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To my way of seeing things, Moses as a teacher is more important than Moses as a judge. A 

judge is charged with interpreting laws, whereas a teacher is entrusted to educate the 

community as to the how and why laws are created and the need to follow them. And without 

establishing a connection between a law and the community in which said law will govern one 

type of behavior or another, the law in question is worthless. In order for a law to be adhered 

to, and thus effective, those under its governance must want to follow it, and as such, are able 

to recognize its significance and the ways in which it will uplift the community as a whole as 

well as the individuals within the community.  

That said, it’s worth noting that Moses does not lay out the laws to one person at a time. In 

essence, no home-schooling. He speaks to the community at large; he teaches to one and all, 

which is important if you want to get a buy-in from the people at-large, and if you want your 

students to buy in to your lesson, regardless of whether or not God wrote the lesson plan.  

To build the momentum needed to carry the lesson out of the present and into the future, to 

adhere to its tenets through trial and tribulation, “ the energy of the group as a whole is 

essential, and, mind you,  it’s not just the lesson itself that lifts the group up upon the wings of 

eagles, it’s not just the teacher that sets the pace, it’s the community as a whole that drive the 

teachings of our elders forward.”  

In essence it’s the lesson, the teacher and the individuals coming together, and thus, creating 

the essence of a community, that creates lessons that can be understood, adhered to, held in 

high-esteem, and followed throughout the passage of time.  

 


