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This week’s portions are Ma’atot and Ma’asei, Chapters 30-36 in the Book of Numbers.  These are the 
final chapters in that book. 
 
It reads like a Trip-Tik, shall I go to AAA? 
 
It lists all of the locations from Egypt to Canaan.  It does not make for the most engaging reading, but 
Moses makes a point of telling us what did nor did not occur at each location.  He reminds us of 
Mount Hor, where his brother Aaron dies, Numbers 33: 38-39.  And Elim where there were “12 springs 
and 70 palm trees”.  In all there are 42 places listed.  It took 40 years to get this far and according to 
Chassidic tradition they reflect on stages of our lives.  From slavery or “constrictions” in our lives to a 
land of milk and honey, the time in between are the “days of our lives’.  They help us move ahead and 
grow. 
 
In Chassidism the teachings of Moses Hayim remind us that our birth is in context with the exodus 
from Egypt.  We go from place to place until we reach the supernal world of life that is the Sheckinah 
or the spirit of God. 
 
In an article by Rabbi Steven Kushner, he believes that Judaism brings about a union with the divine 
which when followed will help us to the life of Paradise.  Each place we go helps us reach the goal of 
Paradise.  Mr. Hayim states that each place we are help us “raise the holy spark” leading to the 
Sheckinah. 
 
Furthermore, the Baal Shem Tov states that the “holy sparks” are sacred points that seem to lead us to 
a more meaningful life, but at times they make us feel stuck.  So, it was in the wanderings of the 
children Israel.  They kept giving voice to returning to Egypt.  But the 42 locations are necessary if we 
hope to get to the other side of the wilderness. 
 
Anne Helen Peterson, the creator of “Mad Men,” states that the willingness to allow people to change 
does not really work, but we must continue to try. 
 
What the Baal Shem Tov attempts to impress upon us is that things are not always how they appear.  
That events may appear to be a lack of change but are subtle stages of spiritual growth.  These times 
that seem to be wrong are what God intends.  We are led on a journey where what feels painful might 
be just what we need to get to the other side. 
 
Further in Numbers the idea of the six cities of refuge as a sanctuary for man slaughterers and that 
there should be 42 cities where the Levites should live follows the significance of “42”. 
 
This journey of the children of Israel through the wilderness mirrors our own journey through life.  
There are ups and downs, but they are showing us that they may lead us to the “Paradis with the 
Sheckinah” we desire. 


