
This week’s parsha, Tzav, outlines the responsibilities of the Kohanim, Aaron, and his sons and 
describes the different Korbanot that they are commanded to bring. One Korban, in particular, resonates 
with me.  The Torah states, 

ּה יד ַמֲחִציָת֣ ה ָּתִמ֑ ֶלת ִמנְָח֖ ֹ֛ ת ָהֵאָפ֥ה ס ח אֹ֔תֹו ֲעִׂשיִר֨ יבּו ַלֽה’ ְּביֹו֙ם ִהָּמַׁש֣ יו ֲאֶׁשר־יְַקִר֣ ן ּוָבנָ֜ ֹ֨ ה ׇקְרַּב֩ן ַאֲהר  זֶ֡
ּה ָּבָעֶֽרב ֶקר ּוַמֲחִציָת֖ ֹ֔  ַּבּב

This is the offering that Aaron and his sons shall offer to ’ה on the occasion of his 

anointment: a tenth of an ephah of choice flour as a regular meal offering, half of it 
in the morning and half of it in the evening.  (Vayikra 6:13) 

The Ibn Ezra questions the wording of this pasuk.  It says byom himashach oto, on the day he is 
anointed, but he notes that it would be more appropriate to say, myom himashach oto, from the day he is 
anointed.  After all, the Kohen Gadol has to bring this Korban every day — morning and evening — 
from the day he is anointed and into the future. What is the purpose of this Korban? And why does the 
pasuk say byom, implying that the Kohen only needs to bring this Korban once, on the day of his 
anointment, instead of explicitly saying myom? 

The Abarbanel provides several possible reasons for this Korban, but there is one that stands out to me. 
He writes that the Kohen Gadol brings this Korban every morning and every evening to set an example 
for Bnei Yisrael; it shows that they should not be embarrassed to bring a sin offering.  

Here’s how I understand his commentary: instead of doing proper teshuva, 
asking mechila from friends and family as well as from Hashem, we 
often shy away from possible confrontation and rationalize our 
mistakes out of fear, shame, and pride. How often do we want to 
apologize for something but forget or put it aside and hope that 
the other person forgets about it?  But what the Abarbanel is 
saying is that when the Kohen Gadol brings this Korban, it 
serves as a reminder not to let those feelings of insecurity 
inhibit our opportunities to grow.  And that’s not all.  

We can learn an important lesson from the fact that the Kohen 
Gadol brought this Korban every day, not just when he sinned. If 
the Kohen Gadol were to bring an offering occasionally or several 
times a week to atone for sin, it would demonstrate that he has the courage 
to own up to his mistakes. That would be sufficient to inspire us to do the same. But the fact that he 
brings the Korban each and every day, split into morning and afternoon portions, teaches yet another 
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lesson:  the importance of continued cheshbon hanefesh, consistent reflection on our actions and 
character.  Once a day inspires, but twice a day underscores the need to atone and improve without 
feeling discouraged by past mistakes.  

Every morning when the Kohen Gadol brings the first portion of the Korban, he sets the tone for a day 
full of mitzvot and good actions, regardless of what may have happened the previous day. In the 
evening, when he brings the second half of the Korban, he emphasizes the importance of reflecting on 
the activities of the day, noting both things to be proud of and those that might have been done 
differently. So by bringing the Korban every day in two portions, the Kohen Gadol inspires Bnei Yisrael 
—- that’s us — to review our actions, do teshuva when necessary, and grow in mitzvot and character 
without feeling discouraged by guilt, shame, or insecurity.  

I think this helps us understand why the pasuk said the Kohen Gadol should bring this Korban byom 
himashach oto instead of myom himashach oto. In changing the myom to byom, the pasuk is essentially 
making every day special — it encourages the Kohen to approach his service every day as if it was the 
day he was anointed. This too teaches us a valuable lesson. If it said myom himashach oto, that the 
Kohen Gadol should bring this Korban every day since the day he’s anointed, his enthusiasm might get 
lost in the repetitive nature of his service. If that were the case, he may bring this Korban every day 
simply because it’s part of the duties he was assigned on the day he was anointed.  

By saying byom himashach oto, the pasuk instills a sense of 
excitement and reminds the Kohen that he is bringing much more 

than just another Korban. Indeed, the pasuk is phrased to 
impart the excitement of the day he was anointed each time 
he brings the Korban — it is a perpetual high that has him 
constantly ready to do real teshuva in preparation for growth 
and new challenges.   

This pasuk should be a model for us. When we get lost in 
the routines of our daily lives, we should mirror the 

enthusiasm that the Torah encourages for the Kohen Gadol and 
approach every day as a new opportunity for teshuva and growth.
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