when conversion to Judaism was banned by the ruling powers — rabbis 

have always urged conversion candidates to carefully consider their own motivations. 

The Talmud, in fact, states that the first question that the beit din — the rabbinic court that rules 

upon a conversion – -must ask of a potential convert concerns motivation, “Why should you 

wish to become a proselyte; do you not know that the people of Israel at the present time are 

persecuted and oppressed, despised, harassed, and overcome by afflictions?” 

Denominational Differences 

Because the different movements have such different visions of what constitutes a “good Jew,” 

the requirements for conversion can vary significantly among them. A traditional beit din, for 

example, expects a conversion to be based entirely upon the desire to become a Jew, whereas the 

liberal movements permit more latitude in a candidate’s initial motivation. Many liberal rabbis 

will perform a conversion for the sake of an upcoming marriage, reasoning that exposure to 

Judaism in the context of an intimate relationship is likely to inspire such a convert to eventually 

accept Judaism for its own sake. Even the process of conversion is a matter of contention among 

the movements. Whereas traditional rabbis expect the candidate to undergo all rabbinically 

prescribed rituals, liberal rabbis may use rituals more selectively (although circumcision is a 

nearly universal requirement). Even within certain movements, there are often differences from 

one country to another, so if you are expecting to relocate to another country, you may want to 

make sure your conversion meets the standards of the Jewish community there. It is also wise to 

ensure that the rabbi or institution with which you are studying is widely respected and that other 

rabbis and institutions recognize their conversions. 

Steps Towards Conversion 

Learning/Study 

Conversion candidates are urged to learn as much as possible about Jewish religion and culture, 

to seek out a variety of Jewish experiences, and to talk to a rabbi early in the process. Many 

people start by enrolling in Introduction to Judaism or Judaism 101 classes, which are frequently 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/author/mjl-staff/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/converting-to-judaism-how-to-get-started/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/cross-denominational-differences-regarding-conversion/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/category/live/conversion/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Rabbinics/Talmud.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/life/Life_Events/Conversion/Conversion_Process/Beit_Din.shtml?LFLE
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Jewish_World_Today/Denominations.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/life/Life_Events/Conversion/Contemporary_Issues/Denominational_Differences.shtml?LFLE
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/life/Life_Events/Conversion/Conversion_Process/Circumcision.shtml?LFLE


offered at synagogues, Jewish community centers and other Jewish institutions. For assistance 

finding such classes near where you live, you may want to: 

• Contact your local Jewish federation or Jewish community center. 

• Review the Reform movement’s list of upcoming Introduction to Judaism courses here, 

• Check out the Conservative movement’s list of upcoming conversion classes here. 

• Contact a local Orthodox congregation or rabbi and ask which class they recommend for 

prospective converts. Click here for your nearest Orthodox Union -affiliated 

synagogue To find your nearest Chabad-Lubavitch congregation, click here. 

• If you are in Israel, click here for more information about the conversion process there. 

• For information about non-Orthodox conversions in Europe visit the World Union for 

Progressive Judaism site. 

• It is also possible now to take classes online — and even go through the entire conversion 

process online. However, many communities, particularly in Europe, do not recognize 

online conversions. 

If you know of other class directories not listed here, leave information in the comments or email 

community@myjewishlearning.com. 

When both candidate and rabbi agree that the time for conversion has arrived, and the candidate 

is ready, the formal conversion procedure begins. 

Circumcision 

If the candidate is male, the first step in a traditional conversion is to undergo brit milah, or 

circumcision, or if already circumcised, hatafat dam brit [ritual extraction of a drop of blood]. 

Reform and Reconstructionist rabbis may offer the candidate a choice about hatafat dam brit if 

he is already circumcised. 

Beit Din (Rabbinic Court) 

Once the circumcision has healed, a beit din is assembled. This three-person court, generally 

comprising at least one rabbi and two other observant Jews knowledgeable about the laws of 

conversion, has sole authority to rule on the convert’s readiness for conversion. The beit din 

explores a candidate’s sincerity by evaluating his or her knowledge, motivation, and intent to live 

as a Jew. For traditional Jews, a convert must assent to kabbalat ol ha-mitzvot, acceptance of the 

yoke of the commandments, that is, a willingness to accept the validity and often to commit to 

the performance of the Jewish commandments. Liberal rabbis usually ask only for a commitment 

to perform selected commandments. 

Mikveh (Ritual Bath) 

Once the beit din is assured of the candidate’s sincerity, the candidate usually immerses in the 

ritual pool, or mikveh, if available, or else in a lake or the ocean, or, in some cases, a swimming 

pool [however, only certain non-Orthodox authorities allow a pool]. 

The mikveh water is symbolic of the in-between state, or liminality, of the convert, who is 

undergoing what amounts to a spiritual rebirth. The immersion, known as tevillah, symbolically 

cleanses the convert of past misdeeds and prepares the convert for a different future and destiny. 
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http://www.discoverjcc.com/home/find-a-jcc-near-you/
http://www.reformjudaism.org/learning/judaism-classes/intro-judaism
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Following immersion, the candidate is officially considered a Jew and can legitimately recite the 

blessing for immersion that includes the words “who has sanctified us with the commandments.” 

Hebrew Name 

The newborn Jew takes on a Hebrew name, but a given name only is not sufficient to locate a 

person within the Jewish tradition. When Jews sign legal documents or are called up to the 

Torah, their parents’ names are appended to their Hebrew names to locate them in Jewish 

spiritual space. A convert traditionally adopts Abraham and Sarah as spiritual parents and in 

legal situations is referred to as “ben Avraham Avinu,” “son of our Father, Abraham,” or “bat 

Sarah Imenu,” “daughter of our Mother, Sarah.” 

READ: 10 Questions About Conversion to Judaism You Were Afraid to Ask 

READ: So You Want to Convert to Judaism … 

READ: Conversion to Judaism, Denomination by Denomination 

After You Convert 

Even for the most sincere converts, the post-conversion period can be challenging, as the new 

Jews-by-choice reestablish relationships with their birth families, develop new ones with newly 

acquired Jewish families, and work to bridge the emotional gap between feeling like “a convert” 

and being a Jew who truly feels part of am Yisrael, the Jewish people. With patience, persistence, 

and a realization that the process is one of evolution, not revolution, the convert acquires that 

combination of knowledge, habit, and subculture that constitutes an enduring Jewish identity. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-conversion-process/?utm  

 

New email list for people interested in becoming Jewish: 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/sign-up-for-choosing-judaism/?utm 
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In The Presence Of God 
And Of This Rabbinical Tribunal 

 

I hereby declare my desire to accept the principles of Judaism, to adhere to its 

practices and ceremonies, and to become a member of the Jewish People. I affirm my 

commitment to the God of Israel, the Torah of Israel, and the People of Israel. Irrevocably 

accepting Judaism, I sever my ties to any other religion with which I may once have been 

affiliated. 

I do this of my own free will and volition, and with a full realization of the true 

significance of the tenets and practices of Judaism. 

I pray that my present determination guide me through life so that I may be worthy 

of the sacred tradition and fellowship, which I now join.  I pray that I may ever remain 

conscious of the privileges and the corresponding duties that my affiliation with the House 

of Israel imposes upon me.  I declare my firm determination to live a Jewish life and to 

conduct a Jewish home. 

If I shall be blessed with any future male children, I promise to have them brought 

into the Covenant of Abraham.  I further promise to bring up any future children with 

whom God blesses me in loyalty to Jewish beliefs and practices and in faithfulness to 

Jewish hopes and the Jewish way of life. 

I pray that I may continue to grow in the love of Judaism and find blessing 

because of my decision to become one with the Jewish people. By joining Judaism and the 

Jewish people, may I add my willing heart and hands to our eternal task of being God’s 

partners in seeking to perfect the world under God’s universal sovereignty. 

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One! 

Blessed is God’s glorious sovereign Name forever.    

  

 ______________________________________ 

_______________ 
 

Witnesses to this Declaration: 

 

______________________________________ 

Rabbi ______________ 

 

______________________________________ 

____________________ 

 

______________________________________ 

____________________  

 

DATE: _____________57__. _______________, 20__ 



OCCASIONAL LETTERS 

OccASIONAL writings often provide special insight into a11 

author's inclinations, convictions, and sensitivities, which are some 
times submerged in more formal works. The following medley from 
the letters of Maimonides shows him drawing upon his vast reservoirs 
of knowledge, relating new situations to old categories, and respond 
ing vigorously to everchanging stimuli. They reveal his brilliance of 
mind, delicacy of feeling, and sensitivity of heart, his precision of 
style and range of interest. The autobiographical references arc of 
great interest. (See the autobiographical section in the letter to Sa 111 
uel ibn Tibbon which is cited in the introduction to this book .) 

Especially noteworthy is the Letter to Obadiah, the humi1ie1l.cd 
and confused convert whom Maimonides encourages by expouncl 111 1: 
a lofty, spiritual conception of Judaism in which biological factms ;11 (" 

rather insianificant. Converts to Judaism cn;oy complete cqua lti"y ;111</ 
are, in tac~, ob;ects of special love-. The Letter to Ila dai is a _r~1r · t(_·~ 
tament of spirituality, accentuating some of the more u111vers:i /1 .\ I 
sentiments of Judaism. The Letter to Ibn Gabir shows th ;1 11tl101\ 
pedagogical and psychological skilJ in cncour'.1gi1_1 1 

" scrio~1 s st 11d .·"I , 
whose interest in matters which seem forb1cld11w :111cl 11wcc:css il>ll' 
must be susta ined. Tl1c Letter to f'11 c R:1bbis of / ,1111 ·l rcf kct s 1 lw 
m );ill ·holy of f\lf; 1i111011icJcs ; /S )1 t' Slll \IC)' ·cf i/1c ('0 1il ('l t1p01 :t1 \' ,\( ' C'llC ' 

OCCASIONAL LETTERS 4 7 5 

LETTER TO OBADIAH THE PROSELYTE 

Thus says Moses, the son of Rabbi Maimon, one of the exiles from 
Jerusalem, who lived in Spain: 

I received the question of the master Obadiah, the wise and 
learned proselyte, may the Lord reward him for his work, may a per
fect reco_mpense be bestowed upon him by the Lord of Israel, under 
whose wmgs he has sought cover. 

You ask me if you, t?o, are allowed to say in the blessings and 
prayers you offer alone or m the congregation: "Our God" and "God 
of our fathers," "You who have sanctified us through Your com
mandments," "You who have separated us" "You who have chosen 
us," "You who ha;; ,'.nherited us," "You who have brought us out of 
the land of Egypt, You who have worked miracles to our fathers " 
and more of this kind. ' 
. . Yes, you may say all this in the prescribed order and not change 
it m the least. In the same way as every Jew by birth says his blessing 
and prayer, you, too, sha_ll bless and pray alike, whether you are alone 
or pray m the congregat10n. The reason for this is, that Abraham our 
Father tau~ht the people, opened their minds, and revealed to them 
the true faith and the unity of God; he rejected the idols and abol
ished ~heir adoration; he brought many children under the wings of 
t~e D1vme Presence; he gave them counsel and advice, and ordered 
111S sons and the members of his household after him to keep the 
ways of the Lord forever, as it is written, "For I have known him to 
tl~e end that he may command his children and his household after 
him,. th~t :?ey may keep the way of the Lord, to do righteousness 
and iusbce (Gen. i_8: 19 ). Ever. s_ince then whoever adopts Judaism 
and confesses the umty of the D1vme Name, as it is prescribed in the 
Torah, is counted among the disciples of Abraham our Father peace 
be with him. These _ men are Abraham's household, and he it 'is who 
converted them to nghteousness. 

. In the _same. way as he converted his contemporaries through his 
words and tcachmg, he c nvert future generations through the testa-
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4 76 OTHER WRITINGS 

ment he left to his children and household after him. Thus Abrah~m 
our Father, peace be with him, is the ~ath~r _of his pious postenty 
who keep his ways, and the father of his disciples and of all prose
lytes who adopt Judaism. ,, 

Therefore you shall pray, "Our God" and "God of our fathers, 
because Abraham, peace be with him, is your father. And you shall 
pray, "You who have taken for his own our fathers," for the land h~s 
been given to Abraham, as it is said, "~rise, wal~ th~ough the,,1and m 
the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give to you (Gen. 
13: 17). As to the words, "You who have brought us out of ;~e land 
of Egypt" or "You who have done miracles to our fathers -these 
you may change, if you will, and say, "You who have brou?ht Israel 
out of the land of Egypt" and "You who have done mira_cles to 
Israel." If, however, you do not change them, it is no tra_n~gress1on, be
cause since you have come under the wings of the Divme Presence 
and confessed the Lord, no difference exists between you and us, and 
all miracles done to us have been done as it were to us and to you . 
Thus it is said in the Book of Isaiah, "Neither let the son of the 
stranger, that has joined himself to the Lord, speak, saying, 'The ~ord 
has utterly separated me from His people'" (Is. 56:3). There is no 
d~fference whatever between you and us. You shall certainly say the 
blessing "Who has chosen us," "Who has given us," "Who have 
taken u; for Your own" and "Who has separated us": for the Creator, 
may He be extolled, has indeed chosen you and separated you f~om 
the nations and given you the Torah . For the Torah has been given 
to us and to the proselytes, as it is said, "One ordinance shall b~ botli 
for you of the congregation, and _also for the str~nger that SOJOLm~s 
with you, an ordinance for ever m your generat10ns; as you are, so 
shall the stranger be before the Lord" (Num. 15:15). K~ow th:il 
our fathers, when they came out of Egypt, wer~ ~ostly 1do.latcrs: 
they had mingled with the pagans in Egypt and 1m1tated then wa 
of life, until the Holy One, may He be blessed, sent Moses Olli' 

Teacher the master of all prophets, who separated us from 1·11< · 
nations ~nd brought us under the wings of the Divine Presen c, 11s 
and all proselytes, and gave to ~n of us ?ne ~aw. . . , . 

Do not consider your ongm as mfenor. While :ve a1c th <.I< 
scendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, you denve from 1.11111 
through whose word the world was created . As is s ai~l by ls: 11 :il 1. 
"One shall say, I am the Lord's, and another shall call h11ns 1f h I Ii ! 
name of Jacob" (Is. 44: 5). 

OCCASIONAL LETTERS 4 77 

LETTER TO AN INQUIRER 

... \Vhen your teacher called you a fool for denying that Muslims 
are idolaters he sinned grievously, and it is fitting that he ask your 
pardon, though he be your master. Then let him fast and weep and 
pray; perhaps he will find forgiveness . Was he intoxicated that h 
forgot the thirty-three passages in which the Law admonishes con
cerning "strangers"? For even if he had been in the right and yon i11 
error, it was his duty to be gentle; how much more, when the truth is 
with you and he was in error! And when he was discussing whctli cr :1 
Muslim is an idolater, he should have been cautious not to lose l1is 
temper with a proselyte of righteousness and put him to shame, fo1 
our sages have said, "He who gives way to his anger shall I> <' 
esteemed in Your eyes as an idolater." And how great is th d11I ' 
which the Law imposes on us with regard to proselytes. We arc co 111 
manded to honor and fear our parents; we are ordered to hc~1rk ·11 In 
the prophets. A man may honor and fear and obey without lov i111•,. 
But in the case of "strangers" we are bidden to love with ll1 · wl1 nl!· 
force of our heart's affection. * And he called you fool! Asl<lll11tli111;I 
man who left father and mother, forsook his birthplace, l1is ('!ll11il 1 
and its power, and attached himself to this lowly, cl cs1i1,,t'd , .111tl 
enslaved race; who recognized the truth and righ1· 011 s 11 < ·~~ 11/ 1111" 
people's Law, and cast the things of this world from l1is ll(':1il •. 11 .ill 
such a one be called fool? God forbid! Not witless hul w i ~ < · 11.1 " < :111 1 
called your name, you disciple of our father Abrnh:1111 , wl1 n ,il 1.i 1 11 Ii 
his father and his kindred and inclined Go<l w: 11d . 1\11d 11 1 11 1111 

blessed Abraham will bless you, and will make yo 11 11'"' i I 11 I 11 I 11 I 111lol 
all the consolations destined for Israel; and in ;ill il1 <· 1;<1111 l il 1.li t 1111 
shall do to us He will do good to you, for the Lord I 1:1. · 111, 11 111 •.i ii 1:1111 I 
to Israel. ... 

LETTER TO HASDAI HA-LEVI 

... As to your question about the nations, know i I 1:1 I 11 w I 111 ol 
desires the hea rt, and that the intention of J·h 11 ·: 11 I is 11 1<' 111 1 .. 11.1 111 

*Sec Mislmeh Tornli , Dook T, Mor:il l) isposi lio11 s, II , ~; VI, 1: 11 11111 \ '. 1•
11 1 bidden fnl'cr Olll"S ', Ii . ' IV. 
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