
After last week’s very eventful parhsa, Ki Tisa, the Torah does something very interesting: it 
repeats itself, perhaps for those who were in quarantine for Parshat Terumah. 

Our parsha, Parshat Vayakhel, is almost an identical to Parshat Terumah, which we read just a 
few weeks ago, but there is one small caveat.  At the beginning of the parsha, before we delve 
into the process of building the Mishkan once again, Hashem commands Bnei Yisrael to 
observe Shabbat.  Here is the language the Torah uses for this commandment: 

 ֵׁשֶׁשת יִָמים ֵּתָעֶׂשה ְמָלאָכה ּוַבּיֹום ַהְּׁשִביִעי יְִהיֶה ָלֶכם קֶֹדׁש ַׁשַּבת ַׁשָּבתֹון לה’ ָּכל ָהעֶֹׂשה
  :בֹו ְמָלאָכה יּוָמת

On six days work may be done, but on the seventh day you shall have a 
Sabbath of complete rest, holy to Hashem; whoever does any work on it 

shall be put to death. (Shemot 35:2). 

This is a strange formulation.  It’s an odd way to state the commandment.   

Why would the Torah start a command about the seventh day of the week by stating what 
should be done on the six other days?  Why doesn’t the Torah simply tell Bnei Yisrael to keep 
Shabbat without  adding this extra detail about the other six days?  

This question is even more significant when we realize that this is 
not the only time the Torah begins a command to observe 
Shabbat with a command to work during the first six days of 
the week.  Indeed, throughout the Torah, each time Bnei 
Yisrael is commanded to keep Shabbat, they are also 
commanded to work for six days.  This language occurs six 
other times in the Torah and once more in the discussion of 
the relationship between man and Shabbat! 

What is going on?  What is the Torah teaching us? 
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The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh and the Chafetz Chaim offer answers, and their thoughts amount 
to two sides of the same coin.  The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh says that the command to work 
for six days teaches Bnei Yisrael that if they want Shabbat to be special, they must finish their 
work in the days leading up to Shabbat.  On the flip side, the Chafetz Chaim says that this 
command teaches that we must keep Shabbat properly to ensure that we have success during 
the six days of work. 

I submit that there is a third interpretation that explains why this pasuk is structured as it is, and 
it is found in an observation made by the Beit Yosef.   

The Beit Yosef notes that the pasuk comes just before the discussion of building the Mishkan.   
He learns that, given the context, the pasuk teaches that by devoting 100% of their effort to 
working on the Mishkan for six days, Bnei Yisrael will be privileged to have a holy Shabbat -- a 
Shabbat that is an elevated Shabbat Shabbaton. 

I would argue that the Beit Yosef’s observation extends beyond Shabbat and beyond the 
particular situation of our parsha, and that it teaches us an invaluable life lesson.  On one level, 
we learn that when we devote all of our effort to work during the six workdays, we are sure to 

experience a genuinely holy Shabbat.  And perhaps more 
importantly, we also learn that when we devote the 

hard work and necessary effort to any endeavor — 
especially a spiritual endeavor — the result -- 

the Shabbat -- will be that much more pure, 
sweet, and holy. 

May we all merit to find holy endeavors that 
require this work, and may we all complete 

this work with the maximum effort so that we 
may merit the ultimate Shabbat, the coming of 

Mashiach, speedily in our days.

Yosef and Tali Naor and their daughter Devorah have been in Scarsdale for just a few 
months as the youth directors but already feel at home.  When Yosef is not planning 
youth events at YIS, he is learning in the Semicha Program at Yeshiva University's RIETS.  
He is passionate about Torah and sports and cannot wait to begin teaching at North 
Shore Hebrew Academy High School in the fall.
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