
 

 
Policy Statement on Vaccine Status of Students, Staff, Faculty,  
and their families attending TBI Religious and Hebrew school 

 
 
 

Vaccination has a Jewish context. 
Among our most cherished Jewish values is the imperative for preserving life and maintaining health. One of 
the most important achievements in human history when it comes to enhancing public health has been the 
development of vaccines. According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, a vaccine is "a 
product that produces immunity from a disease and can be administered through needle injections, by mouth, 
or by aerosol." Vaccines work by "tricking" the immune system into thinking an infection has occurred. The 
immune system then attacks the harmless vaccine and prepares for future invasions, thus immunizing the 
individual. We embrace the Jewish value of preserving life by taking preventive measures that protect the 
public health of our Temple community as a whole.  
 
Vaccination is a shared responsibility. 
Parents send their children to Religious and Hebrew school at TBI and assume that their children will enjoy 
themselves, have positive social interactions, learn from the rich Jewish environment, and be safe and healthy. 
Reducing the risk of vaccine-preventable illnesses from entering our school is simply the single most effective 
strategy to protect public health. This goal can be accomplished only through the appropriate vaccination of 
all members of our school. Individual families may choose to defer the vaccination of their children, but at TBI 
we cannot and will not defer the safety of our school. 
 
This is why we require all children participating in Religious and/or Hebrew school at Temple Beth Israel to 
adhere to the immunization standards as described by the American Academy of Pediatrics "Recommended 
Childhood and Adolescent Immunization Schedule." Practicing pediatricians across the United States 
recognize these annual schedules as the standard of care regarding childhood & adolescent vaccinations. 
Concurrently, the US Centers for Disease Control & Prevention annually publish vaccine standards for adults, 
and abiding by these standards is also required for all faculty and staff involved in the school.  
 
What we require: 

ALL THOSE WHO ARE IN ATTENDANCE OF RELIGIOUS/HEBREW SCHOOL are required to have completed the 

age-appropriate vaccine schedules recommended by the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and the 

Center for Disease Control (CDC).  

Yes, there are exceptions to this vaccination policy, but they are very, very rare. 
We recognize that individuals may have medical reasons that prevent them from following the recommended 
vaccination schedules. In these extremely rare circumstances, you will be expected to discuss of any medical 
contraindication to partial or complete vaccination with the Director of Education and supply current medical 
documentation upon request. 
 
Thank you! 
These vaccination requirements fall in line with the Resolution on Mandatory Immunization Laws adopted by 
the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) in 2015. The vaccination of all members of our community is essential in 
order to preserve life and maintain a safe environment. We thank you for your timely attention to these 
requirements.  

https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/immunizations/Pages/Immunization-Schedule.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/index.html
https://urj.org/what-we-believe/resolutions/resolution-mandatory-immunization-laws

