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This Torah portion opens up with Moses being dismayed with his people and calling them “stiff-

necked.” The judgement came from Moses seeing the people as being unfaithful, sinful, inflexible, and 

somewhat blasphemous. Moses, being the tough teacher that he was, presented the first two 

commandments in this portion and focused on their purpose and his agreement or covenant with 

God. The first commandment is very specific to the Jewish people and to the agreement between 

Moses and God. “I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house 

of slavery (Exodus. 20:2).” This was very specific to the Jewish people and Moses wanted to emphasize 

this knowledge.  

 

He was able then to convey this message through warning, and true loyalty to them. Thus, comes the 

second commandment: “You shall not recognize other gods before me. You shall not make for 

yourself a carved image or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on earth beneath or in the water 

under the earth (Exodus 20:3-4).”  Moses was reminding the people of the tools they possess for 

survival encouraging the people of their faith and their place in the system. Moses presented his 

discourse to the people and wanted them to recognize their powerlessness and the importance of 

love, respect, and appreciation for the gifts received from the Eternal.   

 

I think that Moses was feeling a little scared about the survival and the deliverance of his people due 

to their seemingly lack of faith, greed, and fear. At the beginning of Eikev, warnings were offered to 

help change behaviors in order to create a good life. 

    

I like making connections with today’s world and the teachings of the Torah. I see the fear as a way to 

insult and demean people and to gain control. Currently, people are feeling threatened with death, 

disease, and separation. Moses was guiding the people with hope toward the ‘good life,’ identifying 

the spirit, faith, and love. Moses was pessimistic yet practical and encouraged the people, preparing 

them with the tools to move on to the good land toward the good life; a mitzvah.   

 

Shabbat Shalom. 


