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Mission Statement 
 

The role of Gates of Prayer Religious School is to provide students with the fundamental skills, 

information, values, and love of our tradition, that will enable them to live as Jews in the 21
st

  

century. We want our students to be confident in their Jewishness, proud of their Jewish heritage, 

involved in our Reform tradition, and skilled at participating in all aspects of Jewish life. This  

includes observation of the Jewish holidays and customs, performance of life cycle events, and 

decision making based on Judaic teachings.  

 

Through the teachings of Torah, Avodah (worship) and Gemilut Chasadim (Acts of Loving   

Kindness) we commit to the fulfillment of the following goals: 
 

• To instill a love and respect for the Torah as the foundation of Jewish life. 

 

• To install a love for Judaism - encompassing holidays, life cycle, Torah, Israel, Mitzvot,   

Tzedakah, as well as the cultural history of Jewish practices and beliefs. 

 

• To provide the student with the knowledge and understanding of the uniqueness of Judaism 

and how it differs from other religions. 

 

• To develop within the student strong Jewish identity within the context of the New Orleans 

Jewish community and reaching out towards an understanding of national and global Judaism. 

 

• To transmit an understanding of the bases of Jewish morality and ethics. 

 

• To develop within the student a personal meaning to being Jewish (how Judaism connects to 

them).  

 

• To impart a  need for the continuation of Hebrew as the language of Judaism. 

 

• To make the Temple a place in which our children feel happy and at home.  
 

 

Topics emphasized throughout the Religious School program include, bible stories, holiday      

celebration, Hebrew, modern as well as ancient Israel, Mitzvot, Tanach, life cycle events,       

Rabbinic thought, holocaust, relationships towards God, Tikkun Olam and current events.        

The school curriculum has been developed so that most of these topics are studied at every       

level, from simple to complex. By teaching the materials in this spiral manner, we build on           

a topic each year, embellishing and studying it in more depth and detail as we move forward. 
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PREK - CURRICULUM 

 

The beginning of our students’ formal Jewish Education begins in our   

Pre/K class. The major focus of our PreK class is the study of significant biblical stories 

and personalities such as Creation, Adam and Eve, Noah, Tower of  Babel, Abraham, 

Sarah, Etc.  Included in the curriculum is the study of  Jewish beliefs about God, the 

Jewish holidays, Mitzvot, values and customs, history, as well as the blessings connected 

to them. Music, art, storytelling and Hebrew will play a vital role in the PreK curricu-

lum. Highlights include Breakfast With the Rabbi and the Living Judaism Program.  

 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

 

Students in the PreK class will  be able to: 

 

1)   Identify bible stories and name their main characters.  

2)   Identify and practice Mitzvot. 

3)   Describe the story of creation concentrating on Shabbat, our day of rest. 

4)   Participate in the consecration ceremony. 

5)   Create ritual objects to be used for holiday observance. 

6)  Identify holidays of the Jewish Calendar and describe the rituals and customs  

      associated with them. 

7)   Recite specific Sabbath and holiday blessings. 

8)   Feel  comfortable within Gates of Prayer Synagogue-community. 

9)   Develop a strong Jewish identity. 

10) Recite the Shema. 

11) Explore our basic concepts about God.  

 

TEXTS: 

 

The Gan Curriculum - A Child’s Garden of Torah, sticker lessons - Torah Aura 

A Child’s Garden of Torah, - Sticker Lessons - Torah Aura 

Jewish & Me - Holidays - Behrman House 

Jewish & Me - Mitzvot - Behrman House 

Living Judaism “In the Beginning” - CGoP Press 
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KINDERGARTEN/FIRST CURRICULUM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our combined Kindergarten/First Grade classes will begin the CHAI Curriculum: Learning for 

Jewish Life. The Chai Curriculum contains 27 complete classroom lessons in Torah, Avodah 

(Service/Worship) and G'milut chasadim (Acts of Loving Kindness). This approach ensures that 

student learning will go beyond the specific classroom activities and will reach a deeper         

enduring understanding, which will establish the basis for later Jewish learning and living.  

 

In addition, students will be discover concepts related to God, holy days and Jewish life through 

texts and resources such as Let’s Discover God, Shanah Tovah Holidays and CGoP’s very own 

creation, The Living Judaism Program.  

CHAI THEMES & LESSONS– Kindergarten/First Grade  

      

 Avodah G'milut Chasadim 

Thematic thread: Students relate personally to each strand through the 
theme of "discovering myself in the Jewish story." 

 
Theme: The Stories Jewish Holi-
days and Celebrations Tell About 
Me 

Theme: A G'milut Chasadim Hero 

 Lesson Titles: 
 
1. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kip-
pur:  
 

2. Sukkot* 

 

3. Simchat Torah 

 

4. What is a Blessing? 

 

5. Havdalah 

 

6. Chanukah 

 

7. Purim 

 

8. Pesach 

 

9. Shehecheyanu 

Lesson Titles: 

 
1.Being a Jewish Hero: An Introduc-

+on to G’milut Chasadim and Tzed-

akah 

 

2. Being Kind with Derech Eretz*  

 

3. Do Not Do to Others…  

 

4. Repentance: Is Saying Sorry 

Enough?  

 

5. Welcoming Guests: Hachnasat  

Orchim  

 

6. Helping Our Synagogue Communi-

ty  

Chai Curriculum—URJ Department of Lifelong Jewish Learning 

Let’s Discover God - Behrman House 

Shanah Tovah Holidays—Torah Aurah 

Living Judaism Aleph/Bet- CGoP Press 

My Weekly Sidrah—Torah Aura 
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SECOND AND THIRD GRADE CURRICULUM 
 

The Second/Third Grade class will also use the Chai curriculum from URJ Press. Students will re-

fine their own understanding and definition of K'dushah (Holiness) and apply that understanding to 

how ritual objects, symbols, prayer and our behaviors can make moments and places special, holy 

and closer to God. Second/Third Grade students will each receive a Chai student journal designed 

to enhance and reinforce the materials taught in CHAI Level Three Core Curriculum. This full-

color workbook contains numerous activities and exercises to make the entire experience more ex-

citing and interactive. In addition to the Chai curriculum, our Second/Third grade class will study 

concepts of God and our relationships with God. Students will   discover the answers to such ques-

tions such as, “What does it mean to be holy?”,“What is our covenant with God?” and “What role 

do we play in perfecting our world?” 

CHAI THEMES & LESSONS– Second / Third Grade  

Torah Avodah G'milut Chasadim 

Theme: Kedusha - Holliness  

   

    

  

Chai Curriculum—URJ Department of Lifelong Jewish Learning 

     Student Journal—URJ Department of Lifelong Jewish Learning 

    I Have Some Questions About God - Torah Aura 

     My Jewish Year - Behrman House 

     Living Judaism Gimmel - CGoP Press 
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FOURTH /FIFTH GRADE CURRICULUM 
 

Our Fourth / Fifth Grade students’ first area of concentration is the study of cycles in Jewish 

life and holidays. Many things that shape our everyday lives follow a repeated order - a cycle. 

The Jewish religion has many celebrations and religious practices that follow a cycle.        

Students will understand the Jewish way of life and celebrate important moments from birth  

through death and mourning.  

 

Students in the 4th/5th Grade class will continue to study concepts of God. Seeing ourselves 

as “Partners With God, students will identify different ways they can become partners with 

God in the ongoing creation of our world. 

 

Finally, sections from the Chai curriculum will be adopted by the 4th/5th Grade class.  

Students will investigate how prayer can help them grow through personal reflection, and  

increase their connection to the Jewish people, and strengthen their relationship with God. 

Through the concept of K'lal Yisrael, students will study the value of actively supporting and 

sustaining the Jewish community through acts of loving kindness. 

 

 

 

Concepts From Chai Curriculum 
     K’hilah: The Jewish Community 

1. Al Tifrosh Min Hatzibur: Do Not Separate Yourself from the Jewish Community 

2. K'vod HaMet: Showing Honor to the Dead 

3. Conversion: Becoming Part of the Jewish Community 

4. Keruv: Welcoming Jews-by-Choice into the Jewish Community  
5. Justice in the Community. 
6. Tzedakah Session 1: How to Choose Where to Give  
7. Tzedakah Session 2: Avoiding Embarrassment  
      

Chai Curriculum - URJ Department of Lifelong Jewish Learning 

Student Journal - URJ Department of Lifelong Jewish Learning 

The Book of Jewish Holidays - Behrman House, 

Journey of a Lifetime - Jewish Life Cycle Book 

Living as Partners with God - Behrman House 
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 SIXTH / SEVENTH GRADE CURRICULUM 
 

Our 6th-7th  Grade class begins the process of preparing our students from B’nai Mitzvah 

to Confirmation. The 6th/7th Grade curriculum begins with the Chai curriculum. Through 

their study of Torah, students will develop an understanding of who they are within the 

dynamics of family and interpersonal relationships.  

 

In the Avodah strand, students utilize texts from our liturgy and other sources to explore 

questions of Jewish identity and to consider the boundaries that define us as Jews.  

 

The G'milut Chasadim strand teaches the students about middot, the personal Jewish val-

ues that guide our behavior as we strive to make the world a better, and holier, place.  
  

CHAI THEMES & LESSONS– Level  7 

Torah Avodah G'milut Chasadim 

Thematic thread: This year focuses on personal reflection and improvement, "Who I am and who I'd like to be," helping each 
student reach his/her potential. Torah study turns to B'reishit and commentaries, focusing on a few stories of individuals who 
grow and learn, Avodah concentrates on the relevance of ritual and living a prayerful life, and G'milut Chasadim starts with 
the individual, tikkun middot and repairing ourselves. 

Theme: B'reishit and Commentaries; 
Habit of Torah Study 

Theme: Living a Prayerful Life; the Pow-
er of Tradition and Ritual 

Theme: Starting with Myself; Tikkun 
Middot 

Lesson Titles: 
1. Lech L’cha, Go forth: Interpreting 

Biblical Texts 
2. Cain and Abel: Family Relationships 

3. Akeidat Yitzchak, The Binding of 

Isaac: Honoring Parents 
4. Isaac and Rebecca: It Takes Two to 

Tango (Lesson Alef) 
5. Rebecca: Tough Choices (Lesson 

Bet) 
6. Sodom and Gemorrah: What is a 

Friend to do? 
7. Jacob and the Angel: Struggling to 

Change (Lesson Alef) 
8. Jacob and the Angel: Struggling to 

Change (Lesson Bet) 
9. Wrap Up: Our Lessons from Gene-

sis/B’reishit 

Lesson Titles: 
1. Introduction to Life Cycles 

2. Major Transitions: Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

and Marriage 
3. Birth and Death  

4. High Holy Days 

5. Pesach 

6. Chanukah and Purim 

7. My Jewish Identity – What Must I 

Do? 
8. My Jewish Identity – What Do I Be-

lieve? 
9. Hineini: Here I Am 

Lesson Titles: 
 

Hineini:  Mi Ani?  
Here I Am: Who Am I?  

2. That’s What Friends are For: Dibuk 

Chaverim 
3. To Tell the Truth: Emet 

4. Don't Just Stand There: Stop the 

Bullying! Lo Ta'amod Al Dam Rei-echa  
5. Keep Your Cool: Be Slow to Anger 

Erech Apayim 

 
6. What’s With The Attitude? Having a 
Pleasant Demeanor 

Seiver Panim Yafot 

 

7. Courage! Ometz Lev 

8. You Have the Power: Fight Poverty 

With Generosity, Nedivut 
My Role in Tikkun Olam and Social Jus-
tice  

Chai Curriculum—URJ Dept. of Lifelong Jewish Learning 

Student Journal—URJ Dept of Lifelong Jewish Learning 

Doing Mitzvot—KTAV 
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EIGHTH / NINTH GRADE CURRICULUM  
 

In an effort to make our program as successful and engaging as possible, and in keeping with 

trends throughout the reform movement, we have been re-imagining our program.  

 

In addition to this monthly guided educational experience with Rabbi Pinsky, students will partici-

pate  in one additional informal educational experience per month at Gates of Prayer. This experi-

ence may include acting as a Teacher Assistant, creating and delivering a Shabbat morning D’var 

Torah,      reading/chanting a weekly Torah portion to the congregation, attending a class trip to 

Civil Rights        Museum/Holocaust Museum, creating and/or participating in a Mitzvah project, 

etc. Students will have the opportunity to choose which additional educational experience and on 

which Sunday they wish to participate. 

 

In addition, Eight/Ninth Grade students will study aspects of the Shoah, from the beginning of the  

Nazi Party, to its final defeat at the end of W.W.II., culminating with the creation and leading of 

Gates of Prayer’s Yom HaShoah commemoration.  
 

 

 

           

 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 
 

Students will be able to: 
 

1) Make ethical decisions based on Judaic teachings.. 

2) Explain what Jews believe and why. 

3) Explore teen issues through a Jewish perspective. 

5) Identify their own beliefs about current issues.  

6) Identify Current issues that relate to the Jewish people 

7) Create and lead the Yom Hashoah service. 

 

 

TEXTS: 
 

Teaching Hot Topics—Behrman House 

Hit Topics: A Student Companion—Behrman House 

Echoes and Reflections - Multi-Media Curriculum  - Anti Defamation League 

Night—Ellie Wiesel 
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ART CURRICULUM 
 

 Art is a wonderful way for our students to express their Jewish identity. Each class from Pre-K 

through Fifth Grade will visit art on a regular basis, while our upper grade students will create more 

complex works of art on a limited basis. Our art program is designed to go hand in hand with the 

curriculum of the class attending. Our art teacher will meet with teachers to design  projects that will 

enhance the subject matter being taught in the classroom. Believing that every moment with our stu-

dents is a teachable moment, our art class is more than just arts and crafts. Our students are expected 

to explain the significance of their project and how it relates to the subject being taught. Forget 

about construction paper and scissors, our art room is fully stocked and has a fully functional kiln, 

where ceramic ritual items can be made and used by our students.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

MUSIC CURRICULUM 
 

Music is an integral part of Jewish life. The music program concentrates on Shabbat liturgical       

responses, holiday songs as well as children's music. Like our art program, our music curriculum is 

designed to complement the teaching that is going on in the classroom.  
  

 

HEBREW CURRICULUM 
 

Our Hebrew classes are designed for Pre -Kindergarten through 5th Grade. Our younger students  

begin to learn Hebrew letters and sounds. Basic vocabulary is introduced later, followed by           

important blessings dealing with various holidays such as Shabbat and Pesach. As with art,           

our Hebrew program is designed to complement the curriculum of the classes being taught.  

 

STORY TELLING 
 

A very popular component of our Religious School curriculum is Story Telling. Our Story teller, 

Betty Lazarus, spends time with our younger readers, making sure that they have the opportunity to 

enjoy the great Jewish stories of our tradition.  These stories will count towards our “Chai” Reading 

Program. 
 

TORAH TECH 

 

Our Torah Tech Teacher, or Tri-T, will visit various classes on Sundays teaching Torah using    

modern technology. The Tri-T, will use a variety of digital modalities such as videos, online games, 

digital biblical art, IPAD Apps and more to teach Torah to our students in an innovative and fun 

way. 
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“CHAI” READING PROGRAM 
 

Gates of Prayer Religious School’s reading program, CHAI, has been a great success. 

Students are encouraged to read books of a Jewish nature throughout the year. Those    

students reaching the required amount of books/points will be recognized with awards    

at the end of the Religious School year. Our Librarian/Storyteller has redesigned the 

Reading Program to add excitement and a broader range of books being read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVING JUDAISM 
 

Living Judaism is designed as a set of easy-to-do, year long family activities which will 

involve you and your child as partners in Jewish education. The Living Judaism program 

involves the entire family in the learning process by giving you Jewish experiences to do 

together at home. The premise of each program is simple, requiring parent and child to 

interact as partners in accomplishing specific tasks. Each activity pack stands on its own 

and does not depend on the completion of any other task, allowing families to choose 

their own level of participation and involvement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAKE LIBRARY AND MEDIA CENTER 

 

Gates of Prayer is very lucky to have such a wonderful library within its walls. The Lake 

Library and Media Center is filled with books on Judaism, computers with internet       

access, DVD and VCR presentation areas and much more. The Lake Library and Media 

Center is a very important part of the Religious School.  
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Q&A Morning Game / Shuk 
Each morning during arrival students will have the chance to answer questions based on 
the animated videos shown in the Education lobby. These videos created by Phil, have  
animated characters asking questions based on Torah, holy days, Hebrew and more.    

Students fill out answer cards which are drawn during morning assembly. Students, after 
having their card drawn on a Sunday morning, get the option of choosing a prize or the 

new Phil Shekel. The updated Phil Shekel can be used to “purchase” prizes from the Q&A 
Religious School Shuk (Marketplace), found in the Education lobby. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sundays 10:45 am – 11:00 am  
 
During Sunday morning Religious School, Kehilla Kafe will be open to our upper grade  
students during mid class break. Students will be able to choose from a wide variety of 
items to snack on such as bagels, pastries, yogurt, juice and other items. In addition,     
students will be able to surf the web, play video games and enjoy time together in a        
social setting. We know our students enjoy Kafe  
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Please remember, we need your support in maintaining our Religious School  

standards.  We urge your compliance with the following guidelines: 

 

1. PROPER ATTIRE:  Students are expected to dress in nice casual a?re.  No blue jeans or 

athle&c type shorts will be allowed.   

 

 

2. ELECTRONIC DEVICES: Please make every effort to limit electronic devices your children 

bring to Religious School. While we understand that most of our children have  

mobile phones and music players. Their use during Religious Schools hours is prohibited.  

  

 

3. RELIGIOUS SCHOOL HOURS:  Religious School for grades Pre-Kindergarten through 8th 

Grade begins promptly at 9:30 A.M. and ends at 12:00 P.M.  

 

 

4. WEEKLY TZEDAKAH:  Giving is an important mitzvah of Jewish life.  Please  

encourage your child(ren) to give their own money from their allowance as they should  

begin to develop a personal sense of responsibility for giving to worthy causes.  Each  

class will allocate their Tzedakah to a worthy cause. In addi+on to monetary Tzedakah, we 

encourage our students to bring in non perishable food weekly. This food is available for 

the needy who visit Gates of Prayer and the surplus will be donated to Second Harvesters 

throughout the year.  

 

 

5. ENROLLMENT:  Enrollment in Religious School is mandatory for a child to be a  

candidate for Bar/Bat Mitzvah and Confirma+on.  Bar/Bat Mitzvah dates will not be  

established or honored for any child not in good standing in Religious School. 

 

 

6. ATTENDANCE:  To promote learning and maximum progress, regular aHendance is  

required.  Excessive absence may necessitate make-up assignments.  AJer four (4) absenc-

es in any one semester, special work may be assigned.  This is in addi+on to any weekly 

make-up work and must be completed prior to promo+on to the next grade.  Any student  

extremely tardy or leaving Religious School early will be charged with a half-day (1/2)  

absence. 
 

 

 

CONGREGATION GATES OF PRAYER 

2018-2019 / 5779 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL GUIDELINES 
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7. WORSHIP AND ASSEMBLIES:  All grades will par+cipate in regular worship experiences, dinners, 

and thema+c programs throughout the year.  You will be no+fied when your child(ren) are        

par+cipa+ng in such programs, and your aHendance is encouraged and much appreciated. 
 

 

8. CANCELLATION PROCEDURES:  In the event of bad weather, listen to radio  

sta+on WWL 870 AM  for no+ce of cancella+on as well as our website at www.gatesofprayer.org. 
 

 

9. LAKE LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER/:  The Lake Library and Media Center is open during Religious 

School hours. Our excellent collec+on of books, computer soJware and videos are available to all 

members of the congrega+on.  We encourage you to use the Lake Library and Media Center 

 
 

10. LOST AND FOUND: Items marked with children's names will be returned to them as they are 

found.  Items without names will be stored in the school office.  Before winter vaca+on, spring  

vaca+on, and at the end of the school year, unclaimed ar+cles will be donated to charity. 

 

 

11. MESSAGES: Please confirm your child's aJer school plans and car-pool arrangement before 

your child comes to school.  Unless there is an emergency, messages to students cannot be       

delivered directly to classrooms. 
 

 

12. CONSECRATION: This service is held in conjunc+on with Simchat Torah.  As we celebrate      

finishing and once again star+ng the reading of the Torah, we also celebrate the first step in the 

Jewish educa+on of our Kindergarten class.  Please join us on this very special evening.  Consecra-

+on will be on Sunday September 30, 2018 at 6:30 P.M. Please arrive with your children by 6:00 

P.M. for the Consecra+on class picture. Each family will receive a complimentary Consecra+on 

photograph to remember this special day. 

 
 

13. SNACK - Our lower grade classes (Pre/K—5th Grade) may send home a snack schedule for the 

year. This will be at the discre+on of the teacher. While snacks do not have to be kosher, we do 

not allow items such as King Cakes or any foods that contain pork or shellfish in Religious School. 

Those grades aHending Kehillah Kafe (6th-9th) will be served snack during Kafe and will not need 

a snack schedule. 
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Religious School Entrance 

Richland Avenue 

 W. Esplanade

Entrance Exit 

 

 

 

14. DISMISSAL AND SAFETY PRECAUTIONS: Dismissal will begin at 11:55 A.M. for Pre/K-3rd 

Grade and 12:00 P.M. for  4th - 9th Grade. At dismissal, the classes will be accompanied to the 

exit by their teachers.  In addition, teachers will be on duty in the parking lot. Students should 

remain in the designated area until: 

 

 1. Your car has reached the front of the traffic line at which time they will be escorted to              

               your car. 

 2. You arrive on foot and escort them to wherever you are parked. We ask that you re  

              main in your car in the traffic line. 

 

For  the safety  of  your children, and in order to eliminate confusion at dismissal, we ask 

your  cooperation in the following: 

 

 

1.Parents entering the building to participate in activities should park away from  the en-

trance. Please do not park in the pick up line at any time. 

 

2. If your child is to walk home a signed note must be turned in to the Religious School 

office at the beginning of the year, stating your consent. 

 
 

Under no circumstances should you instruct your child to walk through the 

traffic line to come to your parked car. 

 
 

Gates of Prayer Religious School Pick Up Line Route 
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Youth Groups 
 

JEWCCY Jewce, Junior Youth Group & JEWCCY: The youngest 

of our youth programs is called JEWCCY Jewce. This program for our 1st –5th  

Grade students will meet throughout the year for fun activities led by Charlie Cox, 

Director of Youth Engagement. 

 

JYG, the youth group for our 6th through 8th Grade students has a lot of fun and exciting plans 

for the 2018-2018/5779 school year.  Activities will  start early this year so there will be plenty of  

opportunities for your children to begin socializing with their classmates. Parents and students 

will be notified two weeks in  advance of each program for times and fees associated with each 

activity.  

  

The ninth year of our exciting teen program, JEWCCY (9th-12th Grade) will continue for       

Reform High School age teens of New Orleans. JEWCCY (Jewish Crescent City Youth) is a 

combined program linking the teens from Gates of Prayer, Temple Sinai and Touro Synagogue. 

Funded by the local Reform synagogues, this combined youth group will offer a unique program, 

different from anything ever created before in our community.  

 

Charlie Cox is entering his third year as the full time Director of Youth Engagement for        

JEWCCY Jewce, Junior Youth Group and Jewccy.  Charlie will continue providing creative    

ideas to make the Jewish teen youth experience something special in New Orleans.  

 

The groups will be part of NFTY Southern. However, they are designed to be inclusive of those 

interested in NFTY, but will be coordinated with other teen groups like BBYO, to allow our 

youth to be part of both. Please feel free to contact Charlie at 912-5515 or Phil Gaethe at          

885-2600 with any questions. For more information, check out  JEWCCY on Facebook. 

Charlie Cox 
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