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NOTICE FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 

For information about the virtual Shiurim being offered by the Kehilla, as well as other matters of note 

during the current ongoing situation, please check the Kehilla’s website, kajinc.org, which is updated 

frequently. Additionally, a daily email is sent out to members containing updated, pertinent information. 

RAV DR. JOSEPH BREUER זצ''ל 

Tuesday, the third of Iyar (April 27th) marks the fortieth Yahrzeit of our unforgettable Rav Dr. Joseph 

Breuer זצ''ל. Our Kehilla, Yeshiva, institutuions and organizations that are a part therof are all the result 

of his vision of תורה עם דרך ארץ and what the scope and nature of a true Kehilla is—and his unbending 

dedication thereto. “May the lasting zechus of our late Rav  זצ''ל become a wellspring of new life and 

blessing for his Kehilla and Yeshiva. May his indelible memory inspire us…throughout the years to come 

to double and triple our efforts in behalf of the sacred institutions which he has nourished with his life-

blood.” Those were the profound words of Rav Schwab who reminded us that גדולים צדיקים במיתתן- the 

righteous are even greater after death  than during their lifetime. 
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When Rav Breuer came to Washington Heights in 1939 he was almost sixty years old and had been Rosh 

Yeshiva and KlausRabbiner in Frankfurt. However, despite his age, the Rav forged ahead and worked to 

rebuild a Kehilla on these shores. Rav Gelley once likened it to Rabi Akiva who, despite having suffered 

the loss of his 24,000 talmidim, did not despair, but taught the five famous talmidim from whom the Torah 

we have today emanated. (Pictured above, Rav Breuer with Rav Yaakov Perlow and Mr. Jacob Breuer, at 

a Yom HaKohol in the 1970’s, a precursor to today’s annual Kollel Breakfast.) 

In honor of the Rav’s fortieth Yahrzeit, Rabbi Yitzchok Bechhofer, a great-grandson of Rav Breuer, gave 

that week’s Thursday night Chumash Shiur, by teleconference. 

On  ליל ג' אייר Rav Mantel spoke about Rav Breuer and the impact the Rav and his vision continue to have 

in our Kehilla. Rav Mantel noted that, with our not having had the opportunity this past Pesach for 

Hazkoras Neshomos in Shul, a most appropriate way of marking Rav Breuer’s Yahrzeit would be by 

learning Mishnayos, and giving Tzedoko, to our Yeshiva, the institution which Rav Breuer founded and 

cherished. 

 יהי זכרו ברוך

RAV ZACHARIA GELLEY זצ''ל 

The second Yahrzeit of our late, revered Rav, Rav Zacharia Gelley זצ''ל, is on the 4th of Iyar (Wednesday, 

April 28th). Rav Gelley embodied גאונות in תורה together with outstanding warmth and care for every 

Yehudi, which the Kehilla benefited from for over thirty years. Pictured below left, Rav Gelley with Rav 

Schwab, זכרונם לברכה; below right, at the Kehilla’s Simchas Beis HoShoeiva, with, יבלח''ט, Rav Mantel and 

Rav Yehoshua Rubanowitz. 

 

  
 
Rav Gelley was born in Budapest, Hungary, and raised in Topolcany, Czechoslovakia, the family seat, 

before moving to Hungary during World War II. After the war he went to England to learn in the 

Sunderland Yeshiva (as there were no Yeshivos remaining in Czechoslovakia) and later joined the 

Gateshead Kollel where he developed his great Torah-scholarship. He subsequently became the Rosh 

Yeshiva in Sunderland, serving with distinction for twenty-two years, before joining Rav Schwab in the 

Rabbinate of K’hal Adath Jeshurun in 1987/5747.  Rav Gelley’s tremendous Gadlus BaTorah, his Mesirus 

Nefesh for it, his love for his Kehilla, and his sterling Midos were outstanding and famed.  

 
 יהי זכרו ברוך
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CHODESH NISON AND PESACH 5780 

Rosh Chodesh Nison this year marked not only the beginning of the Chodesh HaGeula, but also the 

somber completion of the first week since our Shul was forced to close temporarily, due to the threat of 

Covid-19. However, Nison—the month with arguably the busiest “schedule” of the Jewish year—also 

proved that our Kehilla is so much more than a Minyan, and that, while very regrettably our Shul and 

Yeshiva remain physically shuttered for the time being, Torah, Avoda, and Gemilus Chassodim, the pillars 

on which any true Kehilla must rest, have gone on, in perhaps more of an extraordinary fashion than usual. 

Beginning on the first Sunday night following the closure of Shul, Rav Mantel has been giving a nightly 

telephone Shiur, Sunday through Thursday, with Divrei Chizuk and Inyonei deYoma. After the call, Maariv 

is davened. The Rav also gave his annual Pesach Shiur by phone, focusing particularly on issues likely to 

come up in these unusual circumstances. The Rabbinate always deserves the Kehilla’s thanks, be it all year 

round or pre-Pesach, for the immense amount of work involved in preparing and delivering Deroshos, 

Shiurim and talks, overseeing our Hashgocho, answering the myriad Shaalos, and so much more. This year 

those thanks can only be expressed the more, and the Kehilla is truly grateful for the Rav’s leadership and 

guidance. 

The Thursday night Chumash Shiur has also continued, via teleconference, as have other Shiurim. The 

local Daf Yomi Chaburos learn daily via the Zoom video-conference platform. We express our thanks to 

the Magidei Shiur of all the Shiurim, most of whom were not necessarily considering a future in digital 

communications. A list of all Virtual Shiurim is available on the Kehilla’s website.  
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On the Gemillus Chasodim front, Messrs. Leon Gerstle and David Braham have volunteered and organized 

to pick up and deliver groceries or other necessities to those unable to go outside. Their services are 

very much appreciated, by the Kehilla and the recipients. Matzo pick-up had to be redesigned as well, with 

timeslots for appointments to assure safety as much as possible. Many thanks to Mr. Yisroel Sussman who 

both confirmed appointments and (as he does yearly) handled the actual on-site pick-up operations. At 

the same time, we also express our great thanks to Rabbi Ezra Lasdun and the Kehilla Office, for their 

ceaseless work under difficult circumstances. 

As Pesach approached, three sessions for Mechiras Chometz were set up, with Rav Mantel receiving the 

Shtoros in the Yeshiva’s school yard, while all those who came practiced social distancing. Those who did 

not feel comfortable venturing out were able to appoint a Sholiach or email their Shtar to the Kehilla 

Office. Under the same guidelines, a very subdued Biur Chometz was held on Erev Pesach between eight 

and eleven AM. 

The lack of Shul was, of course, felt even more acutely over Yom Tov. To help everyone prepare for the 

Yom Tov and its special Tefillos. the Kehilla provided recordings of Berach Dodi, Teflillas Tal, etc. For 

some Chol HaMoed entertainment, recordings of previous Choir concerts were also made available. 

RAV YAAKOV PERLOW זצ''ל 

It was with shock and sadness that the Kehilla learned of the petiro of Rav Yaakov Perlow זצ''ל, the 

Novominsker Rebbe, on י''ג ניסן. The Levaya was able to be joined by calling in. Rav Perlow—Nosi of 

Agudas Yisroel, and our former Rosh Yeshiva and Mesivta Rebbi—had still given the Thursday night 

Chumash Shiur to the Kehilla, this year by phone, only a very few days prior, on the 9th of Nison. 

Pictured directly following, Rav Perlow with Rav Mantel יבלח''ט, before the Shabbos HaGodol Thursday 

night Shiur two years ago in Shul. Further below, Rav Perlow is pictured with Rav Schwab at the 

celebratory opening of the Beis Medrash building in 1973. 
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Rav Perlow’s connection to our Kehilla and Yeshiva began in 1961, when he became the Rebbi of the 

second-highest Shiur in our Mesivta. Some years later, he was appointed the Rosh Yeshiva of our Beis 
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Medrash Yeshurun, during which time he also assumed the Rabbanus of the Agudah Beis Yosef Shul. It 

was there that he first established what became his famous Thursday Night Chumash Shiur, which 

eventually relocated to KAJ. Only in 1997 did Rav Perlow, long since living in Boro Park, give up the weekly 

trips he used to make to the Heights for the shiur. While the shiur continued with a rotation of Magidei 

Shiur, the Rebbe himself continued to speak at least twice-yearly, usually before Rosh HaShono/Shabbos 

Shuvo, and before Shabbos HaGodol. Rav Perlow also continued to participate in other Kehilla events, 

including the Kehilla’s Diamond Jubilee Melave Malka held in 2012, and, more recently, by video at this 

year’s Annual Dinner, in honor of Rav Meir Levi. 

We pray that the tremendous Zechuyos the Rebbi accrued, and all the Torah he was Marbitz in our 

Yeshiva and Kehilla, serve as a tremendous bulwark of merit in these difficult times, for his family, for the 

Kehilla, and for Klal Yisroel. 

 יהי זכרו ברוך

MRS. JEANETTE BAUM ע''ה 

It is with deep sadness that we note the petiro of Mrs. Jeanette Baum. Mrs. Baum worked for many years 

for the Kehilla’s Mikve, serving with both care and excellence. Though she suffered a serious accident over 

two years ago, and had not fully recovered, Mrs. Baum made the effort to participate in Shul and other 

Kehilla events, even going to the Siyum HaShas this past January 1st at Met-Life Stadium. We hope and 

pray that she be a מליצת יושר for her family and the Kehilla she served so faithfully. A Mikve Campaign has 

been launched in her memory, with more information to follow. 

 יהי זכרה ברוך

FROM OUR YESHIVA 

With all physical classes canceled as of Monday, March 16th, our Yeshiva, its Menahalim and teachers—as 

well as students and parents—have risen to the never-before-experienced challenge of conducting daily 

classes via teleconference and/or Zoom. Rebbeim, Moros and General Studies teachers have all gone the 

extra mile, ensuring comprehension and communication with their students, through phone calls, extra 

sessions, and getting Hagodos and other materials to students both near and far. While it has not been 

easy, the smiling faces of our students, pictured next page, prove beyond doubt it is worth every bit of 

the effort.  
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NEWS FROM MORIAH SENIOR CENTER 

After Pesach, Moriah Senior Center resumed operations, and is currently serving our clients remotely. 

While the City has taken over food distribution for the time being, we hope to be able to begin preparing 

food on-site as soon as the Governor and the Mayor deem it safe to do so. In the interim, the kitchen and 

the hall are getting a thorough Spring Cleaning.  

 

We have Zoom meetings daily to help people feel connected socially and to ease feelings of isolation. (See 

picture following page.) 

We continue to schedule and host activities such as exercise classes, birthday parties, memory workshops 

and other offerings throughout the week, via Zoom and conference calls. More programs are in the works. 

We also distribute a "Daily Dose of Inspiration" via email to those who express interest. 
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We would like to encourage everyone to join our email list for announcements about these and other 

activities. This can be accomplished by sending an email request to moriahcenter@gmail.com 

As always, Moriah continues to be available to help with other benefits, entitlements and insurance issues. 

Do not hesitate to reach out to us at the email above. 

If you are 60+ and currently not registered as a client with the Center, take this opportunity to join our 
programming anyway! 

We look forward to greeting everyone IN PERSON soon at Moriah! 

Stay healthy and well. 

REMINDER 

Whenever Maariv is recited before nightfall, one is obligated to repeat the three 

Parashiyos of Shema and to count Sefiras HaOmer, after night. 

 

For all  Notices, Announcements, Zemanin, Shiurim and updates, please 

check the Kehilla’s website, kajinc.org. 

SOCIAL REGISTER 

Heartiest Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Joel Stern on the birth of a grandson. Mazel Tov to the parents, 

Rabbi and Mrs. Hillel and Frumi Neuhaus, the grandparents, Rabbi and Mrs. Neuhaus, and the 

great-grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Isfried Neuhaus. 
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Our very best wishes to Rabbi and Mrs. Avrohom Hoffman and Rabbi and Mrs. Marc Bauman 

on the birth of a son to their children, Mr. and Mrs. Yosef and Nechama Bauman. Mazel Tov to the 

great-grandmothers, Mrs. Margot Lasdun and Mrs. Rivka Moeller. 

Mazel Tov to Dr. Menachem Cohn on the Bar-Mitzva of his grandson, Shlomo Zalman Brody. Our 

best wishes to the parents, Mr. and Mrs. Brody of Baltimore. 

Many good wishes to Rabbi and Mrs. Yaakov Hoffman on the birth of a baby girl. 

Our best wishes go to Mr. and Mrs. Yakov Weiman on the birth of a granddaughter. Mazel Tov to 

the parents, Mr. and Mrs. Reuvy and Gabbi Kobre, and the grandparents, Rabbi and Mrs. Eitan 

Kobre. 

Heartiest Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Ezra Fleischmann on the birth of a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. 

Chaim and Rochel Stadtmauer. 

Best wishes to Rabbi and Mrs. Yaakov Bechhofer on the engagement of their daughter Dena to Mr. 

Eliyohu Possick. Special Mazel Tov to the great-grandmother, Mrs. Meta Bechhofer. 

We extend Mazel Tov wishes to Rabbi and Mrs. Yosef Basker on the Bar-Mitzva of their son Moshe. 

Best wishes to the grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Basker and Mr. and Mrs. Ben Ettlinger. 

Heartiest Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gutmann on the birth of their son Raphael Naftoli. 

Best wishes to the grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Avram Gutmann and Dr. and Mrs. Asher Dan 

Rabinowitz, and to the great-grandmother, Mrs. Judith Levi. 

Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Yosef Ettlinger on the Bar-Mitzva of their son Tzvi Yitzchok. Best 

wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Ben Ettlinger and Mrs. Hanna Neumann. 

Our very best wishes to Rabbi Meier Brueckheimer on the engagement of his grandson, Mr. Naftali 

Lieber, to Miss Tamar Gartenberg. 

We are delighted to wish Mr. and Mrs. Yoel Katzenstein Mazel Tov on the birth of their daughter. 

Best wishes to the grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Pinchas Katzenstein, and the great-grandmother, Mrs. 

Ruth Katzenstein. 

Very best Mazel Tov wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Michael Cohn on the marriage of their daughter, Frumi, 

to Mr. Yehuda Strauss. Special Mazel Tov to the Kallo’s grandmother, Mrs. Liesel Cohn. 

It gives us pleasure to express Mazel Tov wishes to Dr. and Mrs. David Bechhofer on the birth of a 

grandson. Mazel Tov to the parents, Mr. and Mrs. Yitzchak Schabes, and to the great-grandmother, 

Mrs. Meta Bechhofer. 

Many good wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Naftoli Lehmann on the birth of a grandson. Mazel Tov to the 

parents, Dr. and Mrs.  Yitzi and Elisheva Kempe. 

Heartiest Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A. Levi on the birth of a grandson. Best wishes to the 

parents, Mr. and Mrs. Yehuda and Nechama Levi, and to the great-grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 

Edwin Levi. 

Our very best wishes to Mrs. Miriam Nussbaum and Dr. and Mrs. Yosef Adler on the birth of their 

great-granddaughter Yocheved.  Mazel Tov to the parents, Mr. and Mrs. Nechemia and Sara 

Margolis. 
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Heartiest Mazel Tov to Mr. and Dr. Leon and Shiela Strauss on the marriage of their granddaughter, 

Miss Shoshana Strauss, to Mr. Moshe Gleich. 

It gives us pleasure to express Mazel Tov wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Steve Lowenthal on the birth of a 

grandson. Our very best to the parents, Mr. and Mrs. Moshe Neuhaus. Special Mazel Tov to the great-

grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Isfried Neuhaus. 

 

FROM THE KEHILLA 

The Kehilla mourns the passing of our former Rosh Yeshiva, the Nesi Agudas Yisroel, Rav Yaakov Perlow, 

the Novominsker Rebbe (Boro Park) 

Mr. Dovid Brownstein (121 Bennett Avenue) mourns the passing of his mother, Mrs. Gila Brownstein 

Mr. Ephraim Hasenfeld mourns the passing of his mother, Mrs. Zeesy Hasenfeld 

Mrs. Doris Rothschild (37 Overlook Terrace), Mrs. Brochy Rothschild and children, Rabbi Yosef Rothschild, Mrs. 

Shoshana Hasenfeld, and Mrs. Chava Freund mourn the passing of her son, her husband, their father, and 

their brother, our member, Rabbi Zeev Rothschild  

Mrs. Margaret Kahn mourns the passing of her sister, our member, Miss Judith Darmstaedter (Riverdale) 

Mrs. Rivki Katzenstein mourns the passing of her father, Mr. Nochum Langsner (Chicago) 

Mr. Hershel Baum (701 West 177th Street), Mrs. Chava Schneider, Mr. Yaakov Baum, Mr. Binny Baum, Mrs. 

Ricki Bruckner, Mr. Eli Baum, Mr. Shaya Baum and Mrs. Rachel Haller (4 South Pinehurst Avenue) mourn the 

passing of his wife, their mother, her sister, our member, Mrs. Jeanette Baum (701 West 177th Street) 

Mrs. Rosalyn Liberman mourns the passing of her father, our member, Mr. Max Kaufmann (620 Fort 

Washington Avenue) 

Mr. Nathan Kaufmann and Mr. Harvey Kaufmann mourn the passing of their mother, our member, Mrs. 

Margot Kaufmann (formerly of 66 Overlook Terrace) 

Mrs. Aviva Rosenstock (Monsey) mourns the passing of her father, Mr. Heshy Gendel 

Dr. Ira Bauman (936 Red Road, Teaneck) and Rabbi Menachem Bauman (183 Mcnamara Road, Spring Valley) 

mourn the passing of their mother, our member Mrs. Bea Bauman 

Mrs. Millie Feldheim (44 Bennett Avenue), Rabbi Yitzchok Feldheim, Mr. Shlomo Feldheim, Rabbi Tzi Mordechai 

Feldheim, Mrs. Judy Gruenebaum (16 Carlton Road, Monsey) and Mrs. Miriam Schechter (44 Bennett Avenue) 

mourn the passing of her husband, their father and their brother, our member Mr. David Feldheim (44 

Bennett Avenue) 

Rav Osher Dovid May, Rebbetzin Yehudis Levi, Mrs. Debby Slomovits, and Mrs. Miriam Steinberg mourn the 

passing of their mother, our member, Mrs. Ilse May 

Mr. Moshe (Marvin) Silbermintz (California), Mrs. Draizel Strauss (24 Bennett Avenue), Mrs. Leah Bloch, Miss 

Nechama (Norma) Silbermintz (10 Overlook Terrace) mourn the passing of their mother, Mrs. Esther 

Silbermintz (10 Overlook Terrace) 
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Mrs. Ruth Oppenheim (Teaneck), Mr. Stuart Oppenheim, Dr. Michael Oppenheim, Mr. Mark Oppenheim and 

Mr. Lanny Oppenheim mourn the passing of her husband, their father, and his brother, our member, Mr. 

Marvin Oppenheim. 

 

GEMILLUS CHASSODIM & FREE LOAN FUND 

Zum Andenken an Frau Rabbiner Rika Breuer, o.h. (Adar/Nisan) ................................................. 173.40 

In gratitude to הקב''ה for the safe arrival in America from Hamburg, 80 years ago, of family Moses M. 

Schlesinger, on 23 May 1940/180.00 ............................................................................................ ט''ו אייר ת''ש 

 

 

 ב''ה

I would like to thank everyone who called and sent emails during the Shivo of my mother, Mrs. Gila 

Brownstein, ''יגילה ע''ה בת ר' מרדכי נ . 

May we be zoche to share only Simchos. 

Dovid Brownstein 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

PHOTO CREDITS: 

Our many thanks to the following individuals who provided the photographs featured in this issue of the 

KAJN:  

Mr. Alan Ettlinger, Mr. Ben Ettlinger, Mrs. Shuli Gutmann and YRSRH. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Editor’s Note: 

We look forward to publishing more complete issues of the KAJ Newsletter once the current situation בע''ה 

improves. 
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SHAATNEZ  

Shaatnez (wool and linen) is often found in garments bought even from a reliable Jewish clothing store. 

Therefore, it is forbidden to wear any man’s, woman’s or child’s garment that contains wool or linen until 

it has been determined not to contain shaatnez. 

 

WE ARE NOT ACCEPTING GARMENTS FOR SHAATNEZ TESTING AT THIS TIME 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________  

Chevra Kadisha 

When the services of the Chevra Kadisha are required - Bar Minon - kindly contact any of the following 

immediately: 

OFFICE OF THE CONGREGATION 

1-212-923-3582 

LEON GERSTLE —100 Bennett Avenue 

Cell: 917-733-3639 

PINCHAS KATZENSTEIN —100 Bennett 

201-399-4494 

All levaya arrangements must be made verbally with the Chevra Kadisha or the Kehilla office. Family 

members should not contact the Plaza Jewish Community Chapel. To avoid mix-ups, the Chevra Kadisha 

will communicate with the Plaza Jewish Community Chapel regarding levaya arrangements.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Synagogue, 85-93 Bennett Avenue, New York, NY 10033   Phone in Shul 212-923-3614 

Office: 700 W. 186 Street 212-923-3582 OR 212-923-5936 Fax 212-781-4275 E-mail office@kajinc.org 

Rav Yisroel Mantel (Study) 212-781-1345    Rav Jacob Posen 212-740-0020 

Rav Chaim Kohn 718—252-3343, Email: rabbikohn@gmail.com. 

Rabbi Moses Edelstein 845-425-9089, Fax 845-356-2938, Email:kashrus@kajinc.org 

Mikveh - 4351 Broadway 212-923-1100    Mr. Victor Sussman 212-568-2867  

Yeshiva Executive Office 212-568-6250 Yeshiva Office 212-568-6200 Mesivta Office 212-781-3399 

Kehilla Maintenance maintenance@kajinc.org 

Jewish Community Council 212-568-5450  Moriah Senior Center 212-923-5715 

www.moriahseniorcenter.org 

HATZOLOH: 1-212-230-1000 or 1-212-387-1750 

mailto:office@kajinc.org
mailto:maintenance@kajinc.org

