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SHEMITTA IN OUR TIME

by Rav Zachariah Gelley X "v5w

With the sound of the Shofar ringing in our
ears reminding us of the approach of Rosh
Hashono, we focus on the Days of Judgment when
we are all judged as to what will happen to us dur-
ing the coming year based on our performance
during the past year.

We renew our commitment to do our best
to fulfill our obligations in the future and put our
hope and trust in His kindness and mercy that He
will grant us a full and meaningful year.

This year, however, Rosh Hashono brings to
us another dimension that requires our attention.

It is the beginning of the Shemitta year.

For us in the Golus, more often that not, we
treat this lightly, taking the point of view that, after
all, the Shemitta laws apply only in Eretz Yisroel
and even there, according to most opinions, it is
only a Rabbinical prohibition when, as now, there
is no Beis Hamikdosh. All we have to know are a
few practical Dinim concerning what we can eat of
the imported fruits and vegetables, which can also
be avoided if we use only the home grown pro-
duce which is readily available.

But upon a closer look, we will realize that
there are some fundamental lessons to be learned
from the Din of Shemitta which apply to all of us at
all times.

“mKY D A wn 5K T oA

YRR 5K IRAN D oMby nnK SXAwr 1 OK AT

15 naw YA Anawy oa% N K WK

(x 7”5 KOpM) - And Hashem spoke to Moses on

Mount Sinai saying, “Speak to the Children of

Israel and say to them, when you come into the

land which I give you, then the land shall keep a
Shabbos to Hashem.”

Rashi explains the words 0 112 to teach
us that, just as the laws of Shemitta were taught on
Mount Sinai, in all their generalities and their details,
so too, all the laws of the Torah come from Sinai.

“1% naw, a Shabbos to 1. Rashi explains
MWKI2 nawa mxw ows 1 owh - unto the
Name of Hashem, just as it was stated regarding the
Shabbos of the Creation.

Both points mentioned by Rashi raise ques-
tions. Why in particular was the law of Shemitta
chosen to teach us that all knowledge originates
from Sinai. s there a special connection between
Shemitta and Mount Sinai more than between any
other commandment? Secondly, why is “1 ow5
mentioned in the Torah in relation to the laws of
Shabbos and Shemitta more than, for example, the
laws of the Yomim Tovim (asked by the Ramban) or
for that matter any other mitzvoh?

On the similarities between Shabbos and
Shemitta, Rav Hirsch explains that that which
Shabbos Bereishis - the seventh day - has in rela-
tion to the earth, the seventh year has in relation
to the Land. The one is a day of acknowledgment
of G-d as the Creator and Master of the world, the
other is a year of acknowledgment of G-d as the
Owner and Master of the Land.

It is appropriate to elaborate further on the
connection between the two mitzvos. The Posuk
says (\"v ‘11 ©mMaT)
own TPOR MTRYN DMYn YR NUNoTay o nnon
NR WYY PROR MY 13 7Y M Yy apn
nawit o1 - You should remember that you
were a servant in the land of Egypt and Hashem
brought you out from there by a mighty hand and
an outstretched arm; therefore He commanded
you to keep the Shabbos.
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We are commanded to keep the Shabbos
because of our redemption from Egypt. This is
something we mention also in the Kiddush every
Friday night - 931 wp *x1pnY %N D1 KT ™D
pmyn nxwo - This is the day which is first
among all the days of a Holy Convocation, a
remembrance of the Exodus from Egypt.

But what is the special connection between
the Exodus, which took place earlier, and
Shabbos which was given as a commandment
later?

Rav Hirsch explains that Shabbos was
given to us to teach us that the source of one’s 7
and one's Y1 - one’s strength and power - is
Hashem. We are reminded of the truth that every
ounce of one's strength and every grain of one’s
power and all that one might come to think was
one's own production, comes from G-d and
belongs to G-d. This is the G-d Who showed us
His strength and His power in the midst of the
might and power that the great Egyptian state had
on the “slaves” who had been bereft of all
strength and power. It is He Who has given us
the strength and power we now enjoy and which
some are tempted to call their own, and Who
expects us to acknowledge this fact with the twen-
ty-four hour Shabbos observance by ceasing to
exercise our creative power and our regulation of
things.

By nature, a person is very attached to what
he has created, so much so that our Sages say that
a person would rather have a measure of his own
produce because it is the fruit of his own labor, than
nine times that amount if it comes from someone
else. 19 naw teaches us that we must look upon
everything as a heavenly gift.

Similarly, a person is very much attached
to his land, to his heritage in his own country,
with such a very strong attachment and feeling
that people are even willing to sacrifice their lives
for their country. The year of Shemitta teaches us
‘15 naw, that the land is really not ours, we are
only tenants, and our tenancy is conditional upon
the fulfillment of Hashem's wish. In this way the
laws of Shabbos and Shemitta stand out in their
similarity.

The ‘X XApn 17”71 quotes the posuk
from 2”p mban: wy N> M2 varYn 173
131 93 ynwb 127 - Bless Hashem, His mes-
sengers armed with strength that fulfill His word.
To which messengers does the Posuk refer? Our
Sages explain: nwrnaw Mmwa pnyr 1K

12971m 2mon - The Posuk refers to those who
observe the laws of Shemitta. The strength of the
mighty is needed to negate one’s ownership and
rights for a full year by not cultivating the land and
by letting others eat of its produce without expect-
ing acknowledgement or thanks. It is 1pnm - free
for all. This requires the inner strength of a 7131, so
much so that we can ask, is it not too much of a
"01 to expect from every farmer?

The Medrash explains that when the
Children of Israel stood at Mount Sinai and said
ynwn nwys - we will do and we will listen, they
accepted all the commandments. Before they
even knew what was expected of them they dis-
played the same ™23 - 1271 S1pa ynw - to
obey the voice of His word.

This explains the special connection
between the laws of Shemitta and Mount Sinai,
because to observe the laws of Shemitta that
133 is necessary which was displayed on Mount
Sinai when the Torah was given.

The non-observance of Shemitta was the
cause of MY, MMMNAW NX YIRT 7¥IN IR
(1”5 1”3 KpM) - then the land will appease its
Shabbos. The Medrash (‘m n'wx11 37"1n)
explains this with a parable - a king allowed
some guests to live in one of his palaces. After a
time, they claimed that they were the owners.
Upon hearing this, the king evicted them. It is the
same with Eretz Yisroel - it is the King's palace. By
observing the laws of Shemitta, we acknowledge
that Hashem is the Owner, but if we make a
takeover bid, we will be evicted.

The main difficulty in fulfilling fully and
generously the commands of the Torah when it
affects our ownership is that we perceive our-
selves as owners and therefore as givers. What
Shemitta and Shabbos teach us is that the posses-
sion of our land is a lease given to us in trust to
discharge our obligations and that which we cre-
ate is but a blessing of Hashem. As the Mishna
says, 15w KW 1own % (N mwn '3 pis Nax)
Sw- Give Him of His as you and yours are His.

It is with this in mind as we usher in the
year of Shemitta, that we salute the many
thousands of farmers who, at great cost to them-
selves, show the strength of the mighty
to observe the Shemitta. They deserve every help
and support we can give them and in
that z'chus we will merit a T2 M 713MD and
X"33 mbw K.



