
In this week’s parsha, Vayeshev, we begin the story of Yosef and his brothers, which will take 
us to the end of Sefer Bereishit and mark the very beginning of the saga of exile and 
redemption of our people. Whereas Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov experience God through 
direct revelation, Yosef's relationship with God manifests through dreams.  What is distinctive 
about our parsha and the next is the prominence of dreams and dream interpretations. Yosef, the 
king’s baker, the king’s cupbearer, and (in Parshat Miketz) Pharoah himself have dreams that 
beg for analysis. The interpretations of these dreams impact Yosef’s life as they inform him of 
his role as a leader and set into motion events that will determine his destiny and the destiny of 
his people. 

It has been said that there are two types of dreams. The first 
is just a manifestation of thoughts and occurrences of 
the day. The dreams of the cupbearer and the baker 
fall into this category. The second type, discussed 
by commentators like the Ramchal, occurs when a 
part of the soul leaves the body during sleep, 
enters other spheres, and returns to the body to 
transmit what was experienced or learned. When 
one dreams this way, one often wakes up able to 
recall a message illuminated in those higher realms. 
In other words, when our body is sleeping, or so to 
speak, in the dark, our soul sends down a spark of light 
that stays with us when we are awake. The dreams of 
Yosef are made of "such stuff" and are aspirational in nature.  

Yosef is placed in darkness many times throughout our parsha as he is thrown into a pit, thrust 
into a foreign caravan, sold into slavery, and imprisoned.  Against all odds, this בַּעַל 
 sees sparks of light and hope in the darkness that keep him alive and (master of dreams) הַחֲלֹמוֹת
staunchly believing. Yosef’s first dream ignites this flame as he is told he is destined to be a 
leader.  In his second dream, he envisions the future of his people. Throughout his life, he 
continues to recognize the spark of Hashem’s presence and protection, even when times seem 
bleak.  
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It is no coincidence 
that we read of these dreams 

during the holiday of Chanukah.  At its 
core, Chanukah is future-oriented as we add 
candles to the menorah each night, always 

looking forward and ahead. Further, it is the only 
holiday that begins at the end of the month and 
actually crosses over into the beginning of the 
next. The menorahs in each home beckon us to 

believe in our dreams and our future.  The 
essence of Chanukah is this concept of a 

spark of light and hope in the 
midst of darkness.



It is no coincidence that we read of these dreams during the holiday of Chanukah.  At its core, 
Chanukah is future-oriented as we add candles to the menorah each night, always looking 
forward and ahead. Further, it is the only holiday that begins at the end of the month and 
actually crosses over into the beginning of the next. The menorahs in each home beckon us to 
believe in our dreams and our future.  The essence of Chanukah is this concept of a spark of 
light and hope in the midst of darkness. 

The imperative to keep the dream alive this Chanukah is stronger than ever. Our precious 
homeland is threatened from all sides. Jews are surrounded by hate in all parts of the globe. The 
daily barrage of bad news is heartbreaking. Yet, like the man sifting through the rubble in 
Be'eri, who finds an heirloom menorah in the ashes, we all need to embrace the dreamer within 
us.    

We cannot forget that we are the descendants of dreamers and that the land of Israel has forever 
been our dream. In Tehillim 116, we read  

 בְּשׁוּב ה’ אֶת-שִׁיבַת צִיּוֹן, הָייִנוּ כְּחלְֹמִים 

When God restored us to Zion, we were as dreamers. 

Theodore Herzl proclaimed in 1897 “If you will it, it is not a dream.”  

Ben Gurion, in 1948, explained that to be a realist in Eretz Yisrael, you must believe in 
miracles.  

Yosef the tzaddik saw the spark, the Chanukah story rekindled our connection to that spark, and 
today, during this surreal Chanukah 5784, our communal commitment to one land, one people, 
one Torah, must keep that spark alive.  

So let us dream on...

Ruthie and David (a lifelong member of the young Israel of Scarsdale) feel deeply 
connected to the YIS community. The shul has and always will be a home away from 
home for the two of them, as well as for Sam (17), Zack (14), Jordana (12) and Max (18 
months). The Schwartz family wishes everyone a good Shabbos and a Happy 
Chanukah, and we wish that all your dreams to come true. 
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