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What will we do during Beth Yeshurun Family Camp? 
Family Camp is a combination of the fun of camp, the warmth of Beth Yeshurun, and the joy of 
family! Our schedule offers plenty of time to be busy, and plenty of time to relax and just enjoy 
being at camp with family and friends. There are programs and activities for families to do 
together; all the fun camp favorites like the ropes course, boating on the lake, and Maccabiah; 
four different Shabbat morning experiences. No matter what, we’ve made sure there’s something 
for every age group. We will have staff at all programs to help supervise, referee, entertain, and 
keep things moving.   
 
In January, we’ll post the schedule to give you an idea of what to expect. You aren’t required to 
follow it, and you can opt in or out of any activity. If your kids just want to play on the playground, 
that’s okay! If you want some solo time, go and take it! We encourage you to bring books, games, 
sports equipment, or anything else that sounds like a good activity for YOUR family.  
 
 
What are accommodations like at Beth Yeshurun Family Camp? Which is the most 
economical? What if I want a private room?  
At Family Camp, we provide three types of accommodations for families to stay all together. 
Linens, bath towels, and pillows will be provided; however, you may bring your own from home 
if you prefer. 
 
Cabins: Each unit includes 10 bunk beds and a bathroom with 3 sinks, 2 toilets, and 2 showers. 
Families will share cabins with each other for the full camp experience. Each Cabin can host 16-
20 people. 
(Fee: No additional cost) 
 
Lodge: The Lodge accommodations offer single rooms furnished with 1 twin bed, 1 queen bed, 
a sink, and a private bathroom (toilet and shower). Each Lodge room can host a family of 2-3 
and accommodate a portable crib. 
(Limited Availability, Fee: $150) 
 
Namaste Center: The Namaste rooms include a queen-size bed and either a twin or bunk 
bed, and a private bathroom (sink, toilet and shower). Each Namaste room can host a family of 
3-4. 
(Limited Availability, Fee: $300) 
 
You are welcome to request your preferred accommodation, but your request is not a 
guarantee. We will place you and your family in housing that will best maximize the number of 
participants able to join us for the weekend. If your little one needs a pack-and-play, bring one! 
Just tell us so we can ensure there is room in your accommodation. If you require ADA-
compliant housing, let us know that too. 
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What will the food be like? What if I have special food needs? 
People always say how surprised they are how good the food is at camp! Our first meal is 
dinner on Friday night, and we’ve got you covered through breakfast on Sunday morning. There 
will be snacks, too, and s’mores around the campfire on Saturday night! All the food is 
guaranteed kosher from separate meat and dairy kitchens.  
 
Please do let us know on your registration form if you require vegetarian, vegan, gluten-free, 
dairy-free or other food accommodations. Camp is allergy-aware and never knowingly serves 
products with peanuts or tree nuts. If you require medically-strict separation, there are 
refrigerators where you can keep meals in rooms where they can be eaten. 
 
 
When does Family Camp start? By when is it over? I need to be home for the Superbowl! 
Family Camp is slated to open check-in at 4pm on Friday, January 31st, and we urge you to be 
at camp by then. Our last activity is breakfast (with some other fun projects at the same time) 
currently scheduled from 7:30-9:30am on Sunday, February 2nd. Kickoff isn’t until 5:30pm CT— 
you can stop at Buc-ees on the way home and you still won’t miss it! 
 
 
What will the religious practice and experience be like at Beth Yeshurun Family Camp? 
We observe the laws of kashrut at Family Camp and maintain respect for Shabbat. All of Friday 
night and Saturday’s activities will be Shabbat-friendly, and we do ask that families not use 
electronics in public spaces.  Attendees can, of course, observe Shabbat to their own comfort 
level in the privacy of their rooms. Most of your time will be spent doing fun camp stuff like 
ropes, sports, hiking and more! 
 
We hope that you will join us Friday evening for a rockin’ musical Shabbat service featuring Joe 
Buchanan, and Saturday morning in our traditional (Joe Buchanan and Rabbi Fort), mindfulness 
(Rabbi Sholklapper), MyShabbat (Hilary Most), or Tot Shabbat (Jomel Birnbaum) services. 
There’s something for everyone! 
 
We will also have two brief limmud (learning) opportunities, centered around our theme of L’Dor 
Vador—From Generation to Generation. The first one is for families all together. The second 
one is for adults only, a chance to delve into some relevant topics with Rabbi Fort, Rabbi 
Sholklapper, and Joe Buchanan. Kids will be in their own special programs during this time. 
 
Sunday is the World Wide Wrap, when Jews everywhere celebrate wrapping tefillin, often for 
the first time. Whether you always put on tefillin or have never done it in your life, the rabbis will 
let everyone who wants to, wrap tefillin at Sunday morning breakfast (we will have extra sets, 
though certainly bring if you have!). 
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What ages is Family Camp for? Will my parents/teen/baby get something out of it? 
Family Camp is for the whole family! The majority of our programming is for families to do 
together, and so is planned to be multigenerational. There will also be plenty of Toddler Time for 
the youngest Family Camp participants to play and engage in a supervised, age-appropriate 
space. Sarah Goldberg, who runs Beth Yeshurun teen and pre-teen youth groups, will be 
coming to provide all sorts of great programs for teens. There are also a few adult-only 
experiences, like an adult-only Happy Hour on Friday night and limmud on Saturday.  
 
 
We are a Congregation Beth Yeshurun/BYDS family, but my parents/kids/grandkids/ 
cousins/other family members are not. Can they still come with me to Family Camp? 
Absolutely—it’s called Family Camp for a reason! They just need to indicate that they are 
related to you on their registration. 
 
 
What do I need to bring? 
Check out the packing list for more detail. Generally speaking, comfy and warm is the way to go. 
 
 
What if I need medical attention during Family Camp?  
There will be a nurse available throughout the entirety of the weekend to assist with any basic 
health care needs and first aid. There are additional staff members present who are CPR 
certified.  
 
 
How do I get to camp?  
CYJ Texas isn't too hard to find. If you are using Google Maps/Waze/GPS, use the address of 
121 Camp Young Judaea Road, Wimberley, TX 78676. CYJ provides directions here.  
 
 
I want to come but the price is a little out of our reach. Are there scholarships available? 
Please email Rabbi Fort (sfort@bethyeshurun.org) to confidentially inquire about scholarships. 
Everyone belongs at Beth Yeshurun Family Camp, and we will do everything we can to help you 
get there. 
 
 
I have a question that isn’t addressed here. Who do I contact? 
You can email Rabbi Fort at sfort@bethyeshurun.org with any questions you might have.  
 
 
 

https://images.shulcloud.com/2935/uploads/Documents/Family-Retreat/PackingList.pdf
https://help.cyjtexas.org/article/87-driving-directions-from-houston
mailto:sfort@bethyeshurun.org
mailto:sfort@bethyeshurun.org

