
Somewhere, usually during the third or fourth aliyah, I lose my focus in this parsha.  I  stop 
trying to understand the particulars of the building of the Mishkan and get sidetracked, 
wondering why the construction is presented in such complex detail.  While I am not that good 
at puzzles, I do like to know how things fit together. 

I get that we need a place to come together and commune with Hashem.  Some say we needed 
some sort of spiritual correction for the Cheit Hegel -- however, we're not sure if it's before or 
after the instructions were given.  Perhaps, to give us a big 
spiritual hug, Hashem tells us to make this highly 
detailed tent of the meeting so we can get past the 
past and move forward into the future as His chosen 
people.  But uh, what exactly does that entail? 

On Har Sinai Hashem tells Moshe to call upon 
Bnei Yisrael  to contribute more than a dozen items 
-- stemming from or encompassing the material 
world, animal, vegetable and mineral -- out of which, 
"They shall make for Me a Sanctuary, and I shall dwell 
amidst them." Following this we read the highly detailed 
instructions on constructing this temporary dwelling. 

Why did Hashem have us give something specifically called Terumah?  What did the Mishkan 
represent that required us to appear to be partners in it?  After all, we had an ark and the Aseret 
Hadibrot and the Torah?   Why were the items constructed just so?  The building of the 
Mishkan occupies more space in the Torah than any other matter.  Why does the Torah devote 
so much space to the Mishkan when it was destined to be replaced a short time later by a 
permanent Mikdash in Israel?  Finally, what is all this doing in the book of Shemot; shouldn't it 
be in Sefer V'ayikrah along with the instructions on sacrifices? 

Here are a few nuggets I picked up before losing focus: 

Terumah is often defined as a donation, but it appears to come from the Hebrew root resh-vav-
mem (r-o-m), like l'harim, to pick up, an 'uplifting.'  This is a clue: something about this venture 
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is intended to raise us -- collectively -- in a spiritual sense, and clearly that effect takes place in 
THIS material world.  Hence the entirety of worldly matter goes into its construction. 

Next, consider that the verse doesn't use the singular form of the word 
"within," which would imply that the in-dwelling is within the 

structure.  Instead, the term is plural - indicating Hashem dwells 
collectively within all of us.  

The Lubavitch Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Schneerson, z'l, learns 
from this that everything is elevated and infused with holiness 

when we make our physical environment a Sanctuary for 
Hashem.  Studying Torah, performing mitzvot - think about every 

bracha one makes — we elevate all matter and make ourselves a 
resting place for Hashem.  He continues teaching that when a Jew brings 

holiness into inanimate objects, he fulfills the ultimate intent for creating the world:  creating a 
dwelling place for Hashem, a resting place for His essence.  It follows that this is one important 
aspect of our reason for being. 

Rabbi Sacks, z’l, wrote that, among other things, the Mishkan is a gift from Hashem to Bnei 
Yisrael.  It had nothing to do with physical need and everything to do with psychological, 
moral, and spiritual needs.  Hashem gave Bnei Yisrael the opportunity to give, which provided 
them with dignity.  Rabbi Sacks concludes by noting that he believes that what elevates us in 
life is not what we receive but what we give.  The more of ourselves that we give, the greater 
we become.  That is an important aspect of human purpose too. 

So how does this all fit within Sefer Shemot?  Throughout the Sefer there is a pattern of 
elevating oneself higher, harahmah, maybe to the point of kedusha.  The first chapters address 
exile and exodus, preparations for the giving of the Torah.  Subsequent chapters speak about 
creating a connection between the spiritual and physical worlds through the giving of the Torah 
and its laws.  Terumah and onward inherently show how kedushah can and should permeate 
every aspect of one's existence. 

David and Sharon Fogel — and their daughters, Jill and Amanda — moved to the YIS 
community at the turn of the century.  As Sharon says, they continue to seek and 
enjoy the “Eilu V’Eilu” in our diverse community.
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