
Wow! If I knew a year ago what parsha I signed up for, I think I would have chosen a different 
week…but here we go…. as we unpack Parshat Tetzaveh, let's find the humor in the bling, the 
community in the breastplate, and Hashem’s approval in our oily makeovers. 

Parshat Tetzaveh is the Torah's very own fashion show, with the Kohen Gadol as the ultimate 
runway model. Picture this: a bedazzled breastplate, a stylish multi-colored sash under said 
breastplate, a blue robe which was adorned with golden bells and cloth "pomegranates," and a 
cooling linen turban complete with a golden band on the forehead — this High Priest is like the 
OG bling master! Now, you might think, "Why all the glitz and glam?" Well, it's not just about 
looking fancy; it's a reminder that our daily grind can have a touch of holiness. Because if the 
Kohen Gadol can look fabulous while serving Hashem, so can we in our own ways – even if it's 
rocking a tricked-out Atara every Shabbat or being a little extra with your etrog selection on 
Sukkot. 

But let’s get serious for a moment. 

The anointing ceremony, pouring sacred oil on 
Aaron's head, represents Hashem’s approval and 
sanctification of the priestly role. In our lives, it 
reminds us to seek a sense of divine approval in 
our actions. Are we being compassionate, just, and 
kind? Just as the fragrant aroma of the anointing 
oil filled the air, let our actions emit an aroma of 
goodness and righteousness. 

The perpetual nature of the priestly duties teaches us 
about consistency in our spiritual practice. Lighting the 
menorah, burning incense, and offering sacrifices were not 
occasional tasks but part of a daily routine. Similarly, our 
connection with Hashem requires a consistent effort. Let us strive for a daily commitment to 
davening, reflection, and acts of kindness to maintain the flame of spirituality in our lives. 

So now that we covered most of the parsha, let me get back to the breastplate. 
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It's not merely about the 
Kohen Gadol rocking the chic 

ensemble; each one of us is an integral 
part of the holiness tapestry. Whether you 
hold the title of CEO or diligently brew the 

morning coffee — you're inspiring the world 
with a touch of sacred energy. Think of it as the 

Torah extending an esteemed invitation, 
proclaiming, "In this collective spiritual 

journey, consider yourselves all 
VIPs, each playing a crucial 

role."



The breastplate resonated with me the most out of all the Bigdei Kehunah or Priestly Garments. 

Adorned with twelve precious stones, each engraved with a tribe's name, it embodies unity amid 
diversity. It signifies that being Jewish is not individualistic but communal. We are all Am 
Yisroel. Each tribe had a place on the breastplate, reminding us that every member of the 
community has a role to play in our collective spiritual journey. This ornate accessory transcends 
aesthetics, serving as a tangible reminder of collective responsibility and shared history within 
the community. This is more appropriate now than any period of my lifetime. 

The deliberate choice of precious materials conveys the sanctity of the priestly role, emphasizing 
exclusivity and consecration. The breastplate's dual purpose, as both an ornament and housing 
for the Urim and Thummim, signifies a bridge between the earthly and the divine. Its placement 
over the Kohen Gadol's heart symbolizes the necessity of inner purity and devotion in sacred 
service. 

In essence, the breastplate of Parshat Tetzaveh emerges not merely as an elaborate garment but 
as a conduit for spiritual interconnectedness. It prompts reflection on the delicate balance 
between external rituals and internal commitment, urging us to emulate the unity and shared 
purpose embodied in this sacred piece of attire. 

Lastly, we find ourselves united in this "priestly people" endeavor. It's not merely about the 
Kohen Gadol rocking the chic ensemble; each one of us is an integral part of the holiness 
tapestry. Whether you hold the title of CEO or diligently brew the morning coffee — you're 
inspiring the world with a touch of sacred energy. Think of it as the Torah extending an esteemed 
invitation, proclaiming, "In this collective spiritual journey, consider yourselves all VIPs, each 
playing a crucial role." 
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Eitan and Katie moved into the Scarsdale community wayyyy back in 2017… before it 
was trendy. You can find their 3 beautiful boys William, Theo, and Henry running 
around the shul unattended on Shabbat. They are super thankful for being a part of 
this supportive and accepting community and hope to be here for many years to 
come. And they promise the Rabbi did not make them write this d’var Torah.
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