
  

 
 
                 RULES OF PARTICIPATION 
 
 
SKIP is a cooperative program in which families, congregations and the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago 
(Federation) each contribute funds toward an Israel Experience program for participating students.  The purpose of 
the SKIP program is to help more students experience Israel as part of their Jewish education. 
 
Federation will earmark $85 per year, up to a maximum of seven years, and families and congregations will 
contribute a combined total of $170 each year to the SKIP program.  If the family has contributed for a youngster for 
the full seven years, a fund of approximately $2,000 will exist to help meet the cost of an approved Israel Experience 
program. 
 
Eligibility 
 
Students from families affiliated with a participating congregation, who are in public school or day school grade 3-6 
and enrolled in a Community Foundation for Jewish Education or Associated Talmud Torahs affiliated 
congregational or day school program in the Chicago metropolitan area, are eligible to enroll in SKIP. 
 
Enrollment 
 
Eligible students must enroll in SKIP through a participating congregation.  The family contribution is due at the 
time of enrollment.  Annual contributions by each of the parties to SKIP continue through ninth grade.   SKIP 
contributions are made for a specific participant and are to be used only for the benefit of that participant.   SKIP 
savings are not transferable. 
 
The combined annual contribution of the family and congregation totals $170.  The family and congregation must 
each contribute a minimum of $25 annually for each student in the program.  The remainder of the $170 is to be 
divided between the family and congregation as each congregation deems best. 
 
Families can enroll new participants in the SKIP program or make contributions for previously enrolled participants 
only during the annual fall enrollment period.  Family contributions must be made directly to the congregation by 
December 1, with family checks made payable to the congregation.  The congregation will then forward its total 
combined check equaling the combined contributions of $170 per participant to Federation by December 31, clearly 
specifying the amount contributed by the family and by the congregation for each participant.  The congregation's 
check must be made payable to the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago. 
 
Suspension, Withdrawal, and Transfer 
 
If family and congregational contributions are not received for a participating student within the specified time 
period, the student will be suspended for one full year, and Federation will not earmark its $85 annual contribution 
during the period of suspension.  A student is eligible to resume participation by resuming contributions, by 
December 1, in any succeeding year through ninth grade. 
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A participating family may suspend contributions at any time.  Family and congregation contributions from previous 
years will continue to earn interest.  Accumulated contributions of family, congregation and Federation may be used 
for an eligible Israel Experience program as stated below. 
 
A participating family may also withdraw its contributions at any time on 30 days written notice.  If withdrawal 
occurs, the family forfeits its rights to the contributions of the congregation and Federation; contributions made by 
the family and by the congregation will be returned to each with interest. 
 
If a participating family discontinues membership in the congregation, the congregation's contributions from 
previous years will remain in the participant's SKIP account.  If a student transfers from one participating 
congregation to another, he/she may continue in the program pursuant to the terms agreed upon by the family and the 
new congregation.  Both discontinuation of membership in a participating congregation and transfer of a student to a 
non-participating congregation will be treated as a suspension, and the family will have the option of withdrawing   
or leaving the funds in SKIP to be used according to the terms of the SKIP program. 
 
Administration of Funds 
 
The SKIP program is administered by the Jewish Federation.  All family and congregational contributions will be 
deposited in an appropriate financial institution.   Federation will contribute the funds it has earmarked for the 
student, at the time of participation, to an approved Israel Experience program chosen by the family.  Participants 
will receive annual reports on the status of their SKIP accounts.  Families should be aware that Federation has been 
advised that Federal law considers interest earned on SKIP savings as taxable income. 
 
Supplementary Funding 
 
SKIP funds can be used in conjunction with other Federation Israel Experience savings programs (including Gift of 
Israel, Bar/Bat Mitzvah Certificates, Walk with Israel Vouchers, etc.). 
 
The accumulated funds of the three SKIP contributing partners do NOT cover the full cost of most Israel Experience 
programs.  While many families may be able to meet the total cost from personal resources, others may not.  
Participating families can request additional financial support from their congregation, the Israel Experience 
program sponsor, and/or Federation's Chicago Community Israel Program (CCIP) scholarship programs. 
 
Israel Experience Programs 
 
SKIP participants can choose from a wide variety of Israel Experience programs sponsored by youth groups, youth-
serving organizations, and educational institutions; all programs must be approved by CCIP.  SKIP funds cannot be 
used for Federation missions or Birthright Israel programs because Federation already provides a great deal of the 
funding for these programs.  Participants can use their SKIP funds towards an Israel Experience program any time 
beginning at the end of 9th grade through age 26.   
 
Policy 
 
Policies regarding rules of participation are established by the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago.  
 
 
 



 
 

Answers to Some “Frequently Asked Questions” about the SKIP Program 
 

 
Q:  My child is only eight years old.  How can we know he'll want to participate in an Israel Experience program? 

 
A:   Most young people who have attended religious school from elementary school through junior high and high 

school welcome the opportunity to go on an Israel Experience program when in high school or college.  
However, if your child decides not to participate in an Israel Experience program, your family's contributions, 
plus interest, are fully refundable to you on thirty days notice. 

 
Q:   My child is in fifth grade.  Is it possible to enroll her now and pay for third and fourth grades, so that she can     

participate for the full seven years? 
 
A:   SKIP participants can enroll only for the current school year.  Catch-up payments are not accepted. 

 
Q:   My child is past sixth grade.  May I enroll him now and pay for the years back to sixth grade? 

 
A:   No.  Children beyond sixth grade are not eligible to enroll in SKIP.  Catch-up payments are not accepted.   

 
Q:   Can I enroll my grandchildren in SKIP? 

 
A:   Grandchildren can be enrolled only if they meet the eligibility requirements of a participating congregation as 

set forth in the SKIP Rules of Participation.   
 
Q:   Must my child go to Israel on a specific Federation program? 
 

A:   SKIP participants can use their SKIP funds for a wide variety of approved, formal Israel Experience programs 
offered by local or national Jewish youth groups or non-profit educational institutions in Israel.   Israel 
Experience programs are, by definition, peer group programs; family trips are not eligible for SKIP funding. 

 
Q:   SKIP sounds too good to be true.  Am I really getting funding from my congregation and Federation with no     

"strings" attached? 
  
 A:   There are no "strings" attached to SKIP.  Congregation and Federation funds are made available to SKIP 

participants to encourage more young people to participate in an Israel Experience program as part of their 
Jewish education.  Your contributions can be returned to you in full, plus interest, at any time on thirty days 
notice.   

 
 

SKIP is a very special program because everyone benefits from it:  your congregation, Federation, the Jewish 
community, Israel, your family and, most of all, YOUR CHILD. 

 
IF YOU HAVE MORE QUESTIONS, call Mandy Weiss at (312) 444-2895. 

 
 


