
Drash for Shabbat Korach 
by Fran Haggerty 

 
I find it absolutely amazing that every time I do a drash, it is pertinent to the current 
situation. So Korach, who is the son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi rose up against 
Moses and Aaron. Moses declared “you have gone too far, sons of Levi!” 
 
Conflict, change, the search for spirit, peace, meaning, and balance appear to be the 
theme of this parsha. Growth looks like destruction, and the changes appear violent, 
just like the trees burning bring new fresh growth. Perhaps we can end racial violence 
in a peaceful manner. Maybe things are not being destroyed but changing form. What 
is the great plan? Korach and his group rebel, people die, things are destroyed, there is 
a great intervention with plagues, fires, and earthquakes.  Sounds like our newspaper!   
 
God punished Korach with fire, opening up the earth to teach a lesson. I wonder what 
the lesson is for us today with our plagues, fire, and rebellion. 
 
What we are looking for in the protests is leadership; a working model to follow for 
conflict resolution. Hillel and Shammai talked about disagreements through conflict 
resolution. They called it an argument for “heaven’s sake.” In practicing this degree of 
argument and discussion one gains respect and can follow a model for leadership.  
First one must listen deeply meaning that we do not think of what we are going to say 
next but truly listen to what others are saying. We continue to address our own 
motivation. Is it about winning? Both sides win, both sides are right. We too are looking 
for guidance and leadership to provide answers to the dilemmas and to follow a model 
that is kind and respectful. 
 
The best we can do is look inside ourselves, find our voice, be kind, address our anger 
and our love and take responsibility for ourselves.   
 
Shabbat Shalom. 
 


