
Greetings! 

With so much going on in synagogue life it is difficult to decide where to

begin. I would like to first congratulate Rabbi Gerber, Rabbi Lexi, Jordan

Lawrence and our whole congregational team on an extremely successful

high holy day season. It brought us such pride and gratitude to actually be

able to have a combination of in-person worship options as well as a full

menu of live streamed services.

Special thanks as always goes out to temple educator Phil Gaethe whose

assistance made the whole process possible. Without skipping a beat, our

clergy rolled into Sukkot celebration with a jam-packed schedule of events

under (arguably) the world’s largest sukkah. 

The enthusiasm, creativity, and consistency of our programming has had a

tremendous impact on our ability to maintain our spiritual center during

turbulent times. 

I would also like to announce that during our September meeting, the CGoP

Board of Trustees voted unanimously to extend Rabbi Gerber’s employment

contract for an additional five years beginning in July 2021. By formalizing

our commitment to one another, the rabbi and congregation strengthen and

reinforce our Brit Kodesh, our sacred partnership. 

Rabbi Gerber, his wife Lauren, and daughters Tessa and Paige have become

important parts of our congregational family, and it is with great joy and

appreciation that we congratulate the Gerbers!
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Connect with

Gates of Prayer:

Worship Schedule

Erev Shabbat Worship

Friday Nights           6:15pm

In-Person

or

Online (Click here)

Shabbat Morning

Torah Study             9:15am

In-Person

or 

Zoom (Click here)

Shabbat Worship   10:30am

In-Person

or

Online

RSVPs are not needed for in-

person worship. Masks and

social distancing are required. 

Friday night worship will

continue to be held at 6:15pm

while we are under COVID

restrictions. 

Thank you all for helping to

keep our worship safe and

accessible. 
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When Paige was born, someone gave us a onesie for her that said, "Save the date: Bat Mitzvah 2025." It

seemed like so far in the future...we'd have flying cars and floating cities by then! 

Fast forward five years and Lauren and I were looking for a new 

congregation and city to call home. We knew we wanted to live 

in a city that had heart, character, and culture. When 

Congregation Gates of Prayer was looking for a rabbi, we knew 

the location was ideal. 

After a couple of brief interactions with the CGoP community, 

Lauren and I were sold. We were overwhelmed with the warmth 

and welcoming nature of the congregation. We knew instantly 

that this was what we were looking for. 

Lauren, Paige, Tessa, and I (as well as an ever growing 

collection of pets) have been here for two and a half years now 

and our love for this community and city has grown every day. 

We've learned a lot about ourselves in these past couple years. We 

are definitely a family of Who Dats. We know we prefer the 

sidewalk side. The sounds of traditional jazz, whether on 

Frenchman Street, Jazzfest, or the Gates of Prayer parking lot, are 

the soundtrack of our lives. We eat, drink, and sleep New Orleans

and we could not be more proud. 

Additionally, y'all have let me into your lives as we have

celebrated simchas, mourned losses, and grown together over the

past two and a half years. I am so grateful for the gift you have 

given my family and me; a sacred place to call home. 

We are thrilled to be planting our roots a little deeper in this 

community. I am humbled and honored that y'all put your trust and faith in me to continue to serve as

your rabbi and I will work tirelessly to continue to earn your confidence and trust. 

It is such a blessing that the five year extension to which we have agreed ensures that Paige will celebrate

her bat mitzvah here at Congregation Gates of Prayer. We hope Tessa will have the same honor a couple

years after that. 

Thank you, on behalf of the Gerber family, for giving us the opportunity to continue to serve this

wonderful community. 

With Love,

Rabbi Gerber

A Message from Rabbi Gerber



Your Brotherhood is

working hard to contribute

to our synagogue in these

challenging times.  Once

again, we supplied ushers

for the High Holiday

services.  

A big thank you to 

members that helped setup the Sanctuary by

marking chairs – Bob Boggio, Eric Botnick, and Jeff

Green Thank you to Jay Joseph for coordinating

chair setup and ushering.  Thank you to our ushers-

Jack Gross, Mike Fein, Bob Boggio, Seth Silverstein,

and Eric Botnick.  

Also, thank you to Dan Caplan, Eric Botnic, Jeijei 

Feinberg and Joanne Fried for helping with

temperature checks.  

On Monday, October 5th, the Brotherhood

hosted a football night in the sukkah.  The

construction team composed of Jay Joseph, Adam

Jacob, Mike Fein, Seth Silverstein, and Jack Gross

helped Phil Gaethe build a unique sukkah.  Our

parking lot / drive through construction was a fun

new way to create the sukkah. 

Thank you to Robert Liniado for getting the food 

for the Monday Night Football event.  Attendees

were able to social distance, enjoy some adult

beverages and snacks, and watch a football game.  

Brotherhood is looking for help with publicity.

We need someone to help us make flyers for our

events and spread the word of our functions.  You

do not need to be a member of the Brotherhood and

you will be provided with the content.  Creativity

skills greatly welcomed.  If you are interested, please

contact Chip Mann at brmannc@gmail.com 

It is now time to pay your brotherhood dues if 

you have not already done so.  With the limits on

gatherings these days, your membership is our

primary source of income.  Please consider joining

for $45.  It will help us continue to provide

programming and support to the entire

congregation.  You can pay online at the

congregation website or mail a check to the temple. 

Chip Mann

Brotherhood President

We started 2020, planning a lot

of activities with great

enthusiasm, but COVID-19

surprised us.  But here we are,

learning to reinvent ourselves 

and managing to cope with this

Pandemic.

We joined the virtual world of “Zoom,” staying 

connected through many social activities. Our Book

Club, continues to meet monthly to discuss interesting

books. Our Social Action campaign is “Diaper Drive”

providing diapers for babies, children and adults. For 

 donations or questions, please contact Margery

Thomas at margeryt@gmail.com.

We celebrated Rosh Chodesh, led by Susan Levin, 

with the great participation and support of Rabbi

Erdheim. Most recently, we celebrated our first “in

person” event since the quarantine: “Sisters in the

Sukkah.”

Our Gift Shop is open for your Hanukkah gift

needs! We reprinted our famous “Cookbook”, which is

available for purchase.  Please contact the temple office

or Janet Krane at jgkrane@gmail.com for details.

CGOP Sisterhood remains committed to Youth

Development, we presented two camperships that will

help two deserving students attend Henry S. Jacobs

Camp next year.

We are also part of WRJ Southwest District. This

year, two of our own sisterhood members, Jennifer Daley

and Diana Mann, will be honored at the Virtual District

Convention. that will take place from Nov. 5 to

Nov 7. Registration is free and OPEN to everyone. 

Please join our private Facebook group “Congregation 

Gates of Prayer´s Women of Reform Judaism” or look for

us on Instagram @cgop_sisterhood for updates on our

many activities. 

All this wouldn’t have been possible without the 

efforts and dedication of an amazing Sisterhood Board

and group of volunteers that dedicate their time  to our

organization, and the generous and awesome donors.

Thank you all!

Until we see you again. 

Lehitraot,

Claudia Shabetai

Sisterhood President



Mazel Tov to Oz & Shayla Owens and big
brother, Jackson on the birth of their
daughter/sister, Parker Maryn Owens.
Grandparents are Stew & Carol Sadowsky.  

Mazel Tov to Leslie & Nathan Fischman and
Fagey Fischman on the birth of their
grandson/great grandson, Levi Ronen
Mizrahi. Parents are Annie & Jon Mizrahi.  

Mazel Tov to Barri Bronston, Eddie
Bronston and Shirley Goldman on the
engagement of their daughter and
granddaughter Sally Bronston to Michael
Katz.

Mazel Tov to Sherri & Matt Tarr on the
marriage of their son, Josh Tarr to Katelyn
Hebel. 

IN MEMORIUM: 

Peggy Levy Cohn 
Joan Horowitz Sherman
Sunny Robert Solomon
Edwin Howard Tanenbaum
Dr. Paul Hyman
Andrea “Andi” Madderra 
David A. Felix
Fran Mendler Lake

MEMORIAL PLAQUES 

Duple Louise Grant Bassham
June 1, 2020              9 Sivan 5780

Sonia Packman Washofsky   
March 25, 2020         29 Adar 5780

ָמִֽים ָ ַ֥חת ַהׁשּ ַלּכֹ֖ל ְזָמ֑ן ְוֵע֥ת ְלָכל־ֵחֶ֖פץ ּתַ
A season is set for everything, a time for every

experience under heaven

Our Condolences to:

Ken Daley on the death of his
mother, Judy Daley.
David Wurtzel on the death of his
father, Leo Wurtzel

Contact Leslie to add any

life cycle events to our list. 

office@gatesofprayer.org

SIMCHAS:



In the V’ahavta prayer we chant this phrase from Deuteronomy 6, 

“And these words which I command you today shall be upon your

heart.” The rabbis wonder why the text includes the unnecessary word,

 “today.” The Midrash explains that this word teaches us that each day

 we should learn Torah as if we had just received it for the first time. 

Similarly, Joseph Karo in the Shulchan Aruch, a Jewish medieval law 

code, argues “that each day the Torah should be new in your eyes” 

and that we should not “read the Torah like someone who has heard it 

many times before, but as something beloved.” In other words, we 

should constantly be innovating and reimagining how we teach and 

learn Torah. Judaism should adapt to the context in which Jews live. It 

is this tenet of innovation that has enabled Judaism to survive against 

seemingly insurmountable challenges. 

Over the past few months, the Coronavirus pandemic has

altered our everyday lives. We have had to embrace that ethos of innovation to maintain the sacredness

and connectedness of this kehillah, of this community. 

I have been incredibly proud of the flexibility and resilience of this 

congregation. Despite the obstacles that stood in our way, we have been and will continue to find safe,

responsible ways to study, worship, celebrate, mourn, and make the world a better place. 

The world that we live in might look different than what we ever could have imagined, but Judaism 

has survived thousands of years by embracing innovation and creativity. I look forward to being a part

of the many ways that this community creates holiness and connection, even when we must remain

distant. If you are interested in getting involved with Tzedek or just want to learn more, please feel free

to join us for our next meeting on Wednesday, November 11th at 7pm via Zoom.

Warmly,

Rabbi Lexi

From Rabbi Lexi Erdheim



Finally, I am pleased to report that the new

Infant Care Center (ICC) is on target to

open on schedule in January, 2021. Under

the guidance of new Director of CECE

Jessica Sintes, the committee of Rella

Zapletal, Niki Newhouse, and Betsy Becker

are in the process of finalizing furniture and

design finishes that will create a warm, safe

environment for the children and families.

For more information you may call the

temple office or email

jessica@gatesofprayer.org.

I invite anyone in the congregational family

to reach out to me personally with

questions, suggestions or comments any

time at president@gatesofprayer.org.

L’shalom

Dr. Aaron Wolfson

The long-awaited followup discussion to

Deborah Feldman's book "Unorthodox" will

take place Monday, October 26 at 7 p.m. with a

conversation about "Exodus: A Memoir." In

"Exodus," Feldman chronicles her continuing

journey as a single mother, an independent

woman and religious refugee. Don't worry if

you haven't read the book. You're more than

welcome to join in what promises to be

another fascinating discussion. 

https://zoom.us/j/951455331 Meeting ID: 951

455 331Password 143105

President's message Continued from  from page 1

https://zoom.us/j/951455331


They always say “laughter is the best medicine,”  but 

I think singing holds a close second! Being able to sing 

together through prayer or as a community has the ability 

to lift us up spiritually. 

I have had the privilege of working with the choir the past 

few months in many capacities: virtually, as well as safely 

in person. We’ve learned a ton of new music that we hope 

to share with everyone soon! We have done a mixture of 

virtual choir videos, music theory learning, and in-person 

outdoor, socially distanced (with masks on, of course!) 

rehearsals on Thursday nights at 7. 

Together, we have been able to find a way to sing, 

harmonize and learn together safely and we’re excited to 

welcome anyone who has these same desires. 

If you are interested in participating in the choir, 

please reach out to me at jordan@gatesofprayer.org. All levels of singing and music

backgrounds are welcome; all you need is a passion for singing and having fun!

The Museum of the Southern Jewish

Experience wants to reach you!

Opening in early 2021 in New Orleans,

the Museum of the Southern Jewish

Experience wants to share updates,

stories, programming information, and

volunteer opportunities with you.

Follow our progress by signing up for

our newsletter and/or requesting a

copy of our brochure. This is YOUR

museum, so, as we say at MSJE,

Shalom. Make yourself at home.™   

www.msje.org/contact

Sisterhood Gift Shop

From Cantorial Soloist Jordan Lawrence 



What a pleasure it has been to have all of our little learners back at the 

center! Through all of nature's obstacles, Gates of Prayer’s CECE students 

and staff have proven resilient and what a wonderful start we've had. 

School may look a little different this year, but our classes still have full 

days of discovery and fun.  Each class has been learning through play and 

exploration.  Plus, our students engage in yoga, Spanish, STEAM, Hebrew, 

Music, and Shabbat each week! 

Since parents have not been able to come into the center during the 

pandemic, we have found ways to connect with our families virtually!  

CECE has a new parent-teacher app that allows for daily communication, 

photos, videos and more. Our families now have a window into the 

classroom and we get to share those precious smiles.  

We’ve had picnics in the sukkah, a virtual trip to Disney World, beignet making and much more!  We’re

looking forward to a drive-by fire truck visit, a pumpkin patch next week and an in-center field trip on

the CECE playground coming in November! CECE still has spots available!  

Check out our virtual tour video at gatesofprayercece.org to see what makes Gates of Prayer’s CECE so

special or email us for more information at nursery@gatesofprayer.org.

Family photo season is approaching! Creative

Images is offering a Chanukah Family Photo

Shoot on Sunday November 15. Generic

family photos are available as well. Photo

prints and digital packages available! Partial

proceeds will go to the Center for Early

Childhood Education. 

Link to sign up:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d49a4

ae28a3f9cf8-chanukah

From Jessica Sintes, Director of the Louise Hayem Manheim CECE

http://gatesofprayercece.org/
http://gatesofprayer.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d49a4ae28a3f9cf8-chanukah


According to Ecclesiastes, “A season is set for everything, a time for every experience under heaven”.

During the beginning of every Fall season we look forward to a bit colder air, the start of the Saints’

football season and of course the return to learning for our children. While this “season” is as different

as any we have encountered, it has not stopped us from our yearly traditions, including the start of J-

FLEx. 

 

We began the year with High Holy Day opportunities for J-FLExers and their families, including the

Rosh Hashanah Rendezvous, Yom Kippur Yeshivah and Sukkot Family Fun Day. We blew the Shofar at

our families’ homes, learned about Yom Kippur online and rejoiced under the world’s largest parking

lot Sukkah. Following these programs it was clear that virtual and in-person fun and educational

activities can still occur during these difficult times.   

 

With the High Holy Days completed we turned our attention to our weekly J-FLEx opportunities for

learning. J-FLEx, or Jewish Fun Learning Experiences, continues to meet on Sunday mornings, both

virtually and in-person. J-FLEx offers our children opportunities to learn virtually with J-FLEx@Home as

well as in-person, with J-FLEx@Gates of Prayer. Using our parking lot and vast open spaces, we are able

to offer socially distant, fun and learning experiences for our J-FLEx families. 

If you have not yet registered for J-FLEx, it is not too late. Please click HERE to learn more about the J-

FLEx program and to register for the 2020-2021 J-FLEx year.

From Phil Gaethe, RJE - Temple Educator

https://www.gatesofprayer.org/j-flex2020.html
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