
One of my younger brothers was not the best-behaved child in his younger years, so we all got a kick 
out of the fact that his Bar Mitzvah parsha was … Korach.  Korach is well known as the biggest rebel 
and rabble-rouser in the Torah.   

In the parsha, Korach confronts Moshe with a group of malcontents and proclaims that Moshe has 
“gone too far” in his leadership of the Jewish people and that he should not be “above them” in the 
hierarchy since all of the people were equally holy and worthy of leadership.  In a sense, Korach was 
expressing a noble egalitarian sentiment that all Jews were good and worthy people who should have 
an equal place in leadership and relationship with Hashem.  However, many commentators, including 
Rabbi Sacks, note that Korach’s claim was not that at all, it was a direct challenge to Moshe so that 
Korach could instead lay claim to power himself.  Korach was Moshe and Aaron’s cousin, son of 
Yitzhar, the brother of Moshe and Aaron’s father Amram, and he, therefore, felt it unfair that both 

leadership positions (Leader and Kohen Gadol) had gone to a single-
family within the clan.  He claimed to want equality.  In fact, he 

wanted the opposite -- power for himself.  In addition, 
Dathan and Aviram, Korach’s co-rebellion leaders, were 

descendants of Reuven and believed that as 
descendants of Yaakov’s first-born, they should 
merit leadership positions.  Again, they were 
motivated by a simple desire for power.   

Moshe made efforts to deal with Dathan and 
Aviram privately to hear their grievances, however, 

they refused.  Instead, in support of their rebellion 
and to diminish Moshe in the eyes of the people, 

Korach and his followers made false claims against 
Moshe, including that he took them from Egypt, which they 

claimed was a land that was good to the Jewish people.     

Is it not enough that you have brought us out of a land flowing with milk and honey to kill us 
in the desert, that you insist on lording it over us! What is more: you have not brought us to 
a land flowing with milk and honey, nor given us an inheritance of fields and vineyards. Do 

you think that you can pull something over our eyes?  (Bamidbar 16:9) 

Their tactics were to spread disinformation about Moshe to tarnish his image in the eyes of 
the people and to bolster their claims for power.   
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Korach has lessons that are very relevant today.  When we do have disputes, we should try to resolve 
them in a private and amicable way, as Moshe tried to do with Dathan and Aviram.  In addition, just as 
we are warned nowadays about the power of “disinformation”, the story of Korach reminds us that this 
has been an issue through the ages and of the importance of truth and honesty in public discourse. 

Jonathan and Jessica moved to Scarsdale in 2011 with their four month old son. Drawn to the 
warmth, diversity and “low key” nature of the YIS community. They are active serving on the 
Board, Reopening, New Member Welcome, and Dinner Committees, etc. They’re excited to 
raise Matthew, Ella, Spencer and Aiden in the neighborhood and look forward to the 
community continuing to grow and flourish.

Want to write or dedicate a Parsha essay?   
Please contact Steve Smith at stevenjsmith@yahoo.com 
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One more thing ... 

Community is an essential part of Judaism. Parshat Korach is about the risks of separating oneself 
from the community, which resonates through today. 

Rashi highlights that Korah’s separateness is already expressed in the first verse: “And Korach 
took…” It does not say what he took; it only lists a few of his followers. Rashi, citing midrash Tanhuma 
teaches: He purposely took himself out of the community to make machloket (conflict). The story 
continues with Korah’s claims, refusal to engage in dialogue with Moshe and Aaron and punishment. 
How surprising it is then that Korah’s “edah” (community) is the source in the Talmud for the 
requirement to pray in a minyan (quorum) of ten men! (There is also value placed on praying as part of 
a tzibbur – of men and women).  

The source for minyan in the Talmud is derived from a verbal analogy in Torah. Vayikra states that God 
should be sanctified “among” Bnei Yisrael. The word among is also used when God instructs Moshe to 
separate from “among” Korah’s community (edah), as attempts to reason with them were futile. The 
word edah is also used in the story of the spies, from which the number ten is derived for minyan. So 
the basis for communal prayer is derived from two groups of great sinners.  

Perhaps this was not only a literary connection, but rather a deeper point expressed by the rabbis. 
Separating and not engaging with diverse perspectives can lead to isolation and extremism. By 
deriving minyan from such imperfect models, the Sages encourage openness and inclusiveness within 
communities. This allows for people of varying religious commitments, or who feel less worthy, to take 
part in communal prayer.  
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