
In this week's parsha, Ha’Azinu, the second to last parsha of the Torah, Moshe is standing at the edge of 
heaven and earth, staring at Bnei Yisroel, imparting his last precious words.  Through poetry, Moshe 
simultaneously praises Hashem, while issuing what sounds like desperate words of warning about the 
misfortunes that will fall on the Israelites if they do not follow the word of God.  Tragically and 
ironically, Moshe recites this song to Bnei Yisroel as he himself reflects on his life of service, standing at 
the entrance of Israel, right before he dies. 

From the opening of the parsha, we see Moshe standing at this precipice, separating him from heaven 
and earth: 

ֶרץ ִאְמֵרי־ִפֽי ע ָהָא֖ ָרה ְוִתְׁשַמ֥ יִם ַוֲֽאַדֵּב֑  אַהֲֽאִז֥ינּו ַהָּׁשַמ֖

Listen, O heavens, and I will speak!  And let the earth hear the 
words of my mouth!  (32:1) 

Statement after statement, line after line, Ha’Azinu, a song, tells the story of terrible things that can and 
will happen to disobedient Jews.  The words of Ha’Azinu are violent and tragic as much as they exalt our 

one and only God.  If and when you reject Hashem, he will smite you.  
These words call upon us at every level to reflect on our behavior 

and our relationship with God.  How appropriate to be reading 
this parsha during the 10 days of atonement between Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur, the ultimate time of reflection 
in our Jewish Calendar.  

Furthermore, while Ha’Azinu calls on us to engage in 
constant reflection, it seems as though Moshe, looking 

over at Israel, looking up at the heavens, and down at Bnei 
Yisroel, a deeply flawed community, is himself processing an 

end-of-life crisis of reflection.  Bnei Yisroel is allowed to enter 
Israel, and Moshe is not.  How can we reconcile this injustice? 

I imagine Moshe at this moment as a football coach, much like Friday Night Lights' Coach Taylor, 
looking down at his often flawed, broken, injured team at the big game on Friday night and looking over 
at the ultimate goal of winning the state championships.  Coach Taylor knows that the citizens of the 
greater Dillon community rely on their football team for glimmers of hope in their own difficult lives.  
Coach Taylor's players struggle with demons- addiction, family violence, poverty, poor teenage choices, 
and toxic relationships, to name a few.  But every Friday night, the revered community team comes 
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together with Coach Taylor to play football.  And every week, Coach Taylor reminds the team of their 
mantra, "Clear Eyes, Full Hearts, Can't Lose." Of course, as the show progresses, it becomes clear to the 
viewer that this mantra represents so much more than a football game pep talk and comes to represent 
the path on which the players need to walk through life to rise above their struggles.  Clear eyes, full 
hearts is a dedication to hope, optimism, joy, and love. 

Towards the end of the parsha, just a few sentences before Moshe is commanded to take a final look at 
Eretz Yisroel before walking to his death on Har Nebo,  Moshe exclaims:  

ר ְּתַצֻּו֙ם ם ַהּ֑יֹום ֲאֶׁש֤ יד ָּבֶכ֖ י ֵמִע֥ ר ָאֽנִֹכ֛ ים ֲאֶׁש֧ ל־ַהְּדָבִר֔ ם ְלָכ֨ ימּו ְלַבְבֶכ֔ אֶמר ֲאֵלק֙ם ִׂש֣ ֹ֤  ַוּי
ה ַהּזֹֽאת י ַהּתֹוָר֥ ר ַלֲֽעׂ֔שֹות ֶאת־ָּכל־ִּדְבֵר֖ ֹ֣ ם ִלְׁשמ  ֶאת־ְּבנֵיֶכ֔

And he said to them, "Set your hearts to all of the words which I bear 
witness for you this day, so that you may command your children to observe 

to do all the words of this Torah" (32:46) 

The usage of the words "Set your hearts" in this sentence are important to note.  As we know, there are 
no extraneous words in the Torah, so what does it mean for one to "set" his "heart"?  Rashi explains: A 
person must direct his eyes, his heart, and his ears to the words of the Torah, for Scripture states, Son of 
man, see with your eyes, and listen with your ears, and set your heart [upon all that I show you]. 
(Ezekiel 40:4) 

Moshe knows, in his final moments, as the ultimate coach for this flawed 
community, that we can't lose if our hearts are set on the words of the 
Torah and if we commit to a life of midot and halacha.  Because of 
Moshe's mistakes, he is not given a chance to play for the state 
championship and go into Israel.  Chillingly, Hashem tells him at the 
end of the parsha to take his last look at Israel and then die on the 
mountain he is climbing.  But he has this opportunity, Parshat 
Ha’Azinu, to impart the greatest lesson to his team.  It is only with 
clear eyes and full hearts, and a dedication to a life of Torah study, 
halacha, midot and menschlichkeit will the community then prevail. 

Ariel and Matt Levitan moved to Scarsdale in August of 2019 from the Upper East Side.  They 
have two children, Lexi (7) and David (4), who both attend WDS.  They wish the community a 
happy and healthy new year filled only with blessings and simchas, God willing.
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Want to write or dedicate a Parsha essay?   
Please contact Steve Smith at stevenjsmith@yahoo.com 
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