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SESSION ONE: TWO CREATION STORIES AND WHAT THEY TEACH 

US ABOUT GOD, CREATION, AND HUMANITY  

1. Chapter One: Religion and Science  

a. How old is the world? (Bible seems to say 5,780 years; science says billions of years) 

b. Can we explain Six Days of Creation by counting billions of years for the first few 

days? No. Day Three God creates plants; Day Four God creates the Sun. Photosynthesis 

requires the sun for plants to live. Moreover, Science says the Sun was the first thing 

created in our solar system; not the earth and seas (day three). Day Two separating Water 

Above from Water Below is “Old Science” – the Sky is made of a pool of water. By the 

way, what was the “Light” created on Day One? Some say: Big Bang. But there is 

another possibility (maybe more). 

c. How does our Creation Story compare to other Creation Stories of the same time? 

Why is ours different? (See Nahum Sarna, Understanding Genesis, pp. 2-23) 

d. What did the Biblical author believe about the Created World? It was ordered, 

followed rules and principles ordained by God. God began with Chaos and created Order. 

Unlike other Creation stories in which the gods create a chaotic world in which they play 

games with each other – using human beings as chess pieces. 

e. Can we reconcile the Bible with modern Science? How? Not with science as we know 

it, but the nature of Creation as an Ordered System is necessary for science to exist.  

f. Thought experiment: If you were God, how would you have explained Creation to a 

human being 3,000 years ago? 

2. Chapter Two: Religion and Morality.  

a. Eating the fruit – who’s fault was it? Multiple choice: a. Adam, b. Eve, c. Snake, d. 

God) (BTW, “fruit” not “apple”. Jewish traditions: grapes, figs or wheat. Latin: “apple” 

= “Malus” and “evil” = “malum”.) Adam and Eve both “pass the buck” – like children. 

(Guess what? They were children! Of course, even we adults sometimes pass the buck 

and don’t take responsibility for our own actions.) Maybe God is responsible – like a 

mother putting cookie jar in reach of little children and then leaving the room? 

b. What is the role of the snake/serpent?  

i.  Is “Evil” an outside force or an internal one? Who is in control – “Evil” or “Human 

Free Will”? 



ii.  Where does the story begin? If start at Chapter 3 then the Snake is the central figure – 

it must be important, perhaps the “devil”. If start at end of Chapter 2, Adam and Eve 

are central figures. The story is about Human Free Will. 

iii. “Shrewdest creature God had made.” (“Shrewdness” same Hebrew term as “naked” 

used to describe the humans.) Why does the snake talk? To tell us that this is NOT 

history but MORAL Tale – Fable. Like Aesop’s Fables, has moral message. 

c. “Original Sin”? (See “Judaism Rejects Original Sin”.) 

i.   “My God, the soul that you have given me is 

pure.” (From Birkot Hashahar in prayer book.)  

ii. Ezekiel 18:2-4 “What do you people mean by quoting this proverb about the land of Israel: 

‘The fathers eat sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge’? As I live – declares the 

LORD God – this proverb shall no longer be current among you in Israel. … The person who 

sins, only he shall die.” (cf. Jeremiah 31:29) 

d. What does this story teach us about Humanity’s role in Creation? (What makes Humans 

different from the other animals? What role does God give Adam and Eve in the 

Garden?) 

e. What does it teach us about our relationship to God?  

f. Why is this story so crucial to understanding the entire Bible? (Without “Free Will”, the 

rest of the Bible makes no sense.) 

g. A modern (?) interpretation of the Garden Eden story: We are God’s hands and feet. 

3. Bonus Question: Why was Eden not Destroyed? Instead it is guarded by Cherubim and 

“Fiery sword” 

a. The Human Quest: Strive to return to Eden, return to Paradise. 

b. The Ark of the covenant is also guarded by the Cherubim. Perhaps an indication that our 

Tradition is the pathway back to an idyllic world where people are loved and cared for, 

where disease is minimized, where there is no war or crime or bloodshed. This is also our 

Messianic Vision – the ideal world we strive to create.  

4. Final Thought Question: But, if there are two creation stories, what does that tell us 

about Who Wrote the Bible? 

a. Stay tuned for third class session: Who Wrote the Bible?  

b. But first, we must talk about God, and what humans can possibly know – or even attempt 

to understand – about God. That will be Session 2.  



 

Judaism’s Rejection of Original Sin 
 

Saint Augustine (354-430) was the first theologian to teach that man is born into this world in a 

state of sin. The basis of his belief is from the Bible (Genesis 3:17-19) where Adam is described 

as having disobeyed G-d by eating the forbidden fruit of the tree of knowledge in the Garden of 

Eden. This, the first sin of man, became known as original sin. 

Many Christians today, particularly members of the Anglican, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 

Methodist, and Presbyterian Churches, subscribe to this belief. They maintain that the sin of 

Adam was transferred to all future generations, tainting even the unborn. Substantiation for this 

view is found in the New Testament (Romans 5:12) where Paul says, "Wherefore as by one man 

sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 

sinned. By one man's disobedience many were made sinners." 

Christianity believes that only through the acceptance of Jesus that the "grace" of G-d can return 

to man. A Christian need only believe in Jesus to be saved; nothing else is required of her. 

The doctrine of original sin is totally unacceptable to Jews (as it is to Christian sects such as 

Baptists and Assemblies of G-d). Jews believe that man enters the world free of sin, with a soul 

that is pure and innocent and untainted. While there were some Jewish teachers in Talmudic 

times who believed that death was a punishment brought upon mankind on account of Adam's 

sin, the dominant view by far was that man sins because he is not a perfect being, and not, as 

Christianity teaches, because he is inherently sinful. 

 

Source: Kolatch, Alfred J. The Jewish Book of Why/The Second Jewish Book of Why. NY: 

Jonathan David Publishers, 1989. 

Found at: https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/judaism-s-rejection-of-original-sin 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/Tanakh.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Bible/Genesis3.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/adam.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/g-d.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/anti-semitism/Christian.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/anti-semitism/jesus.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Bible/Paul.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Bible/Paul.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/anti-semitism/jesus.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/talmud_&_mishna.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ISBN=0824603141/theamericanisraeA/
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/judaism-s-rejection-of-original-sin
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Six Days of Creation Chart 
 

DAY 1 DAY 4 
Light/Day and Dark/Night Sun – Moon and Stars 

     
 

DAY 2 DAY 5 
Water Above   

 “Expanse” = Shamayim = “Sky”  Birds to Fly in the Sky 

Water Below Swarming Creatures in Sea 

   
 

DAY 3 DAY 6 
Dry land = Earth Earth creatures: 

Gathered water = Sea cattle, creeping animals, wild beasts 

Vegetation: plants, trees Human 

 

     
 

 DAY 7 THE SABBATH    
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Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi Bretler, The Jewish Study Bible, Oxford; New JPS Translation
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