
In this week's parsha, sh'lach, Hashem says to Moshe, sh'lach lecha. 

We learn from the word lecha, which means for yourself, that Hashem is not instructing Moshe 
to send spies but rather telling him if you don't have confidence in Me, then send spies for 
yourself.  

Early on, we witness the lack of confidence that B'nai Yisrael had in Hashem.  Why such a lack 
of trust when Hashem said I am giving you good land? 

Moshe sent 12 spies made up of distinguished leaders from each tribe to survey the land of 
Canaan.  Forty days later, the spies returned; 10 spoke negatively about the land stating there 
were giant warrior inhabitants of the land more powerful than we are.  This report demoralized 
B'nai Yisrael.  Two spies, Yehoshua and Calev, insisted that the land was plentiful with milk, 
honey, and fruit, and conquering it was achievable.  According to Rabbi Moshe Lichtman, B'nai 
Yisrael chose to accept the lashon hara of the spies: ה ַוּֽיְִּת֖נּו ֵעָד֔ ם ַוִּתָּׂש֙א ׇּכל־ָה֣ ם ַוּיְִבּ֥כּו ָהָע֖  ֶאת־קֹוָל֑
 ,The whole community broke into loud cries  ,ַּבַּל֥יְָלה ַהֽהּוא
and the people wept that night..  

Rashi explains that the sin of the spies is mainly 
about lashon hara.  B'nai Yisrael slandered the 
land Hashem was giving them, but can the 
land be slandered?  The Rambam explains 
that evil talk can kill three people, the 
speaker, the listener, and the object of the 
slander.  Just as a person's life can be ruined 
with lashon hara,  a school, shul, or a 
community can also be affected by evil talk.  
The punishment here was severe.  B'nai Yisrael 
was not permitted to enter Israel for 40 years, a 
clear demonstration of how serious Hashem views 
the sin of lashon hara.  

Another sin we witness here is not only that of doubting our abilities but also the lack of 
confidence and power of Hashem.  Did B'nai Yisrael think Hashem would abandon them now 
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after all the obvious miracles they witnessed right before their eyes?  Yehoshua and Calev tried 
to convince the people that conquering the land was achievable and Hashem would continue to 
be with them.  

We realize from this that there are different types of miracles.  
Hashem took them out of Egypt, split the Red Sea while 

killing their enemies, and provided them with magic, 
delicious manna in the middle of the desert.  Why 
weren't they sure that Hashem would be there 
every step of the way to help them take over the 
land?  It seems that those miracles occurred with 
B'nei Yisrael not having to put in any effort or 

partner with Hashem.  Unlike before, conquering the 
land would require B'nai Yisrael to fight, harvest, and 

work the land they weren't willing to do, causing them to 
beg to return to Egypt.  

An important lesson that applies even today is that there will be times when we don't 
necessarily see the miracles of Hashem right before our eyes.  We must still put in the effort 
and have faith that Hashem is always with us and helping us even when it is not always 
obvious.  

As the parsha concludes, we learn about the mitzvah of tzitzit, which is included in the daily 
prayer of Shema.  Men should wear a garment with fringes on the four corners as a reminder of 
the 613 mitzvot in the Torah.  Each tassel consists of eight threads and five sets of knots 
totaling 613.  Rashi explains that one possible connection between the spies' sin and the 
mitzvah of tzitzit is that the two spies of our body are our eyes and heart.  We must be careful 
not to let what our eyes see and the desires of our hearts lead us to sin, as the spies did.  
Wearing tzitzit should remind us to follow Hashem's mitzvot daily.  
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