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Shabbat Shalom and Chag Chanukah Sameach.  

 

Parashat Vayeishev, Hebrew for "and he lived," is the 9th weekly Torah portion. It is 

Genesis 37:1-40:23. Vayeishev tells the story of how Jacob's other sons sold Joseph into 

captivity in Egypt, how Judah wronged his daughter-in-law, Tamar who then tricked 

him into fulfilling his oath, and how Joseph served Potiphar and was imprisoned when 

falsely accused of assaulting Potiphar's wife.  

 

In the first reading, Jacob lived in the land of Canaan and this is his family's story. When 

Joseph was 17, he brought Jacob an evil report about his brothers. It is said that Jacob 

loved Joseph more than his other children, and Jacob made him a coat of many colors 

which caused Joseph's brothers to hate him. This story was made famous years ago by 

the hit show "Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat." Joseph relates to his 

brothers two of his dreams which foretell that he is destined to rule over them, 

increasing their envy and hatred towards him.  

 

In a recent D’var Torah by Rabbi Rachael Bregman of GA, she says "I live in the land 

where Trump and Biden signs face off from across property lines. We are told daily that 

our brothers, our neighbors, are a threat to our lives, our enemies, because of how we 

vote. This continues as we approach the two Senate runoffs in January." Rabbi Bregman 

continues "The billboards around town inform me if I vote a certain way, it will mean 

the demise our nation. And now a clergy friend is losing their job for publicly speaking 

out against the racism which America continues to battle."  

 

The story of Joseph appears in the Bible at other times, as well, and has come to 

represent the conflict of brother vs brother. After a particularly divisive election, and 

another to soon be upon us in GA, let us try to remember that we are all in this 

together (a phrase that is used frequently during this pandemic) and we are stronger 

when we work collectively. During these days of Chanukah, may we bring light into our 

nation during its darkest days, and may we soon know peace between people, and an 

end to this horrible pandemic that has transformed our lives. 


