
Immediately after introducing Noach at the beginning of Chapter Six, we see that Hashem 
regrets making humankind on earth. 

ם ה ֶאת־ָהָאָד֤ אֶמר הי ֶאְמֶח֨ ֹ֣ ב ֶאל־ִלּֽבֹו׃ ַוּי ֶרץ ַוּיְִתַעֵּצ֖ ם ָּבָא֑ ה ֶאת־ָהָֽאָד֖  ַוּיִָּנֶ֣חם הי ִּכֽי־ָעָׂש֥
י יִם ִּכ֥ ֶמׂש ְוַעד־֣עֹוף ַהָּׁשָמ֑ ה ַעד־ֶר֖ ה ֵמָֽאָד֙ם ַעד־ְּבֵהָמ֔  ֲאֶׁשר־ָּבָר֙אִת֙י ֵמַעל֙ ְּפֵנ֣י ָהֲֽאָדָמ֔

י ֲעִׂשיִתֽם׃ ְמִּתי ִּכ֥  נִַח֖

And Hashem regretted having made humankind on earth. With a 
sorrowful heart, Hashem said, 'I will blot out from the earth humankind 

whom I created—humans together with beasts, creeping things, and 
birds of the sky; for I regret that I made them.'   (Bereshit 6:6-7) 

In this week's parsha, the original version of humankind, in which everyone was a descendant 
of Adam, was destroyed and replaced by Version 2.0, in which everyone is a 
descendant of Noach. 

Chizkuni notes that ַוּיִָּנֶ֣חם הי , the expression נחם ,נֶָחָמה, is used 
repeatedly in connection with God having second thoughts about 
something He has done. The creation of humankind is one of 
Hashem's three big acts in the Tanach, yet He regrets doing it. 

Interestingly, when we look at Hashem's other two big acts in the 
Tanach, we see a similar story arc. When Hashem gave us the Torah, 
the original Luchot Habrit, we again see the language of regret. 

ר ַלֲעׂ֥שֹות ְלַעּֽמֹו׃ ר ִּדֶּב֖ ה ֲאֶׁש֥ ָרָע֔  ַוּיִָּנֶ֖חם הי ַעל־ָה֣
And Hashem regretted the evil which He had intended for His people. 

(Shemot 32:14) 

The original version of the Luchot Habrit, which God himself wrote, was destroyed (hurled and 
shattered by Moshe). Version 2.0 was created in its stead and remained with the Jewish people. 

Hashem's third big act in Tanach was establishing the monarchy and appointing a king who 
would eventually redeem the world as Maschiach Hashem. Notably, here too, we see the 
language of regret. 

Regrets, I've had a few… 🎶  Paul Anka (My Way) 
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ים י ֹ֣לא ֵהִק֑ י ְוֶאת־ְּדָבַר֖ ֶלְך ִּכי־ָׁש֙ב ֵמַֽאֲחַר֔ ְכִּתי ֶאת־ָׁשאּול֙ ְלֶמ֔ ְמִּתי ִּכֽי־ִהְמַל֤  נִַח֗
I regretted that I made Saul king, for he has turned away from Me and 

has not carried out My commands. (Shmuel 15:11 א) 

Thus, the royal lineage was originally intended to descend through the tribe of Benjamin 
(Maschiach Ben Yosef).  Later, God replaced Saul with David; thus, Version 2.0 of the royal 
lineage descends from the tribe of Judah.  And there it remains as we await Mashchiach Ben 
David. 

It is interesting that in all of Hashem's three big acts in the Tanach, the first attempt results in 
failure and the second attempt, Version 2.0, becomes everlasting. 

We currently find ourselves having completed an awesome story arc, beginning with Elul, 
continuing through the High Holidays, and culminating with Succot and Simchat Torah. We 
now enter the month of Mar Cheshvan, bitter Cheshvan. The days are shorter. It is darker, 
colder, and wetter. We have no special days until Chanukah. Rabbi Schneur Zalman of 

Liadi gave the following metaphor to explain the period from Rosh 
Chodesh Elul, when the king is in the field outside of the city and 

anyone could approach him. "The king receives them all with a 
smiling face and a radiant countenance. The peasant behind 
his plow has access to the king in a manner unavailable to 
the highest ranking minister in the royal court when the king 
is in the palace." 

How can any of us, when we look back on the past two months, 
not be filled with some level of regret, wishing we had done things 

differently or better when the King was in the field? Still, we may find 
comfort in the idea that God himself experienced regret in His three big acts in Tanach. We 
may even dare say that His first attempts resulted in failure. However, the first try begat a 
second try, and that try proved everlasting. So too, we always have the ability to create a 
Version 2.0, an everlasting version. Even if the king is no longer in the field, it is important to 
remember that opportunity is not behind us but is always in front of us.

Noah and Naomi recently moved to Scarsdale and have enjoyed this community's 
warmth and welcoming nature in their short time here. They have two children, Caleb, 
11 years old (Leffell), and Gracie, 5 years old (SAR).
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