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Yeshurun Re-Opening Protocols 

 

Introduction 

It is imperative for all of us to remember that COVID-19 is still very much a health concern.  While 
Illinois Department of Health metrics show improvement in the situation and the overall state of 
the Chicago Jewish Community has improved, there are still cases of Covid-19 present, some of 
which are very serious.  It is important to remember that we cannot reopen back to how things 
were prior to Covid-19.  Rather, we must do this gradually and with chochma (wisdom). 

The purpose of this document is to create a set of Protocols that will facilitate a safe return to 
davening in Yeshurun.  These protocols are specific to Yeshurun and are based on the decisions of 
the Rav, Community Physicians and the Yeshurun Reopen Committee formed by the Presidium.  
The effectiveness of these protocols is entirely dependent on how strictly they are observed and 
therefore the Rav and the Board of Directors insist on 100% compliance.  Anything less will result 
in one’s privileges to attend minyanim at Yeshurun being revoked immediately.  Nevertheless, 
even with each and every mispallel doing their hishtadlus and maintaining 100% compliance, there 
is still a possibility of transmission of the virus.  We daven that this will not be the case, B’Ezras 
Hashem.  

Unfortunately, at this time: 

 There is NO learning or shiurim in the Shul. 

 Given the limitation of gatherings of no more than 10 people, we are unable to 
accommodate the return of women to Shul. 

We are greatly pained by both these statements and as soon as circumstances allow, we will 
revisit these issues. 

In addition, all Shul members are mandated to fulfil Dina d’Malchusa Dina and follow all State of 
Illinois and City of Chicago directives with regards to Social Distancing, wearing masks, etc. 

These rules are subject to change according to the observations and comments provided once it is 
understood what needs to be strengthened or adjusted.  The health, safety and welfare of the Shul 
Members and Chicago Kehilla drive the content of this very detailed document.    

May HaKadosh Baruch Hu continue to give us the chizuk to deal with the current matzav and end 
this magefa with no further sorrow and may we be zoche to the coming of Mashiach, b’mhera 
b’yamenu, amen. 
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Attendance Protocols 

At this time, the following people may NOT attend a minyan at Yeshurun if: 

 You currently have Covid-19 or have any symptoms of Covid-19 or feel ill in any other way.  
Symptoms include: 

o Cough 

o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

o Fever or chills 

o Muscle pain or general fatigue 

o Sore Throat  

o Loss of taste or smell 

 You had or think you may have had COVID-19:  You will not be allowed in Shul during phase 
one (the first two weeks) of our reopening. Thereafter, you must wait at least 21 days after 
symptoms including a fever have resolved AND you receive explicit permission from your 
physician. 

 You may have had contact with an individual who has COVID-19, even if you currently show 
no symptoms: You must wait 14 days. 

Additional Attendance Protocols: 

 You are Medically Compromised or are at high risk of complications from COVID-19 - 
including those who have cancer, heart disease, high blood pressure, diabetes, are obese, 
have kidney or liver disease, asthma, chronic lung disease, and who are immunosuppressed 
from illness or medications:  You must ask and receive explicit permission from your personal 
physician in order to attend Minyan. 

 You are between the ages 65 to 75: You must ask and receive explicit permission from your 
personal physician in order to attend Minyan.  This permission does not need to be in writing. 

 At this time, anyone under the age of 13 or over the age of 75 cannot attend a Minyan at 
Yeshurun. 

 Meshulachim are NOT allowed to be collecting in the building until further notice. 

 

Building Protocols 

 Social distancing of 8 feet must be safely maintained at all times.  This is greater than the 6 
foot city/state requirement as the shul is being machmir in this regard. 

 MASKS and GLOVES must be worn at all times while in the building. 
o People must bring their own masks and gloves from home.  

o Masks and gloves must be put on prior to entering the building.  Should you be asked 
by a Shul engaged Security Guard or Front Door monitor to remove your mask 
momentarily, please comply so that you can be properly identified. 

o Masks and gloves must be kept on at all times while davening, and masks must fully 
cover the nose and mouth at all times. 
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o Masks and gloves may not be removed until after you have left the building and are 
not around other groups of people, 

o Upon removal of disposable gloves once outside, it is the individual’s responsibility to 
properly dispose of these OUTSIDE the building. 

o It is suggested that each individual bring their own bottle of Hand Sanitizer to use 
once gloves are removed. 

 Upon entering the building, one must proceed directly to the room in which he is assigned to 
daven.  There is no wandering around the building before, during or after one’s assigned 
minyan.  Anyone who needs to retrieve personal items should make an appointment with 
Rabbi Millunchick to take place during a non-Minyan time. 

 A Mispallel should NOT open the door for anyone.  Everyone needs to have their own way in 
(keycard etc.).  A Security Guard, Gabbai and Captains (defined below) will know who is 
supposed to be in at a particular time and can open the door as needed. 

 There is NO kissing or touching of Mezuzahs 

 The washrooms and sinks are CLOSED.  One should attend to all personal needs and wash his 
hands for davening prior to leaving home. 

 The Coatrooms are CLOSED.  Please bring your personal belongings to the assigned davening 
room. 

 There is NO congregating before or after minyan, both inside and outside the building. 

 There is absolutely NO food or drinks allowed.  This includes water bottles, coffee, snacks or 
other items brought from home.  The kitchens are all CLOSED and there will NOT be any 
kiddushim for the foreseeable future. 

 The Pushkas will not be available.  Please give all donations of Tzedeka to the Shul or the 
Rav’s Discretionary Fund via the Shul website. 

 No personal items should be left in the Shul at this time.  The cubbies outside the main shul 
and shtenders will not be available to store items at this time.   

 Sneezing presents a particular problem as it greatly increases the spread of droplets.  When 
an individual feels the need to sneeze, if at all possible, he should step outside and away from 
the building.  If an individual does sneeze inside, immediate decontamination of the area 
must be performed by the individual by wiping the surface down with the decontamination 
spray.  If an individual’s hands were contaminated by a sneeze AND following 
decontamination, the individual must change his gloves.  All contaminated garbage items 
MUST be immediately disposed of by the individual. 
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Minyan Locations and Minyan Assignments and Entry/Exit Procedures 

 Each Mispallel will be assigned to a specific Minyan, in a specific location, at a specific time 
with an assigned seat.  (Your assigned seat will most likely not be your regular Makom 
Kavua.)  You will enter and exit the building according to very specific instructions.   
These assignments, with all the associated details, will be communicated via email. 

 Do not move the chairs and you must sit in your assigned seat.  There will be two sets of seats 
available in each room - one for shift A and one for shift B. 

 Be careful to always maintain 8 feet between you and other mispallelim.  Please pay special 
attention when entering and exiting the building to maintain this separation. 

 We will be having 4 minyanim with staggered start times in 4 separate locations, each with its 
own entrance and exit as follows: 

o Main Shul 

o Beis Medrash 

o Social Hall 

o Lobby outside of Social Hall  

 ***Each Minyan will have a pre-appointed Gabbai.  The Gabbai is an authority figure, 
representing the Rav and the Committee, who will be responsible for all logistics for that 
Minyan, including the adherence of Social Distancing and Shul Protocols.  Compliance with 
the Gabbai’s instructions is mandatory, immediately and without discussion.  Failure to do 
so will result in the revocation of Minyan privileges.*** 

 Additionally, there may be a Captain supervising the building during certain Tefilohs - they 
will wear an identification lanyard.  Their directives must also be followed immediately and 
without discussion. 

 Each Minyan has only 10 people assigned and therefore it is vital that attendees arrive on 
time.  Please do not arrive more than 5 minutes prior to the start time. 

 If one knows ahead of time that they cannot attend their assigned Minyan, please contact 
their Gabbai. 

 In some cases, there will be a Minyan scheduled to start immediately after the first minyan.  
Therefore, the schedule must be adhered to. 

 If a Minyan does not have 10 people in attendance, they should start at their assigned time 
and skip the Tefilos that require a Minyan.  When a Minyan is attained, they should then 
continue the Tefilah from where they are.  Unless there is a designated person currently in 
the building whose assignment is to fill in for a missing person (the Gabbai will be aware), the 
Minyan may NOT search for a 10th person. 

 At the conclusion of each and every Minyan, it is necessary to disinfect the room.  The 
Gabbai will assign two people from the Minyan to perform this task.  Supplies to disinfect will 
be provided by the Shul. 

o Wipe down all hard surfaces (tables, shtenders, metal and wood surfaces of chairs, 
doorknobs, shulchan covers, etc.) using the spray disinfectant and a shmattah. 

o Use the aerosol disinfectant spray on the fabric of the chairs.  There is no need to soak 
the fabric with disinfectant, a light spraying is sufficient.  
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Shavuos 

 The Parking Lot will be CLOSED for Shavuos.   If you are assigned to a minyan meeting for 
Mincha, please walk to Shul on Erev Yom Tov. 

 As previously stated, at this time there will NOT be any learning in the Shul.  This includes the 
Leil Shavuos mishmar and Yom Tov shiurim.  During non-minyan times, the Shul is CLOSED. 

 

Davening Protocols 

The opening the shul for partial usage is in and of itself a b’dieved.  While it is necessary to 

institute certain protocols beyond those above, which are specifically applicable to the actual 

davening, we will not compromise the integrity of Tefilah B’Tzibur.  As such, we will daven 

slowly and deliberately with extra kavanna, while at the same time limiting risks of exposure or 

chas v’shalom, a recurrence of an outbreak.   

 It almost goes without saying that Phones must be turned OFF and preferably not brought 
into shul. 

 Mispalellim should bring their own Tallis, Siddur and Chumash to Shul.  For those who do not 
use the Eruv, one should wear his Tallis and a Shul Siddur/Chumash will be available for his 
personal use. 

 Davening will start at Brachos (including the Pitum HaKetores), but Kaddish Drabanan (after 
R' Yishmael) will NOT be said. The Kaddish following Mizmor Shir Chanukas HaDovid will be 
recited. 

 The selected Chazzan will lead the Tefilah from the very beginning until the end  
ie. starting with Brachos and ending with the last Kaddish after Shacharis/Mussaf. 

 While the Tefilah will not be rushed, it will be expedited in certain ways.  As such: 

o No singing – not even Hallel and Kedusha 

o Skip Anim Zemiros 

 For Shema, the eyes should be covered with the Tallis.  For someone without a Tallis, the 
hand should be several inches away from the eyes. 

 Chazaras HaShatz will start when the Chazzan and 7 mispallelim are done (individuals should 
not prolong their silent Shemona Esrei) 

 Krias HaTorah – there are numerous safeguards needed: 

o Each room will have their own Aron Kodesh with their assigned Sifrei Torah 

o No one is to touch or kiss the Paroches or the Sifrei Torah as they are being brough to 
the Bimah. 

o The Ba’al Koreh will do Pesicha, Hotza’ah and Hachnasa of the Sifrei Torah, keeping 
the Torah away from his face.  When multiple Sifrei Torah are needed (see below for 
further instructions on Yom Tov), only one Sefer will be taken out at a time. 
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o The Ba’al Koreh will take all the Aliyos (3 on weekdays, 5 on Yom Tov and 7 on 
Shabbos), making the Brachos before and after each individual Aliya. 

o Hagba’ah and Gelila – the Baal Koreh will lift the Sefer Torah showing it to the Tzibur 
and then gently place it back on the Shulchan and roll/wrap it.  This will be performed 
by the Baal Koreh without assistance.  If the Sefer Torah is large and the Baal Koreh is 
not comfortable safely doing Hagba’ah, then only Gelila on the Shulchan will be done. 

o On Shabbos:  

 The Maftir Aliyah/Kriah will be skipped.  After Shvi’i, recite Kaddish and perform 
Hagba’ah and Gelila.   

 The Sefer Torah will remain on the Shulchan and be supervised by the Baal Koreh. 

 Someone else will read the Haftorah from a Tanach at his seat (and not at the 
Shulchan). 

o On Yom Tov: 

 After the main kriya, the Baal Koreh will do the Hagba’ah and Gelila process on the 
first Sefer and return the Sefer to the Aron Kodesh 

 The Baal Koreh will then take the Maftir Sefer to the Shulchan and make the 
Bracha on Maftir and lain followed by Kaddish and Hagba’ah and Gelila again. 

 The Sefer Torah will remain on the Shulchan and be supervised by the Baal Koreh. 

 Someone else will read the Haftorah from a Tanach at his seat (and not at the 
Shulchan). 

 Shavuos Adjustments: 

o No Akdamus or Kah Keili on the first day 

o No Yetziv Yisgam on the second day 

o Yizkor (for those who need) and Megillas Rus should be said at home on the Second 
Day 

o Kohanim will not chant during Duchening and should wash hands at home prior to 
arrival in Shul, paying special attention to what they touch after washing.  All Kohanim 
should briefly speak to the Rav for further instructions. 

 Currently, as painful as it is, there is no learning in the Shul and specifically, there will not be a 
shiur between Mincha and Maariv and there is NO using any of the shul seforim  

 


