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The Talmud teaches, “If you see wrongdoing by a member of your household and you 
do not protest – you are held accountable.  And so it is in relation to the members of 
your city.  And so it is in relation to the world.”  As Jews we are held accountable in 
ever-widening circles of responsibility to rebuke transgressors within our homes, in our 
country, in our world. One chutzpadik medieval commentator teaches we must voice 
hard truths even to those with great power, for “the whole people are punished for the 
sins of the king if they do not protest the king’s actions to him.”  
  
Today I speak words of protest, joining hundreds of my Reform rabbinic colleagues 
across the nation in fulfillment of our sacred obligation.  We will not be silent. We will, 
without hesitation, decry the moral abdication of the President who fuels hatred and 
division in our beloved country. This is not a political statement. We, like the prophets 
before us, draw from the deepest wisdom of our tradition to deliver a stern warning 
against complacency and an impassioned call for action.  We call on you to rise up and 
say in thousands of ways, every day, as proud Jews and proud Americans:  “You cannot 
dehumanize, degrade and stigmatize whole categories of people in this nation. Every 
Jew, every Muslim, every gay, transgender, disabled, black, brown, white, woman, man 
and child is beloved of God and precious in the Holy One’s sight.  We the people, all the 
people, are created b’tzelem elohim, in the image of the Divine.  All the people are 
worthy of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”       
  
           Rosh Hashanah is Yom Teruah, the Day of sounding the Shofar, whose piercing 
tones sound an alarm, express our fears and especially in these times compel us to 
respond with a resounding call for justice.   


