
Stuff You Never Learned in Hebrew School: the (Not-Jesus) Jewish Messiah 

 

The Word “Messiah” 

savior   Moshiach 

anointed   Moh-SHEE-ach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mentions of “Moshiach” in Torah 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Messiah vs Messianic Age | Moshiach vs Meshichut 

Ezekial 37:25-28: Allusion to Third Temple 

Thus they shall remain in the land which I gave to 
My servant Jacob and in which your fathers 
dwelt; they and their children and their children’s 
children shall dwell there forever, with My 
servant David as their prince for all time.  
 
I will make a covenant of friendship with them—
it shall be an everlasting covenant with them—I 
will establish them and multiply them, and I will 
place My Sanctuary among them forever.  
 
My Presence shall rest over them; I will be their 
God and they shall be My people.  
 
And when My Sanctuary abides among them 
forever, the nations shall know that I, God, do 
sanctify Israel. 
 

י אֲשֶר עַל־הָאָרֶץ וְיָשְבוּ י נָתַתִּ לְיַעֲקֹב לְעַבְדִּ  
הֵמָה עָלֶיהָ  וּוְיָשְב אֲבוֹתֵיכֶם יָשְבוּ־בָהּ אֲשֶר  

ד עַד־עוֹלָם בְנֵיהֶם וּבְנֵי וּבְנֵיהֶם י וְדָוִּ יא עַבְדִּ נָשִּ  
י לְעוֹלָם לָהֶם ית לָהֶם וְכָרַתִּ ית שָלוֹם בְרִּ בְרִּ  
הְיֶה עוֹלָם ים  אוֹתָם יִּ י וּנְתַתִּ רְבֵיתִּ וְהָיָה אוֹתָם וְהִּ  

י שְכָנִּ י עֲלֵיהֶם מִּ יתִּ ים לָהֶם וְהָיִּ וְהֵמָה לֵאלֹהִּ  
י הְיוּ־לִּ ילְעָם יִּ שִיאֶת־ וְנָתַתִּ לְעוֹלָם בְתוֹכָם מִקְדָּ  

י הַגּוֹיִּם וְיָדְעוּ י כִּ שְרָאֵל מְקַדֵש יְ יְ  אֲנִּ אֶת־יִּ  
הְיוֹת קְדָשִּ  בִּ לְעוֹלָם בְתוֹכָם ימִּ  

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 43:5-9 The Gathering of the People 

Fear not, for I am with you: I will bring your folk 
from the East, will gather you out of the West. I 
will say to the North, “Give back!” And to the 
South, “Do not withhold! Bring My sons from 
afar, and My daughters from the end of the 
earth! All who are linked to My name, Whom I 
have created, formed, and made for My glory—  
Setting free that people, blind though it has eyes 
and deaf though it has ears.” All the nations will 
assemble as one, the peoples gathered. 

ירָא י אַל־תִּ י כִּ תְךָ־אָנִּ זְרָח מִּ  אִּ יא מִּ זַרְעֶךָ אָבִּ  
מַעֲרָב י לַצָפוֹן אֹמַר אֲקַבְצֶךָ  וּמִּ אַל־  וּלְתֵימָן תֵנִּ

י כְלָאִּ י תִּ יאִּ קְצֵה וּבְנוֹתַי מֵרָחוֹק בָנַי הָבִּ הָאָרֶץ  מִּ  
קְרָא כֹל י הַנִּ שְמִּ י  בִּ כְבוֹדִּ יו וְלִּ יו בְרָאתִּ אַף־  יְצַרְתִּ

יו יתִּ יאעֲשִּ וֵּר הוֹצִּ ים יֵש וְעֵינַיִּם עַם־עִּ וְחֵרְשִּ  
קְבְצוּ כָל־הַגּוֹיִּם לָמוֹ וְאָזְנַיִּם וְיֵאָסְפוּ יַחְדָו נִּ  
ים   לְאֻמִּ

 

 

 

 

 



Isaiah 2:2-4 World Peace 

In later times, God’s mountain house shall stand 
firm above the mountains and tower above the 
hills. All the nations shall gaze on it with joy. The 
many peoples shall go and say: “Come, let us go 
up to the Mountain of God, to the House of the 
God of Jacob, that the Divine may instruct us in 
the Divine way, and that we may walk in God’s 
paths.” Instruction shall come forth from Zion, 
the word of the God from Jerusalem. Thus God 
will judge among the nations and arbitrate for 
the many peoples, and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks. Nation shall not take up sword 
against nation, they shall never again know war. 

ית הוְהָיָ  ים בְאַחֲרִּ הְיֶה נָכוֹן  הַיָמִּ יִּ בֵית־יְ  הַר יִּ  
יםהֶהָ  בְראֹש שָא רִּ גְּבָעוֹת וְנִּ כָל־  אֵלָיו וְנָהֲרוּ מִּ
ם ים וְהָלְכוּ הַגּוֹיִּ ים עַמִּ אֶל־  וְנַעֲלֶה לְכוּ וְאָמְרוּ רַבִּ
דְרָכָיו וְיֹרֵנוּ יַעֲקֹב  אֱלֹהֵי אֶל־בֵית יְ הַר־יְ  וְנֵלְכָה מִּ  

י בְאֹרְחֹתָיו יוֹן כִּ צִּ יְ וּדְבַר־יְ  תוֹרָה תֵצֵא מִּ  
ִּם ירוּשָלָ יחַ  הַגּוֹיִּם בֵין וְשָפַט מִּ ים וְהוֹכִּ לְעַמִּ  

ים תְתוּ רַבִּ ים חַרְבוֹתָם וְכִּ תִּ יתוֹתֵיהֶם לְאִּ וַחֲנִּ  
שָא לְמַזְמֵרוֹת ֹ  חֶרֶב אֶל־גּוֹי גוֹי לאֹ־יִּ לְמְדוּוְל א־יִּ  

לְחָמָה  עוֹד מִּ  

 

Zechariah 14:9 One God for All People 

And God shall be the ruler of all the earth; in that 
day there shall be the sole God, with one name. 

הְיֶה הַהוּא וֹםבַי עַל־כָל־הָאָרֶץ לְמֶלֶךְ יְ יְ  וְהָיָה יְ יְ  יִּ  
אֶחָד וּשְמוֹ אֶחָד  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rambam’s Mishneh Torah, Repentance, 9:2 Eternal Study Hall and Business as Usual 

… all Israel, their prophets, and their scholars 
craved for the Messianic era so that they may 
rest up from tyrannical government which do not 
give them the tranquility to study the Torah and 
observe the precepts as they ought to, and so 
that they may find the peacefulness of mind to 
increase wisdom in order to acquire life in the 
World to Come.  
 
For, in those days knowledge and wisdom and 
truth will increase, even as it is said… as that king 
who will arise from the seed of David will be 
gifted with wisdom more than Solomon, and 
great in prophecy near to Moses our Master. He 
will, therefore, teach the whole people and point 
out to them the Divine path, and all nations will 
come to listen to him, even as it is said: "And it 
shall come to pass in the last days, that the 
mountain of the Lord's house shall be established 
in the top of the mountains" (Is. 2.2).  
 
Nevertheless, the end of the whole reward, and 
the last good which has neither interruption nor 
diminution is life in the World to Come. As for the 
Messianic era, it is in this world, and the world 
goes on as it always has, save only that Israel will 
again have a government. Indeed, the ancient 
sages have long since said: "There is no 
difference between this world and the Messianic 
era, save alone in the oppression of government. 

פְנֵי תְאַוּוּ זֶה וּמִּ שְרָאֵל כָל נִּ יאֵיהֶם יִּ וְחַכְמֵיהֶם נְבִּ  
ימוֹת יחַ  לִּ מַלְכֻיוֹת שֶיָנוּחוּ כְדֵי הַמָשִּ שֶאֵינָן מִּ  

יחוֹת צְוֹת בַתוֹרָה לַעֲסֹק לָהֶן מְנִּ כַהֹגֶן וּבַמִּ . 
מְצְאוּ רְבוּ מַרְגּוֹעַ  לָהֶם וְיִּ זְכוּ דֵיכְ  בְחָכְמָה וְיִּ שֶיִּ  

י .הַבָא  הָעוֹלָם לְחַיֵי ים שֶבְאוֹתָן לְפִּ רְבֶה הַיָמִּ תִּ  
(ט  יא ישעיה) שֶנֶאֱמַר וְהָאֱמֶת וְהַחָכְמָה הַדֵעָה  

" י ירמיה) וְנֶאֱמַר ."'ה אֶת דֵעָה הָאָרֶץ מָלְאָה כִּ  
יש יְלַמְדוּ וְלאֹ" (לג לא יו אֶת אִּ יש אָחִּ אֶת וְאִּ  

י" (כו לו יחזקאל) וְנֶאֱמַר ."רֵעֵהוּ רֹתִּ לֵב  אֶת וַהֲסִּ  
בְשַרְכֶם הָאֶבֶן פְנֵי ."מִּ שֶיַעֲמֹד הַמֶלֶךְ שֶאוֹתוֹ מִּ  

זֶרַע ד מִּ הְיֶה חָכְמָה בַעַל דָוִּ שְלֹמֹה  יֶתֶר יִּ מִּ . 
יא יכָךְ .רַבֵנוּ  לְמשֶה קָרוֹב הוּא גָּדוֹל וְנָבִּ וּלְפִּ  
כָל וְיָבוֹאוּ .'ה דֶרֶךְ אוֹתָם הוְיוֹרֶ  הָעָם כָל יְלַמֵד  

וְהָיָה" (ב ב ישעיה) שֶנֶאֱמַר לְשָמְעוֹ הַגּוֹיִּם  
ית ים בְאַחֲרִּ הְיֶה  נָכוֹן הַיָמִּ בְראֹש 'ה בֵית הַר יִּ  

ים וְהַטּוֹבָה כֻלּוֹ הַשָכָר כָל וְסוֹף ."הֶהָרִּ  
יחַיֵ  הוּא וְגֵרָעוֹן הֶפְסֵק לָהּ שֶאֵין הָאַחֲרוֹנָה  

יחַ  יְמוֹת אֲבָל .הַבָא  הָעוֹלָם הָעוֹלָם הוּא הַמָשִּ  
נְהָגוֹ וְעוֹלָם הַזֶה שֶהַמַלְכוּת אֶלָּא הוֹלֵךְ כְמִּ  

שְרָאֵל  תַחֲזֹר ים אָמְרוּ וּכְבָר .לְיִּ ים חֲכָמִּ אשוֹנִּ הָרִּ  
ימוֹת  הַזֶה הָעוֹלָם בֵין אֵין יחַ  לִּ אֶלָּא הַמָשִּ  

עְבוּד לְבַד  תמַלְכֻיוֹ  שִּ בִּ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/Isaiah.2.2


Qualities of the Individual Moshiach 

Isaiah 7:14 Not a Virgin 

Assuredly, God will give you a sign! Look, the 
almah is with child and about to give birth to a 
son. Let her name him Immanu-El [God Is With 
Us/With Us Is God]. 

תֵן לָכֵן נֵה אוֹת לָכֶם הוּא אֲדֹנָי יִּ ה הִּ עַלְמָּ הָרָה הָּ  
מָנוּ שְמוֹ וְקָרָאת בֵן וְיֹלֶדֶת אֵל  עִּ  

 

Ezekial 34:23-24 The Davidic Line  

Then I will appoint a single shepherd over them 
to tend them—My servant David. He shall tend 
them, he shall be a shepherd to them. I, God, will 
be their god, and My servant David shall be a 
prince among them—I, God, have spoken. 

י מֹתִּ אֵת אֶתְהֶן וְרָעָה אֶחָד רֹעֶה עֲלֵיהֶם וַהֲקִּ  
י יד עַבְדִּ רְעֶה הוּא דָוִּ הְיֶה אֹתָם יִּ לָהֶן וְהוּא־יִּ  

ילְרֹעֶה ים לָהֶם אֶהְיֶה יְ יְ  וַאֲנִּ י לֵאלֹהִּ ד וְעַבְדִּ דָוִּ  
יא י בְתוֹכָם נָשִּ בַרְ  יְ יְ  אֲנִּ ידִּ תִּ   

 

II Samuel 7:13-14 Malchuyot 

When your days are done and you lie with your 
ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, 
one of your own issue, and I will establish his 
kingship. He shall build a house for My name, and 
I will establish his royal throne forever. 

י מְלְאוּ כִּ י אֶת־אֲבֹתֶיךָ וְשָכַבְתָ  יָמֶיךָ יִּ ימֹתִּ וַהֲקִּ  
מֵעֶיךָ יֵצֵא אֲשֶר אַחֲרֶיךָ אֶת־זַרְעֲךָ י מִּ ינֹתִּ וַהֲכִּ  

בְנֶה־בַיִּת הוּא אֶת־מַמְלַכְתוֹ י יִּ שְמִּ אֶת־  יוְכֹנַנְתִּ  לִּ
סֵא עַד־עוֹלָם  מַמְלַכְתוֹ כִּ  

 

Rambam’s Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 11:1 

The King Messiah will arise and re-establish the 
monarchy of David as it was in former times. He 
will build the Sanctuary and gather in the 
dispersed of Israel. All the earlier statutes will be 
restored as they once were. Sacrifices will be 
offered, the Sabbatical and Jubilee years will be 
observed, as commanded in the Torah. 

יחַ  הַמֶלֶךְ יד הַמָשִּ יר לַעֲמֹד עָתִּ מַלכוּת וּלְהַחְזִּ  
ד אשוֹנָה  לַמֶמְשָלָה לְיָשְנָהּ דָוִּ וּבוֹנֶה .הָרִּ  

קְדָ  דְחֵי וּמְקַבֵץ שהַמִּ שְרָאֵל נִּ ין .יִּ כָל וְחוֹזְרִּ  
ים שְפָטִּ קֹדֶם כְשֶהָיוּ בְיָמָיו הַמִּ ין .מִּ יבִּ מַקְרִּ  

ין .קָרְבָנוֹת ין וְעוֹשִּ טִּּ צְוָתָן כְכָל וְיוֹבְלוֹת שְמִּ מִּ  
בַתוֹרָה  הָאֲמוּרָה . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rambam’s Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 11:3-5 

What Moshiach Is 

Now, if a king should arise from the House of 
David who is versed in Torah and engages in 
Commandments, as did David his forefather, in 
accordance with both the Written and the Oral 
Torahs, and he enjoins all of Israel to follow in its 
ways and encourages them to repair its breaches, 
and he fights the Wars of God, then he may be 
presumed to be the Messiah. If he succeeds in his 
efforts and defeats the enemies around and 
builds the Sanctuary in its proper place and 
gathers the dispersed of Israel, he is definitely the 
Messiah. 

ם בֵית מֶלֶךְ יַעֲמֹד וְאִּ ד מִּ וְעוֹסֵק בַתוֹרָה הוֹגֶה דָוִּ  
צְוֹת ד בְמִּ יו  כְדָוִּ י .אָבִּ כְתָב תוֹרָה כְפִּ וְשֶבְעַל שֶבִּ  

שְרָאֵל כָל וְיָכֹף .פֶה דְקָהּ  וּלְחַזֵק בָהּ לֵילֵךְ יִּ בִּ . 
לָּחֵם לְחֲמוֹת וְיִּ שֶהוּא בְחֶזְקַת זֶה הֲרֵי .'ה מִּ  
יחַ  ם) .מָשִּ יחַ  עָשָה אִּ צְלִּ קְדָש וּבָנָה וְהִּ מִּ  

מְקוֹמוֹ בֵץ בִּ דְחֵי וְקִּ שְרָאֵל נִּ יחַ  זֶה הֲרֵי יִּ מָשִּ  
יתַקֵן .בְוַדַאי ה אֶת לַעֲבֹד כֻלּוֹ הָעוֹלָם אֶת וִּ ' 
י שֶנֶאֱמַר בְיַחַד ים אֶל אֶהְפֹךְ אָז כִּ שָפָה עַמִּ  

קְראֹ בְרוּרָה אֶחָד  שְכֶם וּלְעָבְדוֹ 'ה בְשֵם כֻלָּם לִּ  

 

What Moshiach is Not 

It should not occur to you that the King Messiah 
must bring wondrous signs or perform marvels or 
invent new things or revive the dead or anything 
like what the fools say. It is not so. For Rabbi 
Akiva, one of the wisest of the Sages of the 
Mishna…all the Sages of his generation thought 
that he was the King Messiah, until he was killed 
because of his sins. (He killed Rabbi Elazar 
HaModai). Since he was killed, they then 
understood that he was not the one. The Sages 
never asked of him neither a sign nor a wonder.  
 
The essence of the matter is like this: The Laws 
and the Statutes of the Torah never change. 
Anyone who adds to or subtracts from them or 
reveals some new dimension to the Torah or 
understands the Commandments differently than 
their meaning is, for sure, an evil person and an 
Apikoris. 

יחַ  שֶהַמֶלֶךְ דַעְתְךָ עַל יַעֲלֶה וְאַל יךְ הַמָשִּ צָרִּ  
ים וֹתאוֹת לַעֲשוֹת ים וּמְחַדֵש וּמוֹפְתִּ דְבָרִּ  
ים מְחַיֶה אוֹ בָעוֹלָם ים וְכַיוֹצֵא מֵתִּ דְבָרִּ אֵלּוּ בִּ  

י שֶהֲרֵי .כָךְ  הַדָבָר אֵין [.ב] יבָא רַבִּ חָכָם עֲקִּ  
שְנָה מֵחַכְמֵי גָּדוֹל כֵלָיו נוֹשֵא הָיָה וְהוּא .הָיָה  מִּ  
יבָא בֶן שֶל עָלָיו אוֹמֵר הָיָה אוְהוּ  .הַמֶלֶךְ כוֹזִּ  

יחַ  הַמֶלֶךְ שֶהוּא מָה .הַמָשִּ חַכְמֵי וְכָל הוּא וְדִּ  
יחַ  הַמֶלֶךְ שֶהוּא דוֹרוֹ שֶנֶהֱרַג עַד .הַמָשִּ  

וְלאֹ .שֶאֵינוֹ לָהֶם נוֹדַע  שֶנֶהֱרַג כֵיוָן .בַעֲוֹנוֹת   
מֶנוּ שָאֲלוּ ים מִּ קַ  .מוֹפֵת  וְלאֹ אוֹת לאֹ חֲכָמִּ רוְעִּ  

ים חֻקֶיהָ  הַזאֹת שֶהַתוֹרָה .הֵן  כָכָה הַדְבָרִּ  
שְפָטֶיהָ  ים וּלְעוֹלְמֵי לְעוֹלָם וּמִּ וְאֵין .עוֹלָמִּ  

ין יפִּ ין וְלאֹ עֲלֵיהֶן מוֹסִּ מֵהֶן  גּוֹרְעִּ  

 

But, if he does not succeed in these matters or is 
killed, we will know that he was not the one 
Torah has promised. He is like all the exemplary 
and qualified kings of the House of David who 
have died. God set him up only to try the 
masses.  

ם יחַ  לאֹ וְאִּ צְלִּ שֶאֵינוֹ בְיָדוּעַ  ,נֶהֱרָג אוֹ ,כֹה עַד הִּ  
יחָה זֶה בְטִּ מַלְכֵי כְכָל הוּא וַהֲרֵי ,תוֹרָה עָלָיו שֶהִּ  

ד בֵית ים דָוִּ ים הַשְלֵמִּ וְלאֹ .שֶמֵתוּ הַכְשֵרִּ  
ידוֹ בוֹ לְנַסוֹת אֶלָּא הוּא בָרוּךְ הַקָדוֹש הֶעֱמִּ  

יםרַ  ן" שֶנֶאֱמַר ,בִּ ים וּמִּ ילִּ כָשְלוּ הַמַשְכִּ צְרוֹף יִּ לִּ  
י קֵץ עֵת עַד וְלַלְבֵן וּלְבָרֵר בָהֶן לַמוֹעֵד עוֹד כִּ " 



 

The Sages and the Prophets did not long for the 
days of the Messiah because they wanted to rule 
the world or because they wanted to have 
dominion over the non-Jews or because they 
wanted the nations to exalt them or because 
they wanted to eat, drink and be merry (MT, 
Kings 12:4) 

תְאַוּוּ לאֹ ים נִּ ים הַחֲכָמִּ יאִּ יחַ  יְמוֹת וְהַנְבִּ הַמָשִּ . 
שְלְטוּ כְדֵי לאֹ רְדוּ כְדֵי וְלאֹ .הָעוֹלָם כָל עַל שֶיִּ שֶיִּ  

ים אוֹתָם שֶיְנַשְאוּ כְדֵי וְלאֹ .ם ''בָעַכוּ וְלאֹ .הָעַמִּ  
שְ  לֶאֱכל כְדֵי שְמֹחַ  תוֹתוְלִּ הְיוּ כְדֵי אֶלָּא .וְלִּ שֶיִּ  

ין הְיֶה וְלאֹ .וְחָכְמָתָהּ  בַתוֹרָה פְנוּיִּ נוֹגֵש לָהֶם יִּ  
זְכוּ כְדֵי .וּמְבַטֵּל  כְמוֹ .הַבָא  הָעוֹלָם לְחַיֵי שֶיִּ  

לְכוֹת שֶבֵאַרְנוּ תְשוּבָה  בְהִּ  
 

Coming vs Arrival 

…though he tarries, wait for him, 
because he will surely come, he 
will not delay (Habbakuk 2:3) 

ם תְמַהְמָהּ-אִּ י--לוֹ-חַכֵה ,יִּ יְאַחֵר  לאֹ ,יָבאֹ באֹ-כִּ  

 
I believe with perfect faith in the 
coming of the Messiah; and even 
though he may tarry, 
nonetheless, I wait every day for 
his coming (Rambam’s 13 
Principles of Faith) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jewish and Their Messiah-Complexes 

Shabbatai Tzvi  

August 1, 1626 – September 17, 1676 

Smyrna (now Izmir, Turkey) 

1648 – proclaimed self messianic  

1651/54 – herem, expelled 

1658 – move to Constantinople, meets Abraham Yachini 

      Salonica – Cairo – Jerusalem  

1665 – Nathan of Gaza & public declaration as Messiah 

1666 – conversion to Islam 

1673 – exile to modern-day Montenegro 

1676 – dies 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob Frank  

1726-1791 

Korołówka, Poland (now Ukraine) 

1755 – started preaching revelations 

1757 -  bishops pits Talmudists vs Anti-Talmudists 

1759 – declares self successor to Shabbatai Tzvi and 

coverts to Catholicism 

1760 – convicted of heresy and “imprisoned” for 13 years 

1791 – dies  

 

"I, Abraham, was confined in a 

cave for forty years, and I 

wondered greatly that the time of 

miracles did not arrive. Then was 

heard a voice proclaiming, 'A son 

will be born in the Hebrew year 

5386 [the year 1626 CE] to 

Mordecai Tzvi; and he will be 

called Shabbatai. He will humble 

the great dragon; ... he, the true 

Messiah, will sit upon My throne." 


