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     In the Torah portion for this week, Va-etchanan, Moses says, “Hear O Israel, the laws and 

rules that I proclaim to you this day!  Study them and observe them faithfully!  Our God יהוה 

made a covenant with us at Horeb [also known at Mt. Sinai].  It was not with our ancestors that 

 made this covenant, but with us, the living every one of us who is here today”… Moses יהוה

then reviews the Ten Commandments.  At a later point in Deuteronomy Moses says that the 

covenant is made “not with you alone, but both with those who are standing here with us this 

day…and with those who are not with us here this day.”  The covenant, it turns out, was made 

even with the generations of Jews who were not yet born, with those who were born Jewish 

and with those who converted.  All of this intrigued me, and I began to wonder about how time 

is perceived in Judaism.  I remembered the idea that God’s Creation did not happen just once, 

but that Creation is ongoing.  Certainly this speaks to a different understanding of time? 

      

     Apparently the idea that time goes forward in a linear fashion is a product of the 

Enlightenment.  In contrast, the authors Amos Oz and his daughter Fania Oz-Salzberger state in 

their book, “Jews and Words” that the Hebrew speaker…looks forward to the past”.  So that 

suggests a circular kind of time.  They say that the Hebrew phrase lefanim ( לפנימ) means “in 

front”, containing the root for face; and it also means a long time ago!  So it refers to something 

in front and something behind. 

 

     All this is to say at the very least that the past is very much a part of the Jewish 

present.  Perhaps it is more appropriate to think of Judaism and timelessness? 

 

Shabbat shalom.  

 

 


