
Our parsha is unique. Vezot HaBracha is the last parsha in the Torah. We began reading it 
parsha during mincha on Shabbat Shuvah, and we complete it on Simchat Torah more than two 
weeks later. This parsha is never fully read on Shabbat because Simchat Torah never falls on 
Shabbat. Nevertheless, Jewish babies born during the Holidays of Yom Kippur, Sukkot, 
Hoshanah Rabbah, Shemini Atzaret, and Simchat Torah all may claim this parsha for their Bar 
and Bat Mitzvahs.  

As we enjoy Simchat Torah festivities, including hakafot, aliyot, a reverse hagbah, singing, 
dancing, and a nice meal with birkat hamazon, we don’t want to overlook the significance of 
this parsha. Building upon the commentary of Rashi, Nehama Leibowitz explains the special 
order of the blessings that give this parsha its name and some of their content. 

Moshe Rabbeinu, the greatest prophet, leader, and man who ever 
lived, blessed the tribes of B’nei Yisrael prior to his death. 
The brachot that Moshe delivered to the tribes were 
specially crafted for each tribe. The Jewish nation is 
about to enter the Land of Israel. 

For Reuben, “may his men be in the count…” 
Reuben repented for his sin in the incident of 
Bilhah. His tribe maintained their place among the 
other tribes. Who motivated Reuben to repent? His 
brother Judah, who publicly admitted his involvement 
with Tamar. Accordingly, Moshe blessed the tribe of 
Judah next. 

For Judah, “listen, Hashem, to the voice of Judah…” This is an allusion to Shimon, whom 
Moshe did not explicitly mention. The tribe of Shimon received their share of the Land of 
Israel from Judah’s share. For Judah, “and to his people shall you bring him”: Hashem should 
deliver the tribe of Judah in peace from all wars. 

For Levi, “his brothers he did not recognize…” Levi and Shimon had the character traits of 
fierce hate and anger. With the incident of Shechem, they used their hate and anger 
destructively. Their father, Jacob, severely criticized them. The tribe of Shimon again acted 
destructively when their leader was involved in the incident with the Midianite woman. On the 
other hand, the tribe of Levi made a positive statement when they stood with Moshe after the 
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sin of the golden calf. Moreover, Pinchas, a leader of the tribe of Levi, ended the plague when 
he killed the leader of Shimon’s tribe and the Midianite woman. The tribe of Levi used their 
hate and anger constructively. They made up for their past sins. They merited the sacrificial 
service. 

For Benjamin, “may Hashem’s beloved dwell securely by Him…” After Moshe blessed the 
tribe of Levi with the sacrificial service, Moshe turned to the tribe of Benjamin, which would 
merit housing the Beit Hamikdash. 

For Joseph, “blessed by Hashem in his land…” The tribe of Joseph housed the Tabernacle of 
Shiloh. Therefore, their blessing followed the blessing of the tribe of Benjamin. 

For Zebulun and Issachar, “rejoice, Zebulun, in your departure, and Issachar in your tents…” 
Through the tribe of Zebulon’s trading at the seashore, they funded the Torah learning for the 
tribe of Issachar. Both tribes benefitted from their partnership. The tribe of Zebulun is listed 
first, even though Issachar was older because without funding, Torah learning cannot be 
maintained. 

For Gad, “for there is the hidden plot of the lawgiver…” The tribe of Gad selected land on the 
eastern side of the Land of Israel. They saw prophetically that in the land of Sihon and Og, 
Moshe Rabbeinu would be buried.  

For Dan, “Dan is a lion cub…” Moshe likened the tribe of Dan to lions. They had to protect 
their eastern border. 

For Naphtali, “take possession of the sea and south…” This is a reference to the Sea of 
Kinnereth, which was in the portion of the tribe of Naphtali. 

For Asher, “your locks are iron and copper…” The tribe of Asher’s land was locked with 
mountains from which they would mine iron and copper. 

The Jewish nation and the Land of Israel are blessings. As we complete this final parsha and 
begin anew with the first parsha, we all may take pride that Hashem has chosen us to receive 
His special gift, the Torah.

Alvin and Marilyn dedicate this d’var Torah in memory of Marilyn’s father, שמואל מאיר 
 whose Yahrzeit falls on Chol Hamoed Sukkot, and to their ,הכהן בן משה אליהו הכהן
daughters Samantha and Amanda, who were born on Sukkot.
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