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 מומוה''ר זכריה געללעי זצ''ל

Since the publication of the last newsletter, the Kehilla has suffered a major loss, with the  פטירה of the 
 .מרא דאתרא זצ''ל

Rav Gelley זצ''ל embodied תגאונו  in התור  together with outstanding warmth and care for every Yehudi.  
For more than thirty years we had the תזכו  to have such an eminent ןגאו   among us, a real light-tower. 

May the great ''לנפטר זצ   be a רמליץ יוש  for his Rebbetzin, his children and for his beloved Kehilla— 
 ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.

Rav Yisroel Mantel 

LEVAYA AND HESPEIDIM 

Erev Shabbos Kodesh Parashas Tazria-Metzora, ה' אייר, was the somber occasion of the Levayo of our 
late, revered Moro DeAsro, Rav Zachariah Gelley, זצ''ל. Despite its being an Erev Shabbos nearing 
Chatzos, an estimated 2000 individuals took part in the Levayo of the Rav HaNiftar.  

When the Niftar departed from Lakewood on Thursday afternoon, the Aron made stops at the Beis 
Medrash Govoha and at the home of Rav Mattisyohu Salomon, a life-long close friend of the Rav. While 
Rav Salomon’s words were brief, they were extremely moving and emotional. 

While the Aron was brought into our Beis Knesses, Tehillim were recited from the Amud, as per the 
Minhag. Rav Mantel, Rav Perlow, Rav Meier Tzvi Bergman, and Mr. Meir Gelley were maspid the Niftar. 
The very meaningful hespeidim are available on the Kehilla’s website, at https://www.kajinc.org/torah/audio. 
 

  

https://www.kajinc.org/torah/audio
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Many thanks to Mrs. Debbie Hes and Mr. Shlomo Feldheim who coordinated with the police regarding 
parking and traffic control. Likewise, we thank the police for their most professional and gracious 
service. Thanks as well to Rabbi Chaim Aschkenasy who was consulted about the sound system, to 
Rabbi Shimon M. Margaliot who procured a sound system from Misaskim to broadcast the hespeidim 
outside and in the downstairs (school) level of the Shul building, for the benefit of kohanim and students, 
respectively, and to Mr. Feldheim who arranged for the delivery of the Misaskim system and set it up 
with the help of Messrs. Michoel Meir Levi and Binyamin Rosenstock.  Special thanks to Mr. Ben 
Ettlinger who set up the Shul’s in-house sound system—prior to going to the Beis Medrash to speak to 
the students of the Mesivta about Rav Gelley, shortly before the Levayo. 

Following the Hespeidim, the crowd was melaveh the Rav HaNiftar up to and past the corner of Bennett 
Avenue and 184th, and a sizable contingent continued on to the Beis HaChaim, where there were Divrei 
Hespeid by Dayan Menachem Gelley before the Kevuro. 

 
At the end of the Shiva-week, on the following Thursday morning, hespeidim were held in the Beis 
Medrash, by Rav Mantel, Rav Posen, Rav Meir Levi and Rav Yehoshua Rubanowitz. 
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AZKORO 

The Kehilla marked the approaching Sheloshim of the petiro of Rav Gelley with an Azkoro held in our 
Beis Knesses, on Sunday evening, May 13/28 Iyar. After Mincha was davened, Mr. Alan Ettlinger opened 
the Azkoro with some words of remembrance of the Rav, shared on behalf of the Kehilla. Rav Mantel, 
Rav Shmuel Kamenetsky, Rav Yitzchok Sorotzkin, and Rabbi Raphael Gelley were then maspid the Rav 
haNiftor. While each speaker had a unique perspective and focus, all the maspidim brought out the Rav’s 
tremendous Gadlus BaTorah, his Mesirus Nefesh for it, his love for his Kehilla, and his outstanding Midos. 
Wishes of Brocho and Nechama to Rebbetzin Gelley, and praise for her devoted care for the Rav, were 
also expressed by the Maspidim. Audio of the hespeidim is available on the Kehilla’s website, and can be 
accessed by clicking on https://images.shulcloud.com/288/uploads/Hespedim/Azkoro-Rav-Gelley. 

The actual date of the end of the Sheloshim was Shabbos, Erev Shovuos, by which point Kehilla members 
and friends had finished Mishnayos twice l’Ilui Nishmas the Rav; a Siyum was concluded at the Kehilla’s 
Neilas Hachag on the second day of Shovuos. An Azkoro was also held in London, England; Rav Chanoch 
Ehrentreu (a lifelong friend of the Rav), Rav Dovid Zahn (son of the Rav of Sunderland, a talmid of Rav 
Gelley and current Rosh Yeshiva of the Sunderland yeshiva) and Dayan Menachem Gelley were maspid. 
The hespeidim can be heard at https://www.torahanytime.com/#/lectures?v=61451. 

A KEHILLA MEMBER REMEMBERS 

By Mr. Norbert Wartelsky 

It is now thirty years since Rav Gelley זצ''ל became the Rav of our Kehilla. If my memory serves me 
correctly, the Bar Mitzvah of my oldest son, Ari Wartelsky, was the first KAJ Bar Mitzvah simcha that Rav 
Gelley attended. 
  
Following one of his Sunday morning shiurim, I asked Rav Gelley if he would be kind enough to speak at 
Ari's Bar Mitzvah seudo. The Rav naturally inquired as to the location as well as the date, which I of course 
very happily provided to the Rav.  
 
About two weeks later I receive a phone call from Rav Gelley and he asks me what the exact date of Ari's 
Bar Mitzvah seudo is. After my giving the Rav the date, he has a short conversation with Rebbetzin Gelley 
and returns to the phone. He then informs me, in a very sad tone of voice, that the Rebbetzin and the 
Rav had plans to visit their children in Eretz Yisroel and unfortunately the date of Ari's Bar Mitzvah and 
the Rav's trip overlapped. 
 
It was very difficult to hide my deep disappointment from the Rav; I thanked him for the call and wished 
the Rav and Rebbetzin a safe trip and to enjoy their children and grandchildren. 
 
Two weeks later I receive another call from Rav Gelley. He once again asks me the date of Ari's seudo. 
After I give it to him, he then says to me, and I am quoting him directly because it revealed his deep love 
for myself and my family, “I will be more than happy to speak at Ari's Bar Mitzvah seudo" 
 
Of course, my Ari and my entire family were thrilled at the change in the Rav and Rebbetzin's plans. The 
Rav and Rebbetzin did go to visit their children, but being the marvelous baal chessed he was, which just 
reflected his tremendous Neshomo, the Rav had rescheduled his visit to his children for the week after 
Ari's Bar Mitzvah seudo. 
 

https://www.torahanytime.com/#/lectures?v=61451


 

Vol. 48, No. 8 KAJ NEWSLETTER Page 4 

 
It was the very next week that I asked the Rav if I could have the honor of accompanying him on Erev 
Shabbos on his walk to shul. The tremendous chessed and simple Menschlichkeit that the Rav exhibited 
in those short three and a half blocks is another beautiful—but lengthy—story. 
 

 מומוה''ר געללעי זצ''ל  רב דקהילתנו

 
 

SHOVUOS 

Under the direction of Mr. Avram Gutmann, and with the assistance of Messrs. Michael Gutmann, Meir 
Levi and Binyamin Rosenstock, our Beis Knesses was once again resplendent in flowers and greenery, 
recalling Har Sinai at the time of Mattan Torah. Our many thanks to Mr. Gutmann, his family, and crew. 
A list of those who contributed follows below. 

Chazon Ezra Lasdun davened both days of Yom Tov, and Mr. Samson Bechhofer led Mincha on both days. 
Mr. Victor Sussman leined and read the Akdomus on the first day, and Mr. Yosef Levi led the (4:30 AM) 
Hashkomo Minyan. Rabbi Kalman Strauss leined on the second day of Yom Tov.Thanks are due to Chazon 
Lasdun who, along with the other Baalei Tefilla and Choir, ensured the dignity and beauty of the Tefillos. 
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The annual Shavuos-night learning took place in both the Beis Medrash and Moller Hall, and the young 
men of our Yeshiva helped swell the Kol Torah through the night. Rav Mantel spoke to the assembled at 
one  AM. 

Rav Mantel gave the Yom Tov lecture on the first day of Shovuos, after Mincha. The Rav discussed the 
fact that while the Shoforos we say in Musaf of Rosh Hashono are to remind us to await the Yom HaDin 
and Moshiach, the pesukim of Torah which we read therein all focus on the Shofor of Mattan Torah. In 
explaining the significance behind Yisroel’s “Ro’im es haNishma veShomim es haNireh,” the Rav explained 
that this reversal in the level and ease of perception of Ruchniyus versus Gashmiyus, serves us as an 
example and preview of the Yemos HaMoshiach. 

On the second day of Yom tov, after Yizkor-Matnas Yad, Rav Mantel spoke in shul. In the afternoon, a 
Matnas Yad reception was held at the home of Rav and Rebbetzin Mantel, allowing a grateful Kehilla to 
thank the Rav for the Brochos bestowed during Matnas Yad, as well as to fulfill the dictum of Chazal, to 
visit one’s Rav on Yom Tov. 

After Mincho, a Neilas HaChag was held in Moller Hall. Mr. Alan Ettlinger began the proceedings by being 
mesayeim the Shisha Sidrei Mishna, LeIlui Nishmas Rav Gelley, on behalf of the Kehilla and all those who 
joined in the Limud. 

In his address, Rav Mantel noted that the fact that the universe is made up out of infinitesimally small 
particles, is because of the fact, and a physical demonstration of such, that the Torah itself is infinite, with 
a Dakus beyond our ken. 

In speaking about Matan Torah, Rav Yehoshua Rubanowitz pointed out that the reason we do not 
experience the incredible Gilui Shechina, etc, which Bnei Yisroel witnessed at Har Sinai, is because we 
have moved away from that Matzav—the Kol Godol is actually Lo Yossof—it has not, in reality, ceased 
for a minute; it is we who must, with Bechira, choose to attune ourselves to it. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the membership if K’hal Adath Jeshurun took place on May 27th 
Both the annual report and the financial reports were presented, discussed and approved. The 
election results were as follows: 

Board of Trustees: Avram Cahn, Dr. Johny Hellmann and Rabbi Shimon Margaliot 

Board of Advisors - Uri Cohen, Dr. Martin Katzenstein, Henry Rosenberg and Moishe Spreiregen  
 
Board of Controllers - Harvey Bernstein, Fred Edinger and Gerald Lanzkron 
 
Nominating Committee - Albert Blank, Dr. Paul Breuer, Rabbi Yehoshua Fulda, Pinchas Katzenstein and 
Moshe Meir Klugman 
 
At a subsequent meeting of the Board of Trustees, the following officers were elected: Alan Ettlinger-
President, Joel Stern- Vice President, Avram Cahn- Treasurer, David Hoff- Assistant Treasurer, Herbert 
Israel- Secretary, Rabbi Shimon Mayer Margaliot-Assistant Secretary, Rabbi Dr. johny Hellmann- 
Trustee. 
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YOM TEFILLO 

On Sunday, June 3/20 Sivan, Kehilla members gathered in our Beis Knesses to hear Divrei Hisorrerus from 
Rav Mantel. Citing a Gemara in Masseches Shabbos, the Rav stressed the need to be Nosei BeOl Im 
Chaveiro when there is a tzoro, רחמנא לצלן, by davening, and actively caring for those involved. The Rav 
then led the Tzibur in the recital of Tehillim, followed by Acheinu. 

AIR CONDITIONING UPDATE 

The Kehilla is actively working with Con-Edison to qualify for a rebate for the new air-conditioning system 
needed in Shul. While the South unit is unusable, the North unit has been repaired. (It was a short circuit 
immediately prior to Mincha, after the unit had been repaired, which put it out of service this past 
Shabbos.) Until a new system is installed, if the heat is such that one functioning unit will not be enough 
to achieve a comfortable temperature in Shul on Shabbos, services will be held in Moller Hall, where, for 
the weekdays, they will be held during the summer months anyway, beginning July 2nd. 

THE FOUNDING OF K’HAL ADATH JESHURUN  

By Mr. Avram Gutmann 

It is now 80 years since a small group of like-minded German immigrants decided to organize a Minyan 
where they would be able to daven with the nusach and minhogim to which they were accustomed. Having 
been compelled to flee the country where their families had lived for generations they settled in the 
Washington Heights neighborhood of New York City. Although there already existed a number of Shuls 
in the area, they did not feel comfortable with the unfamiliar traditions that these shuls followed. Not 
wanting to offend the already established congregations they discreetly organized periodic minyonim on 
Shabbosos in the apartments of the participants. Eventually they were able to rent out various venues in 
which to hold their services.  

When Rav Breuer zt”l arrived in New York in February 1939, this group of individuals, a number of whom 
had been his students in Frankfurt, approached him to lead them in their venture to establish a proper 
congregation which would follow the German traditions. The rest, as they say, is history.  

Although Congregation K’hal Adath Jeshurun was officially incorporated in May 1939, its real inception 
occurred almost a year earlier. There exist very few written records regarding the events that led up to 
the official founding of the congregation. I have in my possession one such document. Pictured below is a 
postcard dated July 28, 1938 sent to my great-grandfather, Mr. Abraham Gruenebaum z”l, from Mr. Fred 
Stern z”l (739 W. 186th St). In it Mr. Stern, who came from the same town of Bruckenau, Germany as my 
great-grandfather, tells of a new minyan which had been established and invited him to join. (See translation 
below.) Mrs. Annie Nussbaum recalls how as a young girl she accompanied her father to attend this minyan 
in Mr. Stern’s apartment. It is worth reflecting back on the modest beginnings of our illustrious Kehilla 
and how, through the hard work of a handful of determined men and women, K’hal Adath Jeshurun was 
founded and became the world-renowned example of the all-encompassing Torah community.  
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Translation of Post Card dated July 28, 1938 
Esteemed Mr. Gruenebaum: 
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Many thanks for your postcard.  I am glad to be able to tell you that your wish with regard to a Minyan 
has – so to say – already come about, since, in the meantime, we have founded a congregation. 

"האי    for the םימים טובי   we shall rent a place near our apartments. 
 
As soon as I know more details, you will be notified, and I will gladly welcome you 
as a co-worker for our cause.  Until then I would ask you to keep this confidential for 
obvious reasons. 
 
We have also taken up the question of a Shul, but this can be discussed only after י"ט. 
 
With best good שבת greetings, also to your family, 
Fred 
 
KOLLEL BREAKFAST 

The 41st Annual Kollel Breakfast took place on Monday, May 28th/ 14 Sivan. A full report will be included 
in the next issue of the KAJN, בע''ה. 

NEW SEFER 

We are pleased to congratulate Rabbi Rafael Bachrach, one of our Chavrei HaKollel, on the recent 
publication of his sefer, Be’er Shlomo on topics related to the Moadim. We extend a hearty Mazel Tov, and 
hope that this is only the first of many, as he continues to both learn and be marbitz Torah. 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY BRUNCH 

By Mrs. Judy Fulda 

The Spring Brunch, an annual event held as a Ladies Auxiliary fundraiser for Yeshiva Rabbi Samson Raphael 
Hirsch, was held this year on Sunday May 13/28 Iyar with 3 most worthy honorees. Mrs. Cindy Klugmann 
served as the capable Mistress of Ceremonies. She welcomed the crowd and began the Brunch with the 
recital of a kapitel of Tehillim for Eretz Yisroel. She explained that just as one doesn't make Brochos and 
lengthy hachonos (preparations) before doing chessed but rather jumps right in, so too should one seize 
the moment to support the work of the Yeshiva. 
 
We were graced with the presence of our dear Rebbetzin, Rebbetzin Gelley, who spoke with reverence 
about the Rav zt”l who was recently niftar. Rav Gelley’s tenure with the Kehilla was close to three decades, 
in which time “he raised the bar for us in serving Hashem bein odom lechaveiro and bein odom laMakom 
(between man and his fellow and between man and G-d).” She also elucidated the reason why we make a 
siyum when we finish learning something: upon completing a tractate, We are a different person and we 
celebrate the new person we have become. So, too, at the end of a YRSRH school year, we recognize 
that the talmidim have evolved and have become better ovdei Hashem! The Rebbetzin's warm words 
introducing each of the honorees were particularly meaningful.   
 
Mrs. Claudia Israel, YRSRH’s boys’ third grade General Studies teacher for the past 17 years, was the 
Faculty Awardee. The Genral Studies’ principal, Ms. Odelia Schlisser, lauded Mrs. Israel's selfless care for 
her students and shared how impressed she has been working with Mrs. Israel. One of Mrs. Israel's 
daughters, Mrs. Shifra Straus, read a moving poem on behalf of all the Israel children. An adorable highlight 
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of the award was when Mrs. Israel's third graders came up on  stage for a few moments and were each 
given a chance to tell everyone what they enjoyed most about being her students. Mrs. Israel modestly 
accepted the honor, not for herself but on behalf of her profession. She thanked her family, colleagues, 
administrators and her parents for all they have done for her. 
 
The Kalinsky children have such beautiful Midos which enhance every class they are in. What gives them 
such stellar Midos? The fact that Rabbi and Mrs. Kalinsky internalize how Torah learning transforms a 
family. Therefore, it was most befitting to honor Mrs. Elisheva Kalinsky with the Mother of the Year award. 
Mrs. Kalinsky, a strong supporter of YRSRH, accepted the award so that she could “take the opportunity 
to express gratitude to the Ladies Auxiliary and to the Yeshiva.” She feels blessed to have her children 
attending an institution with such “hislahavus (passion) for Torah, with focus on each individual student 
and an out-of-town feel.” She credits her mother and mother-in-law with being her positive role models 
for parenting. The Kalinsky daughters paid tribute to their mother with a touching poem. “Parent of the 
Year?” they asked. “You've been Parent of the Past 17 Years!” 
 
Community Service Awardee, Mrs. Alison Cohen, kept the audience in stitches upon accepting her award. 
Mrs. Cohen and her husband, Craig, have been involved members of the Washington Heights community 
for many years. Mrs. Cohen, a true “gutte neshomo,” was described as a “marvel at shlepping, planning 
and arranging.” She has used her many skills as organizer of the YRSRH PTA as well as the Box Top 
program in addition to having a welcoming home open to all. She thanked her co-presidents and previous 
PTA presidents and asserted that Washington Heights is a “place like no other!” Mrs. Cohen's daughter 
gave her mother a beautiful tribute, saying, “If we could choose any mother, we'd choose you!”  Mrs. Sari 
Levi extolled her virtues, particularly the virtue that “No” is just not a word in Mrs. Cohen's vocabulary!   
 
Rabbi Yehuda Moller, Menahel of the elementary school, gave some closing remarks indicating his 
admiration for the roles of all three women. He commented about Mrs. Israel's job always being done 
with positivity and good cheer. He remarked about the graciousness and wonderful attitude of the 
Kalinskys and let the crowd know that, “When you see a Kalinsky child, Derech Eretz is written all over 
his or her face.” He marveled that, “somehow, anytime the Yeshiva is doing something, Mrs. Cohen is 
there! When there's a need, she's available.” Rabbi Moller also made mention of the fact that so much 
that lands on his desk nowadays used to (quietly and without fanfare) have been taken care of by Rebbetzin 
Gelley, who took on so much in order that our YRSRH children could have what they needed. 
 
Ms. Shayna Kahn, a graduate of YRSRH, is blessed with a beautiful voice; she used her talents to entertain 
the women by singing several heartfelt songs appropriate to the occasion. 
 
The Brunch itself was delicious, catered by Mr. Yitz Dyckman of Lechayim Caterers. Thanks go to the 
young women of the community who volunteered their services either by serving as waitresses or 
babysitters. The Ladies Auxiliary did an outstanding job choosing honorees and setting up the venue in a 
spectacular floral motif. Special thanks go to those who donated items for the raffle and, most importantly, 
to the kind and generous sponsors of the event.  
 
 IN OUR YESHIVA ל"ג בעומר

The elementary and pre-school departments of our Yeshiva enjoyed outings and a Medura in the school 
yard, as they celebrated Lag BeOmer with the complement of some exceptionally summer-like weather 
(90-plus degrees on May 3rd!)  
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SISTERHOOD LECTURES 

Lecture by Rabbi Seplowitz 
On April 24/10 Iyar, the Sisterhood heard a lecture in honor of Sefiras haOmer by Rabbi Yerachmiel 
Seplowitz. Rabbi Seplowitz is no stranger to Washington Heights, having lived here for several years with 
his wife some years ago. He trained as a mohel under Rabbi Edwin Katzenstein, and aside from being a 
mohel, is a sofer and the chaplain at The Fountainview, an independent living facility for seniors in Monsey. 
 
Rabbi Seplowitz began his lecture by asking some very novel questions. For instance, why does the aveilus 
of the Sefira season last for weeks; though the Talmidim of Rabi Akiva were indeed niftar for such a period 
of time, would not one day suffice? After all, even Tisha B'Av, the fast commemorating the destruction of 
the Bais Hamikdash is only one day! Additionally, why do we mark the end of/break in the Aveilus with 
celebrations (on La"g BaOmer) when we don't do that for other periods of mourning? And, if Pesach 
Sheini is the make-up date” for the Korban Pesach, and we certainly don't say Tachanun on Pesach, why 
do we say Tachanun (in KAJ) on Pesach Sheini? 
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In his charming, entertaining manner, Rabbi Seplowitz proceeded to answer these questions. Some of the 
takeaway messages that the listeners gained were the following: 
 
-Everyone needs to be sensitive to the feelings of others and one can't “be frum” on someone else's 
back. 
-We should all learn to emulate Rabi Akiva’s trait of optimism; he lost so much but never gave up. 
-Since Pesach Sheini was an additional opportunity to bring the Korban Pesach, and since 2000 years 
have passed without the Bais HaMikdash, 4000 opportunities to bring this korban have been in effect 
missed. 
-We are as much to blame for the Churban as the individuals who harbored Sinas Chinom and a lack of 
Ahavas Yisroel, at the time of the Churbon, since the Beis HaMikdosh still has not been rebuilt in our 
day. This should spur us on to engage in acts of Ahavas Chinam and in their merit, it will be rebuilt 
speedily in our days. 
 
Lecture by Rabbi Zaitschek 
Although the night of May 15/2 Sivan was cold, blustery and stormy the women of the Sisterhood once 
again came together for a lecture, and were treated to a warm, wonderful lecture by Rabbi Baruch 
Zaitschek, entitled, “A Gourmet Recipe-Savoring the Sweetness of Our Precious Torah.” Mrs. Judy Fulda 
welcomed and thanked all who braved the nasty weather, promising them “lefum tzaara agra 
(commensurate to the suffering is the reward).” She began her introduction by gratefully acknowledging 
Mrs. Rivka Moeller for taking the initiative to share a wonderful resource. Some months back, Mrs. Moeller 
had heard Rabbi Zaitschek speak and had enjoyed his talk immensely. She thought he would be a most 
apropos speaker for our women and immediately contacted the Sisterhood board with the suggestion. 
Mrs. Fulda, on behalf of the Sisterhood board, encouraged all in attendance to similarly let the board know 
of topics they have an interest in hearing about and speakers they have heard that they recommend. This 
type of feedback is most valuable, allowing the Sisterhood to create programming according to the specific 
wishes and preferences of the women. 

Rabbi Zaitschek, indeed, rewarded those assembled with a most inspiring pre-Shavuos shiur. Rabbi 
Zaitschek, who grew up in Washington Heights, and some of whose children attended YRSRH, lives in 
Mamaroneck and is the founder and director of the Jewish Education Program (JEP) of Westchester, an 
organization devoted to religious outreach. Each year, said Rabbi Zaitschek, it is our job to accept the 
Torah anew, giving our Kabbolas HaTorah freshness and excitement. The Chofetz Chaim says on the 
words “VeHaarev na” that we should make our taste buds sweet receptors for Torah, otherwise it may 
be bitter to us.  

When we appreciate that we were given Toras Emes and recognize that HaKodosh Boruch Hu gave us 
the clear truth in a world of sheker (falsehood) we can then transmit the love of Torah to those less 
fortunate, those who have yet to taste the sweetness of Torah. With an intermarriage rate in the US of 
over 60% it is clear that most of Hashem’s children have sadly gone “off the derech.” So many people 
erroneously believe that the Torah was written by people. Each Jew has a Yiddishe neshomo that wants 
to connect to G-d but there is so much debris under which it is buried. Rabbi Zaitschek shared fascinating 
stories of how he was able to “sweep away the garbage” to uncover the pristine soul underneath, enabling 
the people to see the emes. He imparted some suggestions of how we, even though we are not “kiruv 
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professionals,” can draw people closer to their religion and recognize its beauty. As Rabbi Zaitschek 
quipped, “The process of kiruv is Yiddel by Yiddel!” 
 

SENIOR SOCIAL CLUBS 

On Monday evening, May 14/Leil Rosh Chodesh Sivan, about 100 people were held spellbound as Rabbi 
Paysach Krohn recounted story after story of Emunah and Hashgacha Pratis in his Shavuos lecture titled 
“Reaching the Pinnacle" - Championing our Eternal Torah Values. 

 
Rabbi Krohn hailed the Mitzvah of Kibud Av voEim, recounting how every Thursday, regardless of where 
he is in the world, he holds a fifteen-minute conference call with his grandchildren called “Zeidy Time”. 
But on the other hand he warned that “We have come from a generation where children feared parents 
to a generation of parents fearing children.” Don’t let them sit in your chair; have your kids do errands 
for you he urged. Be a team because team stands for: Together Everyone Accomplishes More! 
 
Rabbi Krohn ended his lecture with an emphasis on the importance of having a Lev Tov, an appropriate 
Midah for the period of Sefira. 
 
NEWS FROM MORIAH SENIOR CENTER 

In conjunction with their unit on “VeHadarta Penei Zakein”, Yeshiva RSR Hirsch Pre-1A boys paired up 
with Moriah seniors for a rousing game of Intergenerational Bingo. The laughter and camaraderie rang 
throughout the hall. 
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Everyone agreed that we needed more activities like this, so we invited the boys back for an 
Intergenerational Shavuos Project in May. While our seniors crafted a bouquet of flower pens in a vase, 
they also assisted each boy in making a flower pen of his own to take home. Stay tuned for an 
Intergenerational Music Monday in June! 

 

In mid-May, Moriah seniors embarked on a trip to the New York Historical Society, for a guided tour of 
their exhibition titled “Walk This Way: Footwear from the Stuart Weitzman Collection of Historic Shoes”. The 
exhibition considers the story of the shoe from the perspectives of collection, consumption, presentation, 
and production with more than 100 pairs of shoes on view. Simultaneously, it explores larger trends in 
American economic history, from industrialization to the rise of consumer culture, with a focus on 
women’s contributions as makers, designers, and entrepreneurs. We also viewed “Feathers: Fashion and 
the Fight for Wildlife”, an exhibition which examines the circumstances that inspired early 
environmentalists—many of them women and New Yorkers—to champion the protection of endangered 
birds. It was fascinating to see how history, culture and fashion collide. 

Moriah is dedicated to providing our seniors free access to quality music both on and off site. It should be 
noted that the Sunday prior to Memorial Day interested seniors were given complimentary tickets to the 
New York Youth Symphony’s spring concert at Carnegie Hall. We offer this opportunity to our members 
several times a year with rave reviews. 

On Memorial Day, music filled the hall as Roman Lankios displayed remarkable skill on his multilevel 
xylophone. This was certainly no child’s play as he engaged the audience with upbeat melodies that had 
everyone swaying to the music and clapping along!  

Moriah is actively seeking volunteers to assist with check-in and lunch service. Volunteer for an hour, 
volunteer once a week, or volunteer more often. The choice is yours. If you are interested it being part 
of our warm and welcoming environment, please call us at 212-923-5715. 

If you are 60+, working or retired, this might be the time to come in and register. See what Moriah can 
offer you. If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter via email, please contact us at 
moriahcenter@gmail.com.  

 

mailto:moriahcenter@gmail.com
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SHIURIM NOTICES 

Rav Mantel’s Tuesday evening Minchas Chinuch shiur takes place in the Sulzbach Shiur Room 45 
minutes before the second Maariv.  
 
Thursday Night Chumash Shiur  

 Begins  Maariv 
June 7 8:30 שלח Rabbi Yosef Cohen 9:15 
June 14 8:35 קרח Rabbi Binyomin Newman 9:20 

 
Sisterhood Shabbos Shiur 

The following shiurim will take place at 5:30 PM in 90 Bennett Avenue 

June 9 שלח Rabbi Avrohom Gordimer 
June 16 קרח Rebbetzin Shmuel Yeshaya Keller  
June 23     חקת  Mr. Michael Gutmann 
June 30  בלק Mrs. Devorah Strauch 

 
Fort Tryon Nursing Home Shiur 

June 9 7:35 שלח Rabbi Avrohom Gordimer 
June 16 7:35 קרח Annual Seudoh Shlishis in Moller Hall 
June 23     7:35  חקת Mr. Michael Gutmann 
June 30  7:35 בלק Mrs. Devorah Strauch 
July 7 7:35 פינחס Mr. Albert Blank 
 

Tuesday Morning NaCh Shiur 

Rebbetzin Mantel’s Tuesday morning NaCh Shiur for ladies takes place in the Agudah Shul at 10:15 AM, 
Tuesday mornings. 

SOCIAL REGISTER 

We extend our heartiest mazel tov wishes to Rebbetzin Gelley on the birth of her great-grandson.  
Best wishes to the parents, Levi and Leah Kemeny and the grandparents, Dayan and Rebbetzin 
Menachem Gelley. 

Shaya and Leah Tesser happily announce the engagement of their daughter, Henny, to Dovi 
Kaufman.  Mazel tov to the parents, Rabbi and Mrs. Dovid Kaufman, the grandparents, Rabbi and 
Mrs. Edwin Katzenstein, Mrs. Edith Tesser, Rabbi and Mrs. Shlomo Lesin and Mrs. Risha 
Kaufman. 

It gives us pleasure to extend mazel tov wishes to Mrs. Karla Wertheim on the birth of her great-
grandson.  Mazel tov to the parents, Zelig and Chanie Elbaum.  Special mazel tov to the grandparents, 
Rabbi and Mrs. Sholom Smith and Rabbi and Mrs. Shlomo Elbaum.  Mazel tov to the great-
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Smith and Mrs. Zitta Elbaum. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Strauss are happy to announce the birth of their granddaughter, Chava Rochel. 
Best wishes to the parents, Shimon Dovid and Blima Godick, the grandmother, Mrs. Elaine 
Lambert and the great-grandmother, Mrs. Esther Silbermintz. 

Our heartiest mazel tov wishes to Rabbi and Mrs. Yaakov Bechhofer and Mr. and Mrs. Naftoli 
Straus on the birth of their grandson.  All our good wishes to the parents, Levi Yosef and Devorah 
Bechhofer, and the great-grandmother, Mrs. Meta Bechhofer. 

It gives us pleasure to extend mazel tov wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Julius Klugman on the birth of their 
great-granddaughter.  Mazel tov to the parents, Rabbi and Mrs. Shlomo Kleinerman of Eretz Yisroel, 
and the grandparents, Rabbi and Mrs. Avrohom Yaakov Schwab. 

Mrs. Edith Erlbach happily announces the birth of her great-granddaughter born to Meir Simcha and 
Miriam Mayerfeld.  Mazel tov to the grandparents, Rabbi and Mrs. Uri Mayerfeld and Rabbi and 
Mrs. Jacob Posen of Bensonhurst. 

Double mazel tov wishes to Mrs. Fejgy Jacobovits on the Bar Mitzvah of two grandsons, Akiva Daniel 
Jacobovits and Baruch Daniel Leiter.  Mazel tov to the parents, Moshe Yehuda and Rivky 
Jacobovits and Avi and Dinah Leiter. 
 
Mazel tov to Mr. and Mrs. Samson R. Bechhofer on the birth of their grandson born to their children, 
Shlomo and Esti Bechhofer.  Our good wishes to the great-grandmothers, Mrs. Meta Bechhofer 
and Mrs. Martha Hexter. 

Rabbi and Mrs. Yosef Ettlinger happily announce the birth of their twins, a son and daughter, in 
Yerushalayim. Mazel tov to the grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Ettlinger and Rabbi and Mrs. Yoel 
Neumann and the great-grandparents, Mrs. Hanna Neumann and Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Seidemann. 

Heartiest mazel tov wishes to Rabbi and Mrs. L. Leslie Weis on the birth of a son to their 
grandchildren, Chaim and Esti Zidele.  Mazel tov to the grandparents, Aron and Baila Weis and Mr. 
and Mrs. Yitzchok Zidele, and the great-grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Ephraim Miller, Rabbi and 
Mrs. Shmuel Tropper and Mr. and Mrs. Avrohom Zidele. 
 
It gives us pleasure to extend mazel tov wishes to Rabbi and Mrs. Chanoch Katzenstein on the 
engagement of their son, Rafi to Devorah Leah Olen. Mazel tov to the Kallah’s parents, Rabbi and 
Mrs. Simcha Olen of Kensington and the Choson’s grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Eric Katzenstein. 
 
All our good wishes to Mrs. Rivka Moeller on the birth of her twin great-great-granddaughters.  Mazel 
tov to the parents, Moshe and Dina Maizes, the grandparents, Yaakov Gershon and Chaya 
Rennert and the great-grandparents, Yitzchok and Naomi Steinberg. 
 
Mazel tov to Mr. and Mrs. Simcha Klein on the birth of their great-granddaughter. Best wishes to the 
parents, Betzalel and Itty Bree and the grandparents, Mrs. Eva Bree and Mr. and Mrs. Eliezer 
Klein. 
 
Heartiest mazel tov wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Eliyahu Goldwasser on the birth of their son. Mazel tov 
to the grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Ettlinger and Mr. and Mrs. Avrohom Goldwasser, and the 
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great-grandparents, Mr. Chaim Goldwasser, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Seidemann and Mrs. 
Goldstein. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Levi and Karin Kluger happily announce the birth of a granddaughter, Maayan Chava, 
born to their children, Leah and Nata Akuka. 
 
Our heartiest mazel tov wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Victor Sussman on the marriage of their son, Dovid 
Moshe to Frumet Tova Greenberg.  Mazel tov to the Kalloh’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Shais 
Greenberg. 
 
It gives us pleasure to extend our good wishes to Mr. and Mrs. David Rubinstein on the marriage of 
their daughter, Aliza, to Moishy Quezada, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mordechai Quezada of Montreal.  
Mazel tov to the grandparents, Mrs. Elsa Rubinstein and Mr. and Mrs. Sanford Simmons. 
 
Heartiest mazel tov wishes to Naftali and Elisheva Pfeiffer on the birth of their son.  Our best wishes 
to the grandparents, Sydney and Hetti Pfeiffer and Howie and Eileen Weinstein. 
 
Mazel tov to Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wimpfheimer on the birth of their great-granddaughter. Our best 
wishes to the parents, Shachar and Ariel Wimpfheimer, the grandparents, Orit and Jan 
Wimpfheimer and the great-grandparents, the Schwartz and Kaplan families. 
 
All the best to Rabbi and Mrs. Solomon Jacobovits on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Shmuel.  
Mazel tov to his parents, Rabbi and Mrs. Dovid Yankelewitz. 
 
All our good wishes to Mrs. Sonya Loeb on the engagement of her granddaughter, Aliza Potesky to 
Louis Rosenberg and her grandson. Eliezer Kranz to Devorah Hirsch.  Mazel tov to the parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Yaakov Potesky and Mr. and Mrs. Alex Kranz.   At the same time, we are delighted 
to wish Mr. and Mrs. Potesky and Mrs. Loeb another mazel tov on the occasion of the birth of sons 
to Shlomo and Tehila Potesky and Chaim and Chaya Sara Kranz.  
 
Mazel tov to Mrs. Brendle Lasdun on the birth of her granddaughter, born to her children, Maier and 
Ahuva Lasdun.  Our best wishes to the great-grandmother, Mrs. Margot Lasdun. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Schuster happily announce the birth of their grandson.  Mazel tov to the parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Moshe Schuster and the grandparents, Dr. and Mrs. David Resnick. 
 
It gives us much pleasure to extend mazel tov wishes to Dr. and Mrs. Elliott Gutman on the birth of 
their granddaughter.  Mazel tov to the parents, Mr. and Mrs. Eli Hutman and the grandfather, Mr. 
Emanuel Hutman. 
 
Our heartiest mazel tov wishes to Dr. and Mrs. Henry Joshua on the birth of their grandson.  All the 
best to the parents, Jonathan and Janet Joshua. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Whenever Maariv is recited before nightfall, as it is in Shul on Friday evenings and the first Maariv on 
weekdays, one is obligated to repeat the three Parashiyos of Shema after night.  

• Mincha Gedola in Shul Mo-Th: 1:30 PM through May 31st. 
 1:35 PM June 4 – June 21st 

Forthcoming Events 
• Shabbos, June 16 – Shabbos Chizuk and Seudoh Shlishis 
 

 

A large kosher WH apartment is available for sublet 
from mid-June through mid-August. 

 
Please contact yakovkirschenbaum@yahoo.com or 212-203-3650 (cell). 

 
 

 

EVAN MONUMENTS    אבן צבותמ  

MONUMENTS AND GRAVE BEDS 
 
 

GARY EICHHORN 
 

Showroom 
1898 Flatbush Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11210 
 

Telephone: 718-375-5333 Fax: 718-252-9300 
 

 
 

  

mailto:yakovkirschenbaum@yahoo.com


 

Vol. 48, No. 8 KAJ NEWSLETTER Page 18 

 
 

FROM THE KEHILLA 
 

Rebbetzin Angeline Gelley and family and the entire Kehilla mourn the passing of her husband, their father 
and our Rav, Rav Zachariah Gelley, זצ"ל 

Mrs. Anne Strauss (346 Robin Road, Englewood, NJ) and family and Mrs. Judith Levi (56 Bennett Avenue) 
mourn the passing of her husband, their father and brother and our member, Mr. Michael Strauss 

Mrs. Chaim Rosen (864 44th Street, Brooklyn) and Mr. Aaron Adler (6 Broadway, Lawrence) mourn the 
passing of their mother, our member, Mrs. Ilse Adler (864 44th Street, Brooklyn) 

Mrs. Soroh Metz (1655 E. 7th Street, Brooklyn), Mr. Avi Metz and Mr. Shimon Metz mourns the passing of 
her husband, their father and our member, Mr. Elliott Metz 

Mrs. Ruthie Hirsch (31 Bennett Avenue), Mrs. Shoshana Goldman, Mrs. Tova Lehmann, Mrs. Rochel 
Kreimerman (111 Kensington Terrace # 2, Passaic) and Miss Yosefa Hirsch mourn the passing of her 
husband, their father and our member, Mr. Naftoli Hirsch  

Mrs. Brendle Lasdun and children (44 Bennett Avenue), Mrs. Margot Lasdun (110 Bennett Avenue), Mrs. 
Rochel Tannenbaum (6104 Lyndon B. Johnson FWY, Apt. 2302, Dallas, TX 75240), Mrs. Miriam 
Hoffman (131 Bennett Avenue), Dr. Avi Lasdun (110 Bennett Avenue) and Rabbi Ezra Lasdun (100 
Bennett Avenue) mourn the passing of her husband, their father, son and brother and our member, 
Rabbi Yosef Lasdun 

 
 
GEMILLUS CHASSODIM & FREE LOAN FUND 
Zum Andenken an Frau Rabbiner Rika Breuer, o.h. (Sivan) ............................................................... 86.70 
Mrs. Jeanette Baum for Yahrzeit of her beloved father, Jacob Kohn,  הח"ר יעקב בן מורינו 
 18.00 ………………………………………………………………… הרב אליעזר הכהן קאהן ז"ל (י' אייר)
Mrs. Rivky Cohn for Yahrzeit of her mother, Shoshana Raizel bas Shalom, o.h. (20 Iyar)…… 18.00 
Rabbi and Mrs. Elchonon Stern for Yahrzeit of his grandfather, ל"ז ' אלחנן בן ר' מנחםר  ………  25.00 
 
____________ 
DONATION 
Sefer שרשי מנהג אשכנז on הנהגת תפילין בחול המועד donated by Mr. and Mrs. Yisroel Gradman 
Ten Artscroll Siddurim donated by Mr. and Mrs. Yosef Cohen in memory of his parents, Maurice and 
Jessie Cohen, ע"ה. 
Fifteen Roedelheim Siddurim donated in honor of Mr. Kurt Katz by his wife, children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren 
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SHOVUOS FLOWERS 2018 
We thank the following donors for contributing towards the beautiful flower decorations in 

our Synagogue

 

Mrs. Ray Adler 
Mrs. Giselle Alpert 
Miss Rochel Alpert 
Mr. and Mrs. Chaim Aschkenasy 
Mrs. Shirley Auslander  
Mr. Ernest Bacharach 
Mr. and Mrs. Rafael Bachrach  
Mrs. Honey Banin 
Ms. Jane Baranker 
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Basker 
Rabbi and Mrs. Yossi Basker 
Mr. Joel Bassan 
Mr. and Mrs. Samson R. Bechhofer 
Rabbi and Mrs. Yaakov Bechhofer 
Mrs. Pauline Berger 
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Bernstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Blank 
Ms. Hilary Bloch 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Bodenheim 
Mr. David Braham 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Breiner 
Hon. and Mrs. Herman Cahn 
Mr. Milton Cahn 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Cohen 
Mr. and Mrs. Yosef Cohen 
Rabbi and Mrs. Bert Cohn 
Mrs. Tova Cohn 
Mrs. Edith Erlbach 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Ettlinger 
Mr. and Mrs. Gidon Feigenbaum 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Friedman  
Rabbi and Mrs. Yehoshua Fulda 
Mr. Michael Goldman 
Mr. Sydney Gordon 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Gottesman 
Miss Riva Gottesman 
Mr. and Mrs. Yisroel Gradman 
Mr. Jonathan Gruenebaum  
Mrs. Ruth Grunwald 
Dr. and Mrs. Elliott Gutman 
Mr. Sidney Gutman 
Mr. and Mrs. Avram J. Gutmann 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Gutmann 
Mr. and Mrs. Yitzchok Gutterman 
Dr. and Mrs. Johny Hellmann 
Mr. and Mrs. David Hoff 
Rabbi and Mrs. Avrohom Hoffman 
Mrs. Esther Jacobovits 
Rabbi and Mrs. Solomon Jacobovits 
Rabbi and Mrs. Edwin Katzenstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Naftoly Katzenstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kinderman 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael F. Kirschner 
Mr. and Mrs. Julius J. Klugman 
Mr. and Mrs. Moshe Meir Klugman 
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Klugmann 
Mr. and Mrs. Naftoli Lehmann 
Mrs. Judith Levi 
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Lewin 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Loeb 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lomner 
Mr. and Mrs. Theo Lomnitz 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Mansbach 
Mr. and Mrs. Moses Marx 
Mr. and Mrs. Mendy Meyer 
Mrs. Rivka Moeller 
Mrs. Rita Moss 
Mr. and Mrs. Yehuda Nathan 
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Mrs. Annie Nussbaum 
Mr. and Mrs. Naftali Pfeiffer 
Mrs. Miriam Reiss 
Mr. and Mrs. Elan Rieser 
Miss Aliza Rubinstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Boruch Schechter 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Schwarz 
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph Silverman 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Sommer 
Mrs. Ina Sondheim 
Mr. Kenny Sommer 
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Spitz 
Mr. and Mrs. Moishe Spreiregen 
Mr. and Mrs. David Stern (Bennett Ave) 
Rabbi and Mrs. Elchonon Stern 

Miss Jeannette Stern 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Strauss 
Mrs. Sophie Taub 
Ms. Chava Torand 
Rabbi and Mrs. Schemuel van Messel 
Mrs. Sandra Wachspress 
Mr. Norbert Wartelsky 
Mrs. Sonja Wechsler 
Rabbi and Mrs. Raphael M. Weis 
Mr. and Mrs. Gunther Weiskopf 
Miss Aura Weltman 
Dr. and Mrs. Morris Whitcup 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wimpfheimer 
N.N. 
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Photo credits: 
 

We thank the following individuals for providing many of the photographs in this issue: Messrs. Alan 
Ettlinger, Ben Ettlinger, Avram J. Gutmann, Rabbi Avi Rogin, Norbert Wartelsky, Mrs. Shuli Gutmann, Mrs. 
Molly Resnick and YRSRH. 
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SHAATNEZ 
Shaatnez (wool and linen) is often found in garments bought even from a reliable Jewish clothing store. 
Therefore, it is forbidden to wear any man’s, woman’s or child’s garment that contains wool or linen 
until it has been determined not to contain shaatnez. To determine whether your garment is shaatnez-free, 
garments may be dropped off at the Kehilla office, 714 W. 186th Street at the following times: 

Weekdays 10:00 – 4:30 
Fridays 10:00 – 12:00 

If you are not available at these times, please make an appointment by emailing 
shaatnez@kajinc.org.  If you do not have email, call 212-795-5693 and leave a message. 

Rabbi Kalman Strauss will test the garments on our premises. 

Please note that it is important to leave on tags with information where garment is manufactured and 
list of materials contained in it. 

 

Chevra Kadisha 
When the services of the Chevra Kadisha are required - Bar Minon - kindly 

contact any of the following immediately: 

OFFICE OF THE CONGREGATION 
1-212-923-3582 

RABBI EDWIN KATZENSTEIN-730 Ft. Washington Avenue 
201-579-0483 

LEON GERSTLE – 100 Bennett 
Avenue Cell: 917-733-3639 

All levaya arrangements must be made verbally with the Chevra Kadisha or the Kehilla office. 
Family members should not contact the Plaza Jewish Community Chapel. To avoid mix-ups, the 
Chevra Kadisha will communicate with the Plaza Jewish Community Chapel regarding levaya 
arrangements. 

 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Synagogue, 85-93 Bennett Avenue, New York, NY 10033 

 

Office: 700 W. 186 Street 212-923-3582 
212-923-5936 

Rav Yisroel Mantel (Study) 212-781-1345 

E-mail office@kajinc.org Rav Jacob Posen 212-740-0020 
Fax  212-781-4275 Rav Chaim Kohn 718—252-3343 
 Email:                                        rabbikohn@gmail.com  

Phone in Shul 212-923-3614              Rabbi Moses Edelstein 845-425-9089 
Mikveh - 4351 Broadway 212-923-1100 Fax                                   845-356-2938 
Yeshiva Executive Office 212-568-6250 Email:                                        kashrus@kajinc.org 
Beth Hamedrash Payphone 212-928-9981 Mr. Victor Sussman               212-568-2867 
Yeshiva Office 212-568-6200 Kehilla Maintenance maintenance@kajinc.org 
Mesivta Office 212-781-3399 Moriah Senior Center 212-923-5715 

 
 

 

Jewish Community Council 212-568-5450 www.moriahseniorcenter.org 
 

HATZOLOH: 1-212-230-1000 or 1-212-387-1750 

mailto:shaatnez@kajinc.org
mailto:office@kajinc.org
mailto:rabbikohn@gmail.com
mailto:maintenance@kajinc.org
http://www.moriahseniorcenter.org/
http://www.moriahseniorcenter.org/
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