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Shabbat Shalom. 
  

This week’s portion of the Torah is about God setting the dates for the major holidays and Shabbat itself. With 

one exception to the setting of dates, this portion also states when it is acceptable to sacrifice a newborn 

animal. So, why do we read this portion this week? Tonight, is erev Sukkot, one of the major holidays listed in 

the portion. 
  

Sukkot celebrates the fall harvest. The portion states, in relation to the spring harvest that occurs after the 

counting of the Omer: “And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap all the way to the edges 

of your field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest; you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger: I the 

Lord am your God.” This paragraph’s sentiment holds true for Sukkot and the entire year, as well. 

  

No matter how any of us struggle in earning a living, putting food on the table, clothing our family, providing 

shelter, having our children educated, etc., there will always be people who struggle more/differently than we 

do. There will never be a time when everyone has a job or, where those who have jobs are not earning enough 

to ensure they can provide food, shelter, and clothing for their families. A harsh sounding statement and it is. It 

is a fact that it is virtually impossible to employ everyone, especially at a livable wage. One example, in today’s 

world where many industries are installing robots to do repetitive work, these robots are taking jobs away from 

individuals. Good for corporate profits, not good for putting food on the table. 
  

Judaism teaches us that we are responsible for those who are less fortunate, to assist them in providing for 

food, shelter, clothing, and whatever else they might need until that time they can provide for themselves. The 

poor and the strangers who are in our midst need our help. Welcome them into our Sukkahs. Please contribute 

what and where you can. 

  

In Genesis, the question is asked, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” YES is the answer. 

  

Shabbat Shalom 
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