
As Bnei Yisrael prepare to leave Mitzrayim, Moshe Rabbeinu relays Hashem's message and 
commands the following: 

י ם ֶאל־ַהַּמְׁשקֹו֙ף ְוֶאל־ְׁשֵּת֣ ם ֲאֶׁשר־ַּבַּס֒ף ְוִהַּגְעֶּת֤ ת ֵא֗זֹוב ּוְטַבְלֶּת֮ם ַּבָּד֣ ם ֲאגַֻּד֣  ּוְלַקְחֶּת֞
ֶקר׃ ֹֽ יׁש ִמֶּפַֽתח־ֵּבי֖תֹו ַעד־ּב ם ֹ֥לא ֵתְצ֛אּו ִא֥ ף ְוַאֶּת֗ ר ַּבָּס֑ ם ֲאֶׁש֣ ת ִמן־ַהָּד֖ ֹ֔  ַהְּמזּוז

Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and 
apply some of the blood that is in the basin to the lintel and to the 

two doorposts.  None of you shall go outside the door of your house 
until morning.  (Shemot 12:22).  

Why ֵא֣זֹוב, hyssop?  And why dip it in blood?  Rav Mordechai 
Burg suggests that to understand the significance of hyssop, 
we must first delve into the story of Yosef and his brothers 
that we read in Parshat Veyeishev. When describing the 
נֶת ַּפִּסֽי ֹ֥  a fine woolen tunic or, more traditionally, a—ְּכת
coat of many colors—that Yaakov presents to Yosef, 
Rashi describes the coat as fine linen and blue (ס  ,(ַּכְרַּפ֣
others connect the tunic to a description in Megillah 
Esther and say that it was a bush green (ֶלת ס ּוְתֵכ֗   .(ַּכְרַּפ֣
After selling Yosef into slavery, his brothers dip the נֶת ֹ֥  ְּכת
 into the blood of a goat in an attempt to trick Yaakov ַּפִּסֽים
into thinking that he was killed.   

The Ribbono Shel Olam is teaching us a profound lesson through His choice of hyssop and 
blood.  The lesson is this: to leave Mitzrayim, Klal Yisrael must first reflect on what originally 
put them into galut, and they must rectify their actions.  It was the brothers' betrayal of Yosef 
and their father, represented by the dipping of Yosef's coat into the blood of a goat that put Bnei 
Yisrael into galut in the first place.  So, to leave galut and gain their freedom, Bnei Yisrael must 
perform a similar act—but one that, symbolically, has the opposite effect.  Thus, the command 
to dip.  This time, however, Bnei Yisrael dips a bunch of ֵא֣זֹוב, hyssop—why hyssop? 

There's a pasuk in Tehillim which refers to ֵא֣זֹוב, hyssop: 

ֶלג ַאְלִּבֽין נִי ּוִמֶּׁש֥ ַכְּבֵס֗ ר ְּת֜ נִי ְבֵא֣זֹוב ְוֶאְטָה֑  ְּתַחְּטֵא֣
Purify me with a hyssop, till I am pure; wash me till I am whiter than 

snow.  (Tehillim 51:9) 
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According to this pasuk, an ֵא֣זֹוב functions as a cleansing agent, it enables tahara, it's a purifier.  
So, whereas the brothers dipped Yosef's coat into blood, representing the ultimate tumah, death, 

Bnei Yisrael dips the ֵא֣זֹוב representing kedusha and tahara, purity.  

Furthermore, the brothers' betrayal of Yosef demonstrates a lack of 
achdut, camaraderie, among Bnei Yisrael.  Again note the reverse act: 
when leaving Mitzrayim, Klal Yisrael is commanded to eat from the 
Korban Pesach as a family and share with neighbors.  What's more, 
the Torah prescribes who can eat from the korban and highlights that 
all (male) participants must receive a bris milah before participating.  

This command further emphasizes the unique bond—the achdut—Klal 
Yisrael must achieve as they leave Mitzrayim.  

The concept of dealing with the past and undoing wrongs to move forward also 
appears in Parshat Matot.  The Torah introduces tevilat keilim with the words ה ת ַהּתֹוָר֔ את ֻחַּק֣ ֹ֚  ,ז
these are the statute of the Torah.  This rare phrase appears only one other time throughout 
Tanach.  A few pesukim later, Elazar Hakohen instructs: 

ר ירּו ָבֵאׁ֙ש ְוָטֵה֔ ׁש ַּתֲֽעִב֤ א ָבֵא֗ ֹ֣ ר ֲאֶׁשר־יָב   ָּכל־ָּדָב֞

Whatever is used in fire you shall pass through fire, and then it will be 
clean.  (Bamidbar 31:23).   

Perhaps Elazar Hakohen is teaching that Bnei Yisrael can only purify a vessel by reversing the 
mechanism that caused its impurity.  Once again, we are taught that teshuva and tahara can be 
achieved only through acknowledging and rectifying the past.  

Dipping at our Pesach seder recalls this concept.  The first dip into salt water represents the 
tears and struggles of our ancestors.  Later in the seder, we dip again but this time into the 
sweet charoset, connoting cheirut, freedom.  

When dipping at our Peach seder this year, let's remember to examine our past behaviors and 
improve ourselves as a means to move forward.  And hopefully, through our personal 
redemptions, Klal Yisrael will be zoche to the final redemption ִּבְמֵהָרה ְּביֵָמינּו.

Sam Mandel, son of Lisi and Michael, has been a proud member of the YIS community 
for seventeen years.  A graduate of SAR High School, he is currently studying in 
Yeshivat Sha'alvim and plans to return next year to attend Yeshiva University.
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