
Those who wish to be intellectually honest find it necessary to cite their sources. There is a Gemara 
that supports this idea:   

 ׇּכל ָהאֹוֵמר ָּדָבר ְּבֵׁשם אֹוְמרֹו ֵמִביא ְּגאּוָּלה ָלעֹוָלם, ֶׁשּנֱֶאַמר: ״ַוּתֹאֶמר ֶאְסֵּתר ַלֶּמֶלְך ְּבֵׁשם ׇמְרֳּדָכי
Whoever reports a saying in the name of he who said it brings redemption to the 

world.  As it is stated [concerning the incident of Bigtan and Teresh]: "And Esther 
reported it to the king in the name of Mordechai.” (Megillah 15a) 

In the second perek of Megillat Esther, Esther, in the name of Mordechai, reveals to the king the 
assassination plot of Bigtan and Teresh.  As a result, Mordechai was paraded through the streets as 
a reward for saving the king, and the king was forever indebted to him.  By attributing the report of 
an assassination plot to Mordechai, Esther provides a profound example of how citing a source can 
help lead to redemption — in this case, the redemption of the Jewish people from the hands of the 

wicked Haman.  

This week's parsha, Parshat Pekudei, goes to great lengths 
to provide a detailed accounting of each component of the 
Mishkan and various priestly garments.  And after every 
item, the Torah states, ה ֶאת־מֶֹׁשֽה  As , ׇּכל־ֲאֶׁשר־ִצָּו֥ה יְהָֹו֖
Hashem commanded Moshe. (Shemot 38:22).  There are 

an amazing eighteen variations of this phrase throughout 
our parsha.  The question is obvious: why does the Torah 

use this phrase at all, let alone eighteen times?  

The instructions given in our parsha were not new.  Earlier in Sefer Shemot the Torah describes 
several instances when Hashem explained precisely how to construct these items.   We may expect 
one or even two mentions of ה ֶאת־מֶֹׁשֽה  as a sign that what Hashem commanded was ׇּכל־ֲאֶׁשר־ִצָּו֥ה יְהָֹו֖
actually done, but why repeat it eighteen times?  This is not an idle question — we learn in Tehilim 
ִמיָמה ,(19:8) ת יְהָֹו֣ה ְּת֖  the Torah is perfect and complete.  Believing that is true implies that there ,ּ֘תֹוַר֚
is a reason for these repeated words, a lesson to be learned.  
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We can find one lesson in the episode of the golden calf.  An explanation given for how Bnei 
Yisrael could have committed such a grievous sin is that they could not see Hashem in their 
everyday lives, especially after the intensity and clarity they experienced at Har Sinai.  This 
insight helps us understand why the Torah chose to make Hashem's presence and guidance clear to 
us -- even if it means repeating a phrase eighteen times.  

 The Gemara in Masechet Chulin (139b) expands upon this idea.  The Gemara asks if there 
is a reference to Esther in the Torah.  The rabbis suggest that the answer is found in a pasuk in 
Sefer Devarim (31:18): 

יר (ָּפנַ֙י) ר ַאְסִּת֤ י ַהְסֵּת֨    .אסתר מן התורה מנין? "ְוָאנִֹכ֗
Where is Esther found in the Torah?  "Yet I will keep (My countenance) hidden” 

This Gemara teaches us that the Purim story occurred when Hashem was hidden, a time when we 
did not understand or experience His presence with the intensity and clarity that Bnei Yisrael felt at 
Har Sinai.  Strikingly, what the Gemara describes is a stark contrast to the time described in our 
parsha, where Hashem is clearly found in the story, evidenced by the eighteen mentions of his 
commanding Moshe to build vessels and garments for the Mishkan and Kohanim.  

We live in a time like Purim, a time of ר  hiddenness, the opposite of ,ַהְסֵּת֨
clarity.  Though Hashem is not clearly seen, we can learn from the 
pesukim of our parsha and Masechet Megilla that we should 
remember to quote our source.  Even though Hashem is not 
clearly seen in our days, he is working behind the scenes.  He 
is our eternal source.   

In the third perek of Shaar Hayichud VeEmunah, the Alter 
Rebbe writes that nothing can exist unless Hashem wills that it 
be every in second of its existence.  We should be zoche that just 
as Hashem wills us into existence we should be able to bring 
Hashem into our lives by mentioning him, ְּבֵׁשם אֹוְמרֹו, in his name.  By 
doing this, we can ֵמִביא ְּגאּוָּלה ָלעֹוָלם, bring redemption to the world, במהרה בימינו אמן 

Avi Fried is a proud member of the Young Israel of Scarsdale.  His parents, Aria and 
Phil, have been members for 30 years.  Avi is completing his degree in finance at 
Yeshiva University and hopes to inspire others with his Torah teachings. 
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