
 

 

On the Eve of Rosh Hashanah 5781 
 

In Through the Looking-Glass, and What Alice Found There, the 1871 
novel by Lewis Carroll  and the sequel to Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland, Alice again enters a fantastical world, this time by climbing 
through a mirror into the world that she can see beyond. There she finds 
that, just like a reflection, everything is reversed, including logic (e.g. 
running helps you remain stationary, walking away from something brings 
you towards it, chessmen are alive, nursery rhyme characters exist, etc.)    
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Through_the_Looking-Glass  
 
In no small way does my High Holy Day experience already compare to 
Alice’s.  For me it has been a “reversal.”  Strange to be able to climb into 
the world of worship through the “looking-glass” of virtuality and not 
from a bimah.  The reversal makes me want to shy away from self-
reflecting, or should I prefer, from surfing the web in search of streamed 
offerings by colleagues near and far.  I don’t want to be a viewer of the 
drama; I want to be engaged in the role, in the choreography, and in the 
script.  For in the “pew” I strain to shut my critical eye with respect either 
to my “performance” or to the “performance” of colleagues.  
 
Yes, I know and our tradition teaches that judgement is a vital ingredient 
for improvement.  Symbolically, whether theologically friendly or not, the 
Holy Days are awesome because we mindfully imagine the Divine sitting 
in judgment of us, casting a critical eye toward us, one we dare not 
avoid. 
 
Yet, I want to avoid the subtle and not so subtle 
allure to wonder, almost at every turn, “How could I 
have done such and such differently; how could I  
have matched the elegance, enthusiasm or elocution of a 
colleague?”  For the moment, at least for this moment, I 
really don’t want Alice’s looking-glass.  Should I head 
for Mt. Lemmon?  Not before I get “personal” with my 
fellow Zoomers. 
 
 — Rabbi Dr. Scott B. Saulson 
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